
REPORT TO THE AD HOC WORKING GROUP OF THE WHOLE FROM THE 
GROUP OF EXPERTS FOR THE THIRD CYCLE OF THE REGULAR PROCESS 

Reporting period: 01 November 2022 – 24 March 2023 

 

Output I: Assessment(s) of the state of the marine environment, including 
socioeconomic aspects 

1. Regional workshops in support of the scoping process for assessment(s) to be produced 
during the third cycle  

Regional workshop for the North Atlantic, the Baltic Sea, the Mediterranean Sea and the 
Black Sea region: The Hague, Kingdom of the Netherlands, 28-30 November 2022. 

o 



○ improved communication of the Regular Process to raise awareness and generate 
interest in participation 

 

2. Finalisation of the scoping of the assessment(s) to be produced during the third cycle  

Brainstorming sessions 

o These were conducted over four dedicated sessions 
o The first identified the aims, the format of the brainstorming session and what 

would be considered during the brainstorming sessions 
o Two sessions focused on condensing the information provided via the regional 



to then being able to identify the expertise needed and evaluate the current status 
of the expertise in the Pool of Experts. The annotated outline also informs the focus 
of the regional workshops to be held in 2023 in support of the assessment. Further 
detail on the development of the annotated assessment can be found in the 
documents on the scope of the assessment and the annotated outline of the 
assessment. 

o Finalisation of these documents was conducted out of session. 

 

Output II: Regular Process support for and interaction with other ocean-related 
intergovernmental processes 

1. Meeting with the IOC-UNESCO 

The meeting was primarily aimed at identifying activities of the programmes of the IOC-
UNESCO and the UN Decade on Ocean Science for Sustainable Development of relevance to 
the Regular Process and identifying potential mutually beneficial interactions 

Key areas of input that the  IOC-UNESCO could contribute to the assessment were identified 
as: 

○ data products; 
○ IOC expertise that can participate in the regional workshops in 2023; 
○ IOC expertise that can contribute to chapter writing teams; 
○ IOC reports/publications. 

A joint task team/working group was proposed to further interactions consisting of IOC staff 
and GoE members. 

The IOC-UNESCO was provided with an opportunity to consider a first preliminary draft of 
the annotated outline to (i) identify data products, publications and material that could be 
utilised by the assessment and (ii)  provide feedback on the outline: 

○ Key products of relevance that were identified were sections of the Global Ocean 
Science Report, the harmful algal information system, assessments produced by the 
World Meteorological Organisation and the IOC-UNESCO on the Sustainable 
Development Goal indicator 14.3.1 and the upcoming ocean trackers and white 
paper series being produced by the IOC-UNESCO. 

○ Feedback included considering providing direct links to repositories that contain the 
code and scripts for products included in chapters, considering advances in the co-
design and co-delivery of information services, providing information on effective 
policy implementation, including evidence of where policy has been effective at 
enabling balance, restoring balance, allowing for adaptation and supporting ocean 
economies and providing examples of good practices in addressing multiple 
stressors in an effective way. 

○ A suggestion was also made to organise the assessment in the same way as the 
Global Ocean Science Report with a focus on ocean services rather than ocean 
economies. 

 

 

 



Activities led by the Group of Experts in support of the outputs of the third cycle of the 
Regular Process for 2023 

The timetable of activities for the Group of Experts in 2023 comprises four major elements, 
the regional workshops, development of guidelines for chapters and sub-chapters of the 
assessment, the development of the Pool of Experts and the development of the writing 
teams for each chapter and sub-chapter.  

Progress on these four main elements of the timetable will be facilitated through monthly 
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The proposed structure 



second cycle varying amounts of guidance was provided to writing teams leading to 



Once lead and co-lead members have been approved, they will work together to start the 
task of assessing the database of the Pool of Experts for the relevant expertise for their 
chapters, utilising the “Criteria for the selection of experts and provision of guidance to 
writing teams” document developed by the Group of Experts following the meeting of the 
Group of Experts held on 9 to 13 May 2022. 

Once expertise has been identified from the Pool of Experts, invitations will be sent out to 
experts to contribute to writing teams and/or peer review. 

Once accepted, all members of each writing team and peer reviewers will be provided with: 

○ the “Guidelines for the writing process and review process” document developed by 
the Group of Experts following the meeting of the Group of Experts of 9-13 May 
2022 

○ the final approved annotated outline of the assessment  
○ the guidelines for chapters and sub-chapters of the assessment 
○ access to the Regular Process sharepoint and supporting material for utilising the 

platform for drafting chapters and sub-chapters 

The above process of identifying members of each writing team will be an iterative process 
as the Pool of Experts is contributed to and grows through time. 




