THE PRESIDENT
OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

19 April 2021
Excellency,

Further to my letters dated 27 January 2021 and 10 March 2021 regarding the
High-level Thematic Debate on Digital Cooperation and Connectivity, to be held on
Tuesday, 27 April 2021 in the General Assembly Hall, I have the honour to circulate the
final programme and the list of speakers. Furthermore, in support of greater inclusivity and
accessibility for digital discussions and implementation efforts, | have the honour to
circulate a Supplementary Information Note ahead of the Thematic Debate to support
impactful and results-oriented discussions.

To allow for greater participation in the meeting, | have decided to schedule the
Thematic Debate from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Kindly note that the time
limit for statements will be three minutes for individual delegations and five minutes for
statements delivered on behalf of groups of States. Statements of those inscribed on the list
that are not delivered by the end of the meeting will be posted on “eStatements” in the
Journal of the United Nations. In this regard, delegations are encouraged to send their
statements to estatements@un.org.


mailto:estatements@un.org
mailto:sara.alahmad@un.org
mailto:mohammed.shaker@un.org

Final Programme
PGA High-Level Thematic Debate
On Digital Cooperation and Connectivity
Tuesday, 27 April 2021, 10 a.m
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linkages, at national and international levels, to achieve a
whole-of-society approach to End the Digital Divide?

3. How can focused multi-stakeholder attention be prioritized to
address the digital divide within COVID-19 adaptation and
recovery plans, and accelerate the Decade of
Implementation?

Speakers
= Ms. Doreen Bogdan-Martin, Director of Telecommunication

Development Bureau, International Telecommunications
Union.

= Mr. Joshua Setipa, Managing Director of the United Nations
Technology Bank for Least Developed Countries.

= Mr. John Frank, Microsoft Vice President, United Nations
Affairs.

= Ms. Eleanor Sarpong, Deputy Director and Policy Lead,
Alliance for Affordable Internet.

= Mr. Rodney Taylor, Secretary General, Caribbean
Telecommunications Union.

o Moderator: Ms. Anriette Esterhuysen, Chair of the Multi-
stakeholder Advisory Group, Internet Governance Forum.

High-Level Plenary

Member States are invited to focus their statements on contributions
to the overall vision, goals and targets of ending the digital divide,
MERET BB enhancing global digital cooperation, and upscaling digital
contributions to environmental action by 2030. In this regard,
Member States are encouraged to describe national and regional
challenges, policy responses and commitments, and announce
partnerships, new multistakeholder initiatives and development
cooperation.

3:00pm-3:10pm Multi-stakeholder Spotlight

Panel 2: Equitable Access and Digital Empowerment: Securing a Safe,
3:10pm-4:00pm Inclusive, Free and Open Digital Future For All

ENCEIRRER NG The digital divide reflects and amplifies existing inequalities. The
Q&A: 15 minutes



Without greater, more inclusive digital cooperation and coordination,
expanding digital connectivity could risk expanding inequalities
between and within countries and economic sectors; enabling
technology-facilitated abuse and harassment, particularly targeting
women and children; and aiding the spread of disinformation and
misinformation that can cause harm and divide communities.

Guiding Questions

1. What can be done to ensure an equitable digital future for all,
including protecting the vulnerable and promoting social
cohesion, as called for in the UN75 Declaration?

2. Which development priorities should be pursued to ensure
global equity in the ability to create jobs and capture more
value in the digital economy, and how can the digital private
sector support the process of building back better?

3. Which existing mechanisms and processes can be leveraged to
support a people-centred, inclusive and development-oriented
information society?

Speakers
= Ms. Maria-Francesca Spatolisano, Assistant Secretary-General

for Policy Coordination and Inter-Agency Affairs, Department
of Economic and Social Affairs, and Officer in Charge, Office of



Governments, the private sector, civil society and others play an
important role in determining the balance between the two, including
via market incentives. Whole-of-society approaches will be key to
implementing the sustainable consumption and production patterns
needed to realize benefits and avoid trade-offs. They will be especially
important for managing rebound effects from the increased use of
digital technologies.

