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 Evidence also shows that prevention measures work better when they are not reduced to isolated 
initiatives. ‘Scattershot,’ project-based approaches to prevention should be replaced by 
comprehensive policies, the various dimensions of which mutually support one another and 
produce sustainable impact over time.5F

6     

 Finally, but very importantly, the Prevention Project rests on an understanding of human rights that 
tries to recover the more pragmatic, problem-solving function of rights embodied in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, which member states adopted 75 years ago understanding that 
human rights are ex ante anti-grievance, and hence preventive, mechanisms, not only ex post 
accountability measures, as important as accountability certainly is. 

Some possible elements of a national prevention plan 

1. Legal Identity.  This is a right so basic that it is hardly worth mentioning were it not for the fact that 
on the one hand it is a ‘gateway right,’ and that on the other, the number of people lacking this right 
is still staggering: in 2022, worldwide, twenty-three percent of children under five had not been 
registered and therefore, were legally ‘non-existent.’6F

7  SDG 16.9 appropriately focuses on this 
issue.  Considering that legal identity is a precondition for the exercise of other rights including 
health, education, political participation, etc., and therefore an important element of protection, an 
upstreamed prevention policy should ensure legal identity for everyone.  Attention should be paid to 
the fact that legal identity is not only a children’s issue, but that it affects adults in post-

/peacebuilding/sites/www.un.org.peacebuilding/files/documents/sg_report_on_peacebuilding_and_sustaining_peace.a.74.976-s.2020.773.200904.e_4.pdf
/peacebuilding/sites/www.un.org.peacebuilding/files/documents/sg_report_on_peacebuilding_and_sustaining_peace.a.74.976-s.2020.773.200904.e_4.pdf
https://www.pathwaysforpeace.org/
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2015_446.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2015_446.pdf
/pga/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2015/07/300615_The-Challenge-of-Sustaining-Peace.pdf
/pga/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2015/07/300615_The-Challenge-of-Sustaining-Peace.pdf
https://wps.unwomen.org/resources/
https://wps.unwomen.org/resources/
https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/birth-registration/
https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/birth-registration/
https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/statistics/
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also in statelessness.8F

9  Given the enormous deficits in this area, to say that we already know how 
to establish legal identity is clearly no reason not to prioritize the topic.  

2. 

https://www.unhcr.org/54cf99f29.html
https://app.box.com/s/cwen05tcem25e5hv1iekefb7opmcpi10
https://app.box.com/s/ch88jpcshrveevjcxjosmc9kaujtikud
https://app.box.com/s/ch88jpcshrveevjcxjosmc9kaujtikud


https://www.sdg16.plus/resources/justice-for-all-report-of-the-task-force-on-justice/
https://www.sdg16.plus/resources/justice-for-all-report-of-the-task-force-on-justice/
https://app.box.com/s/jb16agqtjo56f0gtdn968coumwpgyts1
https://app.box.com/s/jb16agqtjo56f0gtdn968coumwpgyts1
https://app.box.com/s/5bkw68ckzode4bg6l6dosml2kcy7qlsm
https://app.box.com/s/5bkw68ckzode4bg6l6dosml2kcy7qlsm
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7. Environment.  Environmental disturbances increase the likelihood of violations of human rights and 
of conflict through different mechanisms, including displacement, rapid migration and urbanization, 
labor market instability, disruptions of supply chains, changes in food prices, logistical constraints, 
damages to infrastructure and housing, inequality, psychological responses, and natural disasters, 
all of which overstretch health services and other government systems designed to secure 
important human rights such as the rights to food, housing, and even security.  A comprehensive 
prevention strategy should include considerations regarding mitigation and adaptation, and the 
latter, in particular, should make specific provisions for the sudden strains that environmental crises 
might provoke.  In immediate terms, and depending on context, plans for (i) the protection of 
environmental defenders, (ii) the protection of those that are displaced because of environmental 
events, and (iii) assuring that the transition to a greener economy that respects the rights of all will 
be necessary (not happening at present for those involved in the mining of elements used in 
electric vehicles, nor, as manifested in the absence of provisions for the retraining of those that 
would lose jobs, for example, in the shift to decarbonized energy production). 

8. Health.  In the post-Covid-19 world, the reasons why public health policies should be part of a 
comprehensive prevention framework are perhaps more obvious than ever; health is a condition of 
the enjoyment of other rights and common goods, and its absence spares no important social area, 
from the economy to politics, education, and culture.  Moreover, the maldistribution of what is 
clearly a public good, both globally and nationally, undermines trust in both multilateral and national 
institutions.  Indeed, health-related institutions and regulations can become the targets of capture, 
and therefore a tool of social control, leading to well-justified grievances.  The Prevention Project 
produced a report on public health and prevention, which highlights the preventive potential of 
health systems that secure primary care and universal access. 14F

15  The project also produced a 
report focusing specifically on Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS).  Although 
MHPSS is often considered a redress measure, it also has preventive potential, for, as is well 
known, human rights violations and conflict have significant mental health impacts, and these 
harms are not limited to the direct victims but can also be a collective experience.  Furthermore, 
such impacts are transmitted intergenerational

https://app.box.com/s/6tkxbr2i9gx0mx23t61vbthzjjgvfzly
https://app.box.com/s/honhqp7s01bh1z1ljaqbcv8xa7ynoly1
https://app.box.com/s/tklsk0z36y6k7uf1eh764um1o8nbkkdz
https://app.box.com/s/tklsk0z36y6k7uf1eh764um1o8nbkkdz



