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collection, collation, analysis, sharing, and access) as well as the utilization 

of their results; 

(d) Provide relevant lessons learned from best practices through the presentation 

of case studies from all levels;  

(e) Serve as a forum for the presentation of information on relevant capacity-

building initiatives, and identify needs and gaps, as well as shared priorities 

for capacity-building initiatives; 

(f) Provide opportunity for the identification of synergies and opportunities  for 

cooperation and coordination with respect to capacity-building initiatives.  

III. Conduct of the Event 
6. The Event was organized 

/regularprocess/content/capacity-building-partnership-event-presentations
/regularprocess/content/multi-stakeholders
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Sustainable Development (2021-2030) (Decade). She stressed that now, more 

than ever, gaps in capacity, and the gap between science and policy-making, need 

to be bridged. She noted the need to move beyond a sectoral focus towards 

assessing in an integrated manner the impacts of the various activities in and 

pressures upon the marine environment. In this regard, she stressed the 

importance of the full consideration of integrated assessments, and the Regular 

Process. 

10. The keynote address, entitled “The importance of science in global policy 

processes”, was delivered by Mr. Ariel Troisi, Chair of the Group of Experts on 

Capacity Development of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of 

the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (IOC).  In 

his address, Mr. Troisi noted the importance of science for developing policy and 

realizing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), of communicating science 

to policy-makers, including through the preparation of integrated assessments, 

and of research and ocean education. In particular, he noted that all the targets of 

SDG 14 need science support, and that the implementation of SDG 14 will have 

an impact on nearly all the other SDGs. He further presented some of the key 

findings of the Global Ocean Science Report,10 and stressed that ocean planning 

would be necessary for optimal resource allocation in the future.  

11. The opening segment was followed by the consideration of the items on the 

agenda,11 which included three segments consisting of panel presentations and 

an interactive discussion (see summaries in section V below). General statements 

were also made in the course of the Event by representatives of States, 

intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations 
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to ensure the conclusions were accurate and precise. In response to these 

questions
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including the first World Ocean Assessment.  With regard to the second cycle of 

the Regular Process, Ms. Makarenko noted the active and constant engagement 

of RSCAPs, as well as other relevant stakeholders in the second round of regional 
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another perspective on the protection of the marine environment, and its relation 

to the economy. With regard to cumulative impacts, she noted that these results 

were of interest to marine spatial planners, and could serve to connect different 

policies and facilitate dialogue among ministries on other sectoral activities.       

59. A participant noted that some pressures also accumulate on certain ecosystem 

components and sought clarification as to whether there are sufficient tools to 

address cumulative impacts. In response to this, Mr. Baste noted the increased 

anthropogenic impacts on the marine environment, which generated a multitude 

of interconnected changes, and the role of the various assessments, through inter-

disciplinary research, in developing scenarios and tools to address the changes.  

60. With regard to the presentation delivered by IPBES on the assessment cycle, a 

participant sought clarification as to the extent to which IPBES assessments 

results generally inform the next assessment cycle. In response to this, Mr. Baste 

noted that IPBES has produced several thematic assessments, which together 

assist in formulating the “bigger picture”. He noted that IPBES also conducted 

four regional assessments for Africa, the Americas, Asia and the Pacific, and 

Europe and Central Asia. He further noted the importance of these assessments 

and their input towards the preparation of the IPBES global assessment (which is 

about to be finalized). Mr. Baste also emphasized the importance of capturing 

information about the value of oceans to people. Regarding water quality 

assessment, Mr. Yin noted that in China, multi-stakeholder meetings had been 

conducted to agree on an acceptable level of water quality to be used as a 

reference point for the related assessments, which in turn would support the 

development of analysis techniques to measure compliance. 

Part 3 

61. Mr. Andrew Hudson, Head, Water & Ocean Governance Programme, UNDP, gave 

a presentation on “GEF IW: LEARN and LME: LEARN: South-South and North-

South Cooperation for Improved Transboundary Waters Management”. Mr. 

Hudson noted that the Global Environment Facility (GEF) International Waters 

(IW) focal area included 33 transboundary river basins, 10 lakes, seven aquifers 

and 23 Large Marine Ecosystems (LMEs). He provided a brief description of IW: 

LEARN and the LME: LEARN,12 defining both projects as the central hub for 

storing and sharing data and documents from past GEF IW projects . He noted 

that, while IW:LEARN was developed to strengthen knowledge-management 

capacity, promote scale-up learning and improve the effectiveness of GEF IW and 

partner projects, the LME:LEARN was developed with the objective to improve 

global ecosystem-based governance of LMEs, generate knowledge, build 

capacity and support South-South and North-South learning. He added that the 

LME Hub website which aimed at providing information about individual LME 
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one aimed at identifying the capacity development needs of States in relation to 

the IOC Capacity Development Strategy, focusing on SIDS and Least Developed 

Countries (LDCs) and States that are not included in IOC regional bodies; and 

another working on the implementation of transfer of marine technology, a 

clearing house mechanism “portal” and related activities.    

