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Madam President, Excellencies, distinguished delegates,

| am pleased to brief the Security Council on the eighteenth report of
the Secretary-General on the threat posed by Da’esh and on United

Nations efforts to support Member States in addressing the threat.

| would like to thank the United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism,
headed by Under-Secretary-General Mr. Vladimir Voronkov, the
Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team, led by Mr.

Justin Hustwitt, and all our other United Nations partners for their
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close collaboration with the Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive
Directorate (CTED) on the report.

| also wish to acknowledge the presence of the Secretary-General of
the International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL), Mr.
Jirgen Stock, and thank him for the close partnership that
INTERPOL has maintained with CTED over the years.

Madam President,

The transnational and decentralized character of the threat posed by
Da’esh and its affiliates continues to demand a nimble international
strategy focussing on multilateralism, information-sharing, and

cooperation across borders.

Da’esh and its affiliates are becoming more ingrained in parts of the

African continent.

They are exploiting the political instability and expanding their
radius of influence, their operations and their territorial control in

the Sahel, with growing concerns for coastal West Africa.
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The African continent now accounts for approximately half of
terrorist acts worldwide, with central Sahel accounting for about 25

per cent of such attacks.

It is a priority of the United Nations’ counter-terrorism architecture
to support African Member States and partners in addressing these

trends.

Meanwhile, enduring challenges persist in the Middle East and
South-East and Central Asia, with indications that Da’esh is

attempting to resurge in those subregions as well.
CTED remains committed to supporting all United Nations Member
States in countering the threat posed by Da’esh and its affiliates,

including their attempts to regroup.

On behalf of the Counter-Terrorism Committee, CTED assesses and
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Coordination Compact entities to address the threat posed by Da’esh

and its affiliates.

These initiatives include supporting the prosecution, rehabilitation,
and reintegration of individuals in a human-rights compliant, gender-

responsive and age-appropriate manner.

Additionally, they involve developing technical assistance plans in
support of Governments’ efforts to prevent and counter terrorism,

such as the one recently adopted in Benin.

United Nations entities are also engaged in strengthening States’
capacity to prevent terrorists from acquiring weapons, protect
vulnerable targets, and disrupt terrorist travel under the United

Nations Countering Terrorist Travel Programme.

In addition, United Nations partners act to stem terrorism financing
and Da’esh’s use of information and communication technologies,
develop counter-terrorist narratives, strengthen the resilience of

societies, and support the reconstruction of cultural heritage sites.






Counter-
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accountability efforts for the crimes committed by Da’esh in Irag and
the Syrian Arab Republic, as well as in the Sahel and Maghreb, and

in Europe.

The recommendations and analysis that CTED provides to Member
States have also increasingly focused on ensuring accountability and
justice for terrorist-related crimes, by applying the relevant legal

frameworks,
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As the threat posed by Da’esh and its affiliates evolves and spreads



