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Hanaa Edwar intervention to the Open briefing on “the Role of Women in Countering 

Terrorism and Violent Extremism”  

 

UN Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC), New York 9th September 2015 

 

Ladies & Gentlemen, 

 

Good afternoon 

Firstly, I would like to express my gratitude to the members of the Counter-Terrorism 

Committee for this opportunity to present my intervention in this important Open 

briefing on “the Role of Women in Countering Terrorism and Violent Extremism”.  

My name is Hanaa Edwar. For the last fifty years; I have been working as Human 

Rights, Women’s Rights and Democracy activist. I am the co-founder and board 

member of the Iraqi Al-Amal Association which was formed in 1992 with a mandate to 

combat all forms of violence and discrimination and the promotion of the culture of 

Human Rights, gender equality, tolerance and social peace. Al-Amal activities and 

services are provided throughout Iraq engaging directly in conflict zones by providing 

humanitarian aids and rehabilitation of IDPs, education and caring for IDPs children, 

training widows in income generation projects, and empowering judges and judiciary 

staff on Human rights and Gender and Gender based Violence. In addition Al-Amal 

provides research and analysis, such as the studies on the status of Iraqi women in 

law, the burden of the human disasters on Iraqi women, on IDPs as well as carrying 

out two conflict analyses on Security, Religion, and Gender at Anbar and Nineveh 

provinces.  

Al-Amal works within the framework of the Iraqi Women Network, which is composed 

of more than 90 women’s organizations and groups from all over the country. Al-Amal 

also works within the Civil Initiative for NGOs. In both of these networks, effective 

actions and successful advocacy campaigns have been carried out. Recently the 

campaigns focused on the question of law reform which included a number of draft 

legislations such as the Protection from Domestic Violence Law, Political Parties Law, 

Freedom of Expression and Peaceful Assembly Law, and Protection of Diversity Law.  

In my intervention I want to speak about the challenges that are encountered in Iraq, 

and the role of women and CSOs in countering terrorism and violent extremism in 

Iraq.  
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Ladies & Gentlemen, 

I come from Iraq, where people suffered for decades from the scourge of wars, 

tyranny, unjust international embargo and occupation. We continue to date to live 

without security and stability. As one of the international reports indicated, about 14 

thousand women in Iraq were killed during the period of 2003-2014. 

After 9thJune last year, Iraq witnessed dramatic events when the militants of the so-

called ISIS invaded large areas of Iraq, occupying Mosul the second largest City in Iraq, 

and later extended their occupation to the whole of Nineveh and other provinces of 
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During July and August 2015, ISIS announced the lists of 2070 citizen who were 

executed in Mosul among them some 300 women. Their bodies were not handed over 

to their families. Some bodies were burned and others blown up alive.  

Recently, on 6 August 2015, three female lawyers were executed. They were arrested 

in mid-February. Their names are: Nihal Ibrahim, Zainab Wa’ad and Rana Abdul Sattar, 

who worked together in the Court of appeal of Nineveh located in the center of Mosul. 

Many women have been detained in several prisons and were exposed to the utmost 

torture of whipping and beatings. 

 Confiscating the rights to personal privacy, movement, work and education 

ISIS imposed strict guidance for women and girls to wear heavy veil and cover their 

hands and legs. Women are prevented from going out of the house unless 

accompanied by a man and for urgent reasons only, depriving them from work outside 

the house except female obstetricians and women working in the field of nursing at 

hospitals. Whipping is imposed on women violating these rules, and it is carried out in 

public, in particular in the city of Mosul. A special formation of ISIS women militants 

are scattered in the streets, watching and attacking women whom they consider 

violating the rules bitten them monstrously in several parts of the body. This situation 

led huge number of families to stop sending their girls to schools and universities.  

 Deterioration of health situation 

Our sisters in these areas suffer from the lack of medicine and a serious shortage of 

health services such as shortage in maternity hospitals or threads and anesthetic for 

operations, resulting in reduced acute caesarean operations. During one year after ISIS 

invaded Mosul, 147 disabled children with chronic diseases died. People are suffering 

badly from power and water cuts in the severe hot summer season and the harsh 

economic conditions we are witnessing in Iraq at the moment. 

 

Ladies & Gentlemen, 

Women stand ready to engage on many levels to combat extremism. I want to give 

some examples: Last May, we initiated in Erbil the Women Security Forum for Middle 

East and North Africa on Resolution 1325 under the slogan: “Women’s Resistance to 
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for the coming six months. This will include conducting capacity building training for 

200 teachers and 900 students on tolerance, positive conceptions of the other and 

increased understanding of what constitutes religious freedom. Later on, we will 

submit to the Ministry of Education the results of analysis of the baseline and the 

output data with draft recommendations.  

Extremists around the world, whether it’s Boko Haram targeting school girls or ISIS 

deliberately targeting educated women, have tried to deprive women of access to 

education. 

We call on the Security Council to support women in their efforts to combat 
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3. ISIS may have committed all three of the most serious international crimes – namely 

war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide as found by the report issued by 

the UN Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights in March 2015. The Report 

continues to say that the manifest pattern of the attacks against the Yezidis “pointed 

to the intent of ISIS to destroy the Yezidi as a group”. This “strongly suggests” that ISIS 

may have perpetrated genocide. Recognitions like this should be the beginning point 

for the exposure of such crimes and the active follow up for the legal accounting for 

such actions. No impunity should tolerate.  We appeal to the Security Council to adopt 

a new resolution authorizing the international Criminal Court (ICC) to investigate on 

this matter. 

4. We anticipate and look forward to the high level event of the coming UN General 

Assembly to adopt a new resolution, as a matter of urgency, to address the protection 

of women and girls of minority communities; such as Yezidis, from violent extremism 

and terrorism. We further look forward to the high level event to consider the 

empowerment of women and youth in countering radicalization as called for in the UN 

Security Council Resolution 2178 of September 2014. 

5. In these difficult circumstances, there is an urgent need to highlight the role of civil 

society organizations, including women's organizations, in countering terrorism and 

extremism, and in the process of national reconciliation and social cohesion. We 

request UN and its specialized agencies to foster the empowerment programs for 

CSOs on monitoring, and documenting sexual violence during conflicts as well as post 

conflicts situation, and in rendering psycho-social support to the victims. The UN 

agencies must take into consideration the active roles played by women’s 

organizations in exposing the serious consequences inflected on women and girls as a 

result of conflicts, such as child marriage, forced marriage and temporary marriages, 

trafficking and the so-called honor crimes. 

6. The situation in Iraq as a whole contributes to the suffering of women and girls due to 

the internal violence sectarianism, militarization of political parties, failure to enforce 

the law and general lack of cohesion. In these situations women and girls bear the 

greatest burden as clearly indicated by the number of physical attacks, domestic 

violence, and lack of fundamental rights, early and forced marriage and trailing. The 

emergence of tribal and religious norms and customs and the weaknesses of the 

justice institutions strengthen the environment of gender based violence. 

Thank you! 


