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In light of discussions around this document at the Group of Experts meeting in February 2024, the 

working methods for the Group of Experts was also updated to ensure that roles and responsibilities 
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- Further development of the lessons learned document for the third cycle;   

- Identification of topics for the policy relevant briefs to be developed from the third World 

Ocean Assessment; and 

- Planning for the secretariat’s attendance at IPBES-11 (December, Namibia) 

 

Output II: Regular Process support for and interaction with other ocean-related 

intergovernmental processes 

Participation in the second conference of the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable 

Development, Barcelona, Spain, 10-12 April 2024 

The report from the Group of Experts to the 20th meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole 

identified that the secretariat and Group of Experts was organising a side-event focused on the 

Regular Process and third World Ocean Assessment. This was held in main conference centre during 

the lunch-time period on 10 April 2024 and involved three members of the Group of experts: Maria 

João 

https://oceandecade-conference.com/on-site-satellite-events.php
https://oceandecade-conference.com/on-site-satellite-events.php
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https://www.ipcc.ch/meeting-doc/ipcc-61/
https://www.ipcc.ch/meeting-doc/ipcc-61/
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NFPs, to facilitate the exchange of experts across both processes and involvement in the 

assessments of both processes.  

- Involvement of the secretariat, chair, joint coordinators and experts in side-events being 

organised by either process. 

- Continuing attendance of the Regular Process secretariat under the observer organisation 

status of DOALOS at IPBES Plenary meeting to ensure that information on the scoping 

exercises of the IPBES and early identification of associated timelines can be communicated 

to experts contributing to the Regular Process. 

 

A number of learnings/observations were noted by the joint coordinators in better understanding the 

processes of the IPCC and observing how the Plenary and associated discussions were conducted. 

These have been provided by the joint coordinators in a report to the secretariat and Group of Experts 

and will be further discussed with the secretariat following the 21st meeting of the AHWGW whilst 

the joint coordinators are in New York, and the Group of Experts at their face-to-face meeting in 

November. These include recommended next steps in building relations between the Regular Process 

and the IPCC specifically, and with other global assessment processes more broadly. 

 

Other activities in support of the outputs of the third cycle of the Regular Process 

Status of the Group of Experts membership 

Since the 20th meeting of the AHWGW: 

- Juying Wang (China) took up a role as a member from the Asia Pacific Group. 

This results in a total of 23 members of the Group of Experts, with two vacancies in the Eastern 

European Group. 
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Annex: Summarised progress by the Group of Experts against the relevant elements of the programme of work for the third cycle of the Regular 

Process. 

Task Status Detail of activity 

Output I - Assessment(s) 

(a) The enhancement of working methods. 
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(as detailed in this document), with writing teams meeting virtually as needed 

under the leadership of the coordinating authors. 

(l) The preparation of draft assessment(s) In progress Progress on the preparation of a draft third World Ocean Assessment is 

detailed in this report. A draft assessment is planned to be delivered to 

Member States in early 2025. 

(o) A review of comments received by the Group 

of Experts  

Planned The GoE, as detailed in this report, is planning to meet 13-19 November to 

review the zero drafts of the sections, chapters and sub-chapters of the third 

World Ocean assessment. 

Output II - Regular Process support for and interaction with other ocean-related intergovernmental processes 

(a) The enhancement of working methods.  Completed The Group of Experts updated their working methods and presented these to 

the AHWGW at their 17th meeting. These were further updated following the 

meeting of the GoE in February 2024 to further clarify roles as identified in 

this document. 

(b) The preparation of the outline(s) of the brief 

documents;  

(d) The preparation of the brief documents; and 

(e) The consideration and finalization of the brief 

documents. 

Completed, with 

further activities 

planned 

Preparation and delivery of four policy-relevant briefs relating to (i) 

biodiversity (ii) climate change (iii) the two UN Decades and (iv) SDG 14 

was completed in 2022 and detailed in reports from the GoE to the AHWGW 

at their 16th and 17th meetings.  

Planning of a further series of policy relevant briefs as detailed in the 

annotated outline for the third World Ocean Assessment (provided to the 18th 

meeting of the AHWGW) will commence in the first half of 2025 as a 

developed draft of the third World Ocean Assessment is progressed. 

(g) The preparation and holding of briefings or 

presentations to be held in the margins of events 

of other ocean-related intergovernmental 

processes.  

Completed, with 

further activities 

planned 

The Group of Experts has been instrumental in planning, preparing and 

facilitating side events at the UN Ocean Conference in 2022, and the first and 

second UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 

conferences. In addition, members of the Group of Experts have participated 

in side-events associated with the UNFCCC COP27 and COP28 meetings. 

These activities have been detailed in reports provided to the 17th, 19th and 20th 

meetings of the AHWGW and in this document. 

Planning of further presentations at the third UN Ocean Conference to be held 

in June 2025 will commence at the face-to-face meeting of the GoE in 

November 2024. 

(i) The participation by members of the Group of 

Experts of the Regular Process in that capacity in 

meetings and proceedings of other ocean-related 

intergovernmental processes.  

Completed, with 

further activities 

planned 

The Group of Experts, in their capacity of members of national delegations 

and as experts have participated in meetings of: 

- The Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO 

Executive Council (56th and 57th) and Assembly (32nd) meetings 
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 - The 8th Session of the Intergovernmental Science͘
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