Guiding Questions:

1. How can we close the digital divide in line with global
environmental targets, including on energy, e-waste and
sustainable consumption and production?

2. How can greater digital connectivity, including access to more
data, and predictive analytics, contribute to urgent
environmental action at all scales, including aligning
international capital?

3. How can environmental sustainability be directly encod.73 1538
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High-level Thematic Debate on Digital Cooperation
and Connectivity
III Whole-of-Society Approaches to End the Digital Divide
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Supplementary Information Note

In preparation for the High-Level Thematic Debate on 27 April 2021 convened by H.E. Mr. Volkan
Bozkir, President of the United Nations General Assembly, and in support of more inclusive global
deliberations and action on digital issues, this Information Note outlines key action areas and
multistakeholder partnerships and initiatives, including recommendations from the UN Secretary-
General’'s Roadmap for Digital Cooperation, to support impactful and results-oriented discussions,
and facilitate upscaling implementation efforts relating to ensuring global digital connectivity, and
greater cooperation for equitable and environmentally sustainable digitalization by 2030.

Global Digital Connectivity by 2030

The International Telecommunications Union (ITU) September 2020 report Connecting
Humanity estimates that US$ 428 billion is required to connect 90% of the remaining 3 billion
people aged ten years and above to broadband Internet by 2030, and US$ 100 billion for Africa
alone. It is an ambitious goal and a major infrastructure investment challenge. Achieving it will
require creating enabling policy and regulatory frameworks, upscaling basic digital skills and local
content at both the global and regional levels and mobilizing unprecedented levels of financing
needed to extend networks to underserved communities.

Launched in June 2020, the Secretary-General’s Roadmap for Digital Cooperation outlines how the
international community — Member States, the private sector, civil society, the technical
community, and all other stakeholders — should cooperate to


/pga/75/digital-cooperation-and-connectivity/
/pga/75/digital-cooperation-and-connectivity/
/en/content/digital-cooperation-roadmap/
/en/content/digital-cooperation-roadmap/
https://www.itu.int/en/mediacentre/Pages/PR16-2020-ITU-publishes-Connecting-Humanity-study.aspx#:~:text=The%20International%20Telecommunication%20Union%20(ITU,the%20end%20of%20this%20decade
https://www.itu.int/en/mediacentre/Pages/PR16-2020-ITU-publishes-Connecting-Humanity-study.aspx#:~:text=The%20International%20Telecommunication%20Union%20(ITU,the%20end%20of%20this%20decade
https://www.broadbandcommission.org/Documents/working-groups/DigitalMoonshotforAfrica_Report.pdf
https://www.broadbandcommission.org/Documents/working-groups/DigitalMoonshotforAfrica_Report.pdf
https://gigaconnect.org/

Capacity Building

e Accelerating discussions on connectivity as part of emergency preparedness, responses and aid,
including working through the inter-


https://www.etcluster.org/
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Pages/connect-2-recover.aspx
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_766949/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_766949/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.weforum.org/reports/global-technology-governance-report-2021/
https://www.weforum.org/reports/global-technology-governance-report-2021/
https://www.weforum.org/reports/global-technology-governance-report-2021/

to make effective use of existing mechanisms while exploring innovative and creative new
pathways and partnerships. Examples of forums that could be better harnessed in this context

include:

United Nations Technology Facilitation Mechanism (TFM) including its Inter-Agency Task
Team, and the annual global multi-stakeholder STI Forum

United Nations Commission on Science and Technology for Development

United Nations Group on the Information Society

The Internet Governance Forum

United Nations Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax Matters.

UNCTAD Intergovernmental Group Experts on E-commerce and the Digital Economy

The Technology Bank for the Least Developed Countries

UNCTAD Intergovernmental Group of Experts on Competition Law and Policy

UNCTAD Intergovernmental Group of Experts on Consumer Protection Law and Policy

The UNCTAD-led eTrade for all initiative

UNESCO’s initiative to Elaborate Recommendations on the Ethics of Artificial Intelligence.
The Reskilling Revolution initiative to provide one billion people with better education,
skills and jobs by 2030.

