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H. E. Vitaly Churkin, Presient of the Security Council,

H. E. Antonio de Aguiar PatriotaChair of the Peacebuilding Commission
Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to join you for the closing of thiist annual session of theeRcebuilding

Commission (PBC).

Let me begin by thanking yodmbassdor de Aguiar Patriotdor the kind invitation to be part
of this closing session and also congratulate you for the leadership you have ststeering
the work of PBC. | am confident that under your able leadershigs tody will grow even

stronger ad meeits objectivesuccessfully

Asweareall DZDUH WKH 3%& LV D YHU\ LPSRUWDQW SDUW RI WKF
2005, it was established with high expectations to tackle ¢meinting challenges of
reconstruction and developmentdauntries emerging from conflict. Undoubtedly, over the last

three years the PBC has made important strides towards implementing its mandate and core

functions as an intergovernmental advisory body of the UN.

As parent organ alongside the Security Coytive General Assembly had a primary role to play
in its inception and continues its engagenignparticipating irelecing members of the PB@&s
well asreviewing WKH 3% &TV $QQXDO 5HSRUW

Excellencies,
Over the last nine years or sihe PBC has proen its value inaddressingoot causes and

challenges associated with conflict, instability andlendevelopment, tpreventpostconflict

countries fronrelapsing into conflict.



Countries that have been referred to the agenda of the PBC have beffrefittezbnstructive
international attention with a focus timar specific needs and challengd&$ie Country Specific
Configurationshave provided aplatform to foster dialogue and cooperation among all parties
involved in the recovery efforts, including gienal actors, major financial and troop

contributors, financial institutions and UN Representatives.

At the county level integrated peacebuilding strategieave led to better dialogue among
governments, civil society, internationalrganizations and other relevant stakeholders.
Successfulpartnership between the Commission aribese entities haveesulted in much

neead progress on the ground.

Yet at the same time, the PBC liasused on national ownership, whiegmains fundamental in

assisting pst-conflict countriesto rebuild their institutions and sustain peace and development.

To this end, we commend the Governments cK@QWULHYV RQ W Kfdr tBés &dtive DIJHQ G L
role in rebuildng their respective countries. hecovering nationsuch as @irra Leone, Liberia

and Guinea we have witnessed theits of the collaboration between the PBC and host

countries

Another succesKR1 WKH 3% & KDV EHH QabilitiKtd s&dRdpHeits/relatier@Hjp/and
cooperation with relevant organsdamstiutions, including the General Assembly, Security
Council, and the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).

As the mandate of the Commission spans across the three pillars of the United Nptaos

and security, development and human rigtitse PBC isin a unique position to explore and
advocatefor policy developments in a more holistic mannkr.this context, | encourage
enhanced and continued suppant $trengthening these relationships. In particular, | believe the
review of the report of the Camission by the General Assembly provides a useful platform for
Member States to consider peacebuilding perspectives and challenges and how they relate to
other areas of the Assemliyv  ZR U N



Next year, theGeneral Assemblyndthe Security Counciill conduct a mandated teyear
review of the Peacebuilding Architectuiihis reviewwill be an opportunity texplorehow to
strengthen the capacity and authority of the PBC tprovide advice and specific
recommendations on policies that improtree lives of people in countries emerging from

conflict.

Distinguished Delegates

An important milestone in the transition of a poenflict country isits removalfrom the agenda
of theSecurity Councillt is an importantbenchmark to celebratgetit is also a surce ofrisk in

D FRXQWU\TV WUDQV L WloRgQuithtARIR nisBith dthfe @ddirdestechnical,
financial and political tand attention from the international communityese resources are

likely to decline with the departure of the Countihindatd mission.

The PBC was created &asethe transitionin light of these risks and one of igsimary roles has

beento mobilise the required resources in posiflict countries. Almost ten years since the
establishment of the Commission, thisimabjective of the PBC remains more critical than ever
before.For this reason, the thenfier this first annual sessioHQWLWOHG 36 XVWDLQDEO
SHDFHEXLOGLQJ WKH GRPHVWLF DQG LQWHUQDWLRQDO DVSH

| understand thadeliberations since the beginning of this first annual session lesre fositive
and constructiveThe discussions and themes you selected in ydaractive working sessions

areall instrumental in charting a wdgrward to ensure sustainable supportdeacebuilding.

Indeed, pacebuilding requires substantial financial and human resources. Whilgeshor
WUDQVLWLRQDO DVVLVWDQFH VXFHucbneetléd absistabicd, the@YsH O RS
alsoa greater need for lonterm, sustained finarali supportto enable postonflict countries to

consolidate peace and stability.






