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The PBC Working Group on Lessons Learned – 
Economic Revitalization in Peacebuilding and the Development of Service Based 

Infrastructure 
Conference Room 2 

22 November 2010, 10:00a.m. – 01:00p.m. 
 
 
 
I. Introduction 
 
The Report of the Secretary General on Peacebuilding in the immediate aftermath of 
Conflict identifies as a recurring priority “economic revitalization, including employment 
generation and livelihoods (in agriculture and public works) particularly for youth and 
demobilized former combatants, as well as rehabilitation of basic infrastructure”.1 
 
Youth employment and reintegration of demobilized former combatants have been 
addressed in past WGLL meetings. Previous sessions have identified economic 
revitalization as a critical success factor and a component of peacebuilding.2 Economic 
revitalization does not, however, automatically contribute to peace on its own. A context 
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environment will depend on a number of contextual factors and the level of stability, this 
sector has the potential to both create employment in rural and urban areas and be critical 
to “business development and the attainment of economic growth”12.  
 
The scope of service infrastructure is broad. Some service based infrastructure can 
contribute directly to peacebuilding (health, education,…); some have a more direct 
impact on economic revitalization (roads, transportation, irrigation, energy, etc.) which 
also plays a role in consolidating peace. Service based infrastructure involves a number 
of stakeholders including the state, the private sector, non governmental organizations 
which in some cases work in partnership with each other. Irrespective of the model, there 
is a need for a regulatory framework and oversight mechanisms ensuring infrastructure 
development proceeds in the public interest. 
 
 
III. Key issues for consideration 
 

1. What types of mechanisms are necessary to ensure economic revitalization 
activities reinforce peacebuilding and contribute to peace processes? 

2. What role, policies and actions should the government undertake in the process of 
economic recovery in the aftermath of conflict? What frameworks could the 
government put in place to ensure that service based infrastructure is conducive to 
peacebuilding? 

3. What initiatives could regional organizations implement to promote economic 
revitalization in the aftermath of conflict, and what models of south south 
cooperation could support economic revitalization for peacebuilding?   

4. What stakeholders have a role in economic revitalization and what is their 
respective level of responsibility?  

5. What concrete steps can the PBC take to support economic revitalization policies 
and programs that contribute to creating an environment conducive to 
peacebuilding? 

 
 
IV. Format and Structure 
 
Location: New York 
 
Date: 22 November 2010 
 
Guests: Open to WGLL members and UN in New York. 
 
Panelists:  
 
 
 

                                                 
12 Development of Infrastructure
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(1) Professor Bartholomew Armah, Senior Policy Adviser for UNDP – BCPR, co-
author of “Poverty Reduction Strategies in Action: Perspectives and Lessons from 