The Generation Unlimited partnership to prepare the largest generation of young people in
history for the Future of Work.

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) Asia-Pacific
Information Superhighway initiative, and working group on establishing a Pacific Internet
exchange point.

The UN Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT), a subsidiary,
intergovernmental body of the UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), for trade
facilitation recommendations and electronic business standards.

ESCWA'’s Proposed Arab Digital Agenda: Preliminary Framework for the Arab Information
and Communication Technology Strategy for Sustainable Development



https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/tfm
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/tfm
https://unctad.org/topic/commission-on-science-and-technology-for-development
https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/ungis/About
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/
/technologybank/
https://en.unesco.org/artificial-intelligence/ethics
https://www.reskillingrevolution2030.org/
https://www.generationunlimited.org/
https://www.unescap.org/our-work/ict-and-disaster-risk-reduction/asia-pacific-information-superhighway-ap#:~:text=About%20AP%2DIS&text=AP%2DIS%20as%20an%20intergovernmental,and%20bigdata%20across%20the%20region.
https://www.unescap.org/our-work/ict-and-disaster-risk-reduction/asia-pacific-information-superhighway-ap#:~:text=About%20AP%2DIS&text=AP%2DIS%20as%20an%20intergovernmental,and%20bigdata%20across%20the%20region.
https://www.unescap.org/events/strengthening-efficient-internet-traffic-management-through-subregional-internet-exchange
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Pacific_IXP_ISOC_FINAL_0.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Pacific_IXP_ISOC_FINAL_0.pdf
https://unece.org/trade/uncefact
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/arab-digital-agenda-arab-information-communication-technology-sustainable-development
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/arab-digital-agenda-arab-information-communication-technology-sustainable-development
https://conferenciaelac.cepal.org/7/sites/elac2020-2/files/20-00902_cmsi.7_digital_agenda_elac2022.pdf
https://unfccc.int/news/ict-sector-helping-to-tackle-climate-change#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20Global%20e,intelligently%20use%20and%20save%20energy.
https://unfccc.int/news/ict-sector-helping-to-tackle-climate-change#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20Global%20e,intelligently%20use%20and%20save%20energy.
https://www.rethinkx.com/humanity
https://www.rethinkx.com/humanity
https://www.rethinkx.com/humanity

impact of material extraction on biodiversity and the environment. Digital technologies can help
reduce waste & detoxify supply chains by a factor of 10-100X. There are over 150 environmental
applications of artificial intelligence (Al) in agriculture, energy, transport, and water that could save
up to 4% of global CO2 emissions by 2030.

An Action Agenda for Digitalizing and Scaling Environmental Sustainability

Through multilateral and multistakeholder digital cooperation we can close the digital divide,


https://www.rethinkx.com/humanity
https://www.pwc.co.uk/sustainability-climate-change/assets/pdf/how-ai-can-enable-a-sustainable-future.pdf
https://www.pwc.co.uk/sustainability-climate-change/assets/pdf/how-ai-can-enable-a-sustainable-future.pdf
https://futureearth.org/
https://sustainabilitydigitalage.org/
https://sustainabilitydigitalage.org/
https://www.sparkblue.org/DigitalPlanet
https://www.sparkblue.org/DigitalPlanet
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sustainable-public-procurement
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/initiative/un-environment-sun-programme-promoting-sustainable-procurement-un-system
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/initiative/un-environment-sun-programme-promoting-sustainable-procurement-un-system
https://unemg.org/our-work/emerging-issues/innter-agency-issue-management-group-on-tackling-e-waste/
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/focusgroups/ai4ee/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/focusgroups/ai4ee/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.resiliencefrontiers.org/



https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/policy-network-on-environment-and-digitalisation-pne
https://tfm2030connect.un.org/
https://tfm2030connect.un.org/
/en/conferences/energy2021
/en/conferences/energy2021
https://www.sustainabledigitalfinance.org/
https://gesi.org/

