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Group of Experts of the Regular Process - Meeting 15-19 January 2018 

Note by the Group 

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE AND IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

The following table sets out the progress that has been made in implementing the second 

cycle of the Regular Process up to 28 November, and shows (as tracked changes) the 

adjustments to the approved initial timetable which are necessary in the light of tasks which 

have not yet been able to be completed. No changes are proposed to the main target dates in 

2019, since there should be sufficient time for the necessary tasks to be completed. Some 

further work on constituting writing teams is still needed, and this may need to be continued 

into 2019.  

The Bureau of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole is invited to approve the revised 

preliminary timetable and implementation plan. 

 

REVISED PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE AND IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FOR THE 

SECOND CYCLE OF THE REGULAR PROCESS 
 

 

 

DATE EVENT/PROCESS Comments 

 2018 

1 In February 2018 States and Intergovernmental 

Organizations were invited to 

begin the process of populating 

further the Pool of Experts. 

Another “Call for experts” will 

be sent by the secretariat at the 



DATE EVENT/PROCESS Comments 

6 Throughout June, July, 

August, September, 

October and November 

2018 

Lead Members for chapters 

have proposed initial 

designations of convenors and 

members for the writing teams 

for agreement by the Group of 

Experts for submission to the 

Bureau. This process will 

continue until satisfactory 

complete writing teams have 

been established for all chapters. 

Initial designations may be 

partial, when nominations to the 

Pool of Experts do not permit 

the designation of a properly 

balanced team.  No satisfactory 

lists for convenors and/or 

writing teams were received by 

the Bureau. 

 

7 In June 2018 The Group of Experts 

submitted names for the first 

set of writing teams for 

approval by the Bureau. The 

Bureau requested the Group of 

Experts to submit abbreviated 

biographical information for 

each member of the writing 

teams. 

 

8 In August 2018 Group of Experts agreed an 

initial version of the template 

for chapters, including targets 

(numbers of pages or numbers 

of words) for the size of 

chapters. This was presented to 

the AHWGW at its August 

2018 meeting. 

The aim will be to keep the 

total to around 300 pages. 

9 August onwards Second round of Regional 

Workshops: 

Within the available 

resources, the intention is 

that each Regional 

Workshop will involve the 

Joint Coordinators, the 

members of the Group of 

Experts from the region, 

experts nominated by States 

in the Region and 

convenors and members of 

the writing team(s) for one 

or more chapters allocated 

for this purpose to the 

Koror, Palau (North 

Pacific) (8/9 August) 

Valetta, Malta (North 

Atlantic) (27/28 August) 

Odessa, The Ukraine (North 

Atlantic) (17/18 October) 

Bali, Indonesia (Indian Ocean) 

(8/9 November) 



DATE EVENT/PROCESS Comments 

Doha, Qatar (Indian Ocean) 

(28/29 November) 

Region. 

Accra, Ghana (South 

Atlantic) (3/4 December) 

Guayaquil, Ecuador (South 

Pacific) (17/18 December) 

10 July 31 Original target for initial 

establishment of writing teams. 

Establishment of writing teams 

will be an ongoing process. 

 

11 August 1 Initial start for writing teams’ 

work on drafting chapters. 

Work began during the second 

round of regional workshops on 

the chapters discussed at those 

Workshops. 

 

12 July 30 and August 14 Virtual meetings of Group of 

Experts held to review progress 

as a basis for a report to the 

AHWGW for its August 2018 

meeting. 

 



DATE EVENT/PROCESS Comments 

19 April 1 – 5 Virtual meetings of the Group of 

Experts to review progress. 

 

20 By June 30 Lead Members propose peer 

reviewers from the Pool of 

Experts for agreement by the 

Group of Experts for 

submission to the Bureau. 

The intention is that 3 - 5 

peer reviewers should be 

designated for each chapter 

or section of a chapter for 

which a separate writing 

team is designated. 

21 By June 30 Writing Teams complete 

draft chapters for the first 

draft of World Ocean 

Assessment 2.  

 



DATE EVENT/PROCESS Comments 

 2020 

31 January 6 Deadline for Secretariat to send 

Draft 2 to States. 

 

32 January 7 - February 14 States review completed Draft 2. Five-and-a-half weeks. 

33 February 16 – 27 Secretariat consolidates 

States' comments. 

Two weeks (experience with 

the 5,000 comments on 

World Ocean Assessment I 

suggests that this period is 

essential.  Less time might 

be needed if States do not 

invite all those in any 