64. Mr. Luciano Hermanns, member of AOCEANO (Brazilian Oceanographers 

Association) and of the Pool of Experts, delivered a presentation on “A bridge 

between Brazilian oceanographers and international institutions”. In his 

presentation, Mr. Hermanns provided a description of the Brazilian Association 

of Oceanography (AOCEANO), noting that its aim was to bring together its 

members to undertake actions focused on the ethical and full exercise of the 

profession of oceanography and the teaching of oceanography, and also to 

develop initiatives that promote the sharing of information of interest to 

oceanographers, as well as representing them as a national class entity. He also 

noted that AOCEANO connects professionals from different institutions and  that 

its membership ranges from graduates and postgraduates, to students that work in 

the area of oceanography. Mr. Hermanns further noted that the organization had 

been working on regularization of the profession of oceanographer in Brazil, 

while at the same time serving as a major platform for knowledge  exchange and 

experience. While noting that AOCEANO conducted several initiatives aimed at 

building the capacity of professionals working in oceanography,  such as 

congresses, symposia as well as the Brazilian Oceanography Olympiads, he also 

provided information on some of the ships that Brazilian university students of 

different institutions would use to carry out marine research. In conclusion, he 

noted that AOCEANO provides opportunities for the training of oceanographers 

in different countries and enables oceanographers to comply with national and 

international law
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since the beginning, considered that there should be a coherent capacity -building 

programme for the Regular Process. In his view, the draft conclusions included a 

role for the Regular Process, the Group of Experts and the Pool of Experts in 

developing such a programme. He expressed his hope that future discussions 

would focus on how to bring the conclusions forward.  

69. T
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ANNEX 1: Agenda for the Multi-stakeholder Dialogue and 
Capacity-building Partnership Event 

 

Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine Environment, 

including Socioeconomic Aspects (Regular Process) 

Multi-stakeholder Dialogue / Capacity-building Partnership Event 

24 – 25 January 2019 

Conference Room 3, United Nations Headquarters, New York 

 

Agenda 

 

Day 1  

10 am - 1pm  

Opening 

1. Mr. Gert Auväärt and Ms. Juliette Babb-
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b. Ms. Fernanda de Oliveira Lana, Federal Fluminense University (UFF) and National Focal 

Point of Brazil for the UN Regular Process: “Sustainable Fisheries and climate change data 

through international cooperation regional priorities: past, present and future”. 

c. 
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13. Interactive discussion/dialogue. 

3 – 6pm 

Segment 3: Multi-stakeholder discussion on opportunities, best practices and lessons-learned for 

enhancing the science-policy interface (cont.) 

Moderator: Ms. Karen Evans, Senior Research Scientist, CSIRO Oceans and Atmosphere and member of 

the Group of Experts of the Regular Process 

14. Panel presentations, Part 3: 

a. Mr. Andrew Hudson, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP): “GEF IW: LEARN 

and LME: LEARN: South-South and North-South Cooperation for Improved Transboundary 

Waters Management”. 

b. Ms. Vera Agostini, Deputy Director, Fisheries and Aquaculture Department, Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations: “The Science-policy interface: linking global 

to local scales”. 

c. Mr. Ariel Troisi, Argentina, Chair of the Group of Experts on Capacity Development, 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission: “IOC capacity development approach, 

including in relation to the operationalization of the Criteria and Guidelines on the Transfer of 

Marine Technology (CGTMT)”. 

d. Mr. Luciano Hermanns, AOCEANO (Brazilian Oceanographers Association): “A cooperation 

bridge between Brazilian oceanographers and international institutions”. 

15. Interactive discussion/dialogue. 

Segment 4. Way forward  

16. Ms. Juliette Babb-Riley, Co-Chair of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole on the Regular 

Process. 

 

17. Interactive discussion/dialogue on the way forward, opportunities and challenges. 

 

Closing 

18. Mr. Gert Auväärt, Co-Chair of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole on the Regular Process.  
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ANNEX 2: Consolidated conclusions from the Multi-
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development for using those existing databases and for facilitating access to those databases is 

important. 

8. There is a need to promote synergies and opportunities for cooperation and coordination with 

respect to capacity-building initiatives. Enabling regional capacity- and capability-building 

partnerships, including through the UNEP regional seas conventions framework, is an important way 
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