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The Council has since gone a long way in its endeavours to counter terrorism in all its 

forms and manifestations. It has reaffirmed that any acts of terrorism are criminal and 

unjustifiable regardless of their motivations, whenever and by whomsoever committed.   

The Council has further reaffirmed that Member States must ensure that any measures 

taken to counter terrorism comply with all their obligations under international law, in 

particular international human rights law, international refugee law and international 

humanitarian law.  

The Council has also underlined the need to address the conditions conducive to the 

spread of terrorism, and recognized that a comprehensive whole-of-government and 

whole-of-society approach to defeating terrorism requires national, regional, subregional 

and multilateral action.   

  

[Evolving terrorism landscape]  

  

The devastation brought by terrorist attacks around the world has resulted in countless 

lives lost and immeasurable suffering caused to individuals, communities and societies.   

  

When we consider the nature of the terrorist threats we currently face, it is clear that 

much has changed in the intervening 20 years.   

  

In particular, the nature of terrorist organizations and the methods that they use have 

evolved in significant ways.   

  

We saw ISIL gain control of large swathes of territory in Iraq and Syria; conduct scores 
of brutal attacks in the region and beyond; employ systematic sexual and gender based 
violence and trafficking in persons; exploit natural resources, smuggle drugs, cultural 
property, gold and other precious metals and stones, misuse of cryptocurrencies such as 
bitcoin, to finance its activities; and recruit tens of thousands of individuals, including 
foreign terrorist  fighters.   

  

ISIL’s military defeat and loss of territory in the Middle East changed the threat posed 

by that group, but did not eliminate it.   
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Excellencies, distinguished participants,  

  
Amid these many changes, implementation of the counter-terrorism framework 

developed by the Security Council requires — and has in practice involved — action that  

is truly multilateral.   

  

This is true both of the way in which the framework has developed since 2001 and also of 

the ways in which its implementation has been monitored, promoted and facilitated by 

the Committee.  

  

The Committee is at the forefront of monitoring the performance of Member States, by 

conducting through CTED, country assessment visits. Since 2005, 181 visits have been 

conducted by CTED on behalf of the Committee to 117 Member States   

  

Those visits have provided visited Member States with opportunity for in-depth dialogue 
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