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Ladies and Gentlemen,   

It is a great pleasure to take part in the Opening session of this round table on 

illicit trafficking and trade of cultural property as a source of funding for terrorist 

groups, together with our partners, the United Nations Counter-Terrorism 

Committee Executive Directorate 



Since more than 50 years, the 1970 Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and 

Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural 



These landmark examples highlight the potential of cultural heritage as a tool 

to build peace and increase resilience of societies. 

UNESCO has led the efforts to keep the fight against illicit trafficking of cultural 

property and the protection of culture on the political agenda. 

Indeed, through its Resolutions 2199 (2015), 2253 (2015) and notably 2347 

(2017) – the first one being dedicated exclusively to the protection of cultural 

heritage - , the United Nations Security Council recognized the nexus between 

illicit trafficking of cultural property and the financing of terrorism and affirmed 

Culture’s role as a source of stability and inclusion, and as a driver of 

reconciliation and resilience.  

However, despite our joint efforts, the situation remains very worrying. Illicit 

trafficking of cultural property is on the rise, exacerbated by armed conflicts, 

disasters, climate change and the increasing role of online platforms, which 

may have resulted in a proliferation of illegal sales of cultural property. During 

the pandemic, reduced surveillance, protection and resources, have worsened 

the situation: closed museums have been targeted, archaeological sites have 

been looted on a large scale, and a noticeable increase in illicit online sales were 

observed. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to thank the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive 

Directorate for the organisation of this roundtable.  

I would also like to thank Italy for its constant and generous support to 

UNESCO’s actions in the field of protection of cultural heritage - it is also 

through this active solidarity, that multilateralism demonstrates its value, 

relevance and concrete impact. 

International cooperation is at the very heart of the fight against illicit trafficking 

of cultural property. Therefore, we look forward to our continued close 

cooperation with all the relevant partners and Member States to meet the new 

challenges in tackling this crime.  



I wish you fruitful discussions.  

Thank you for your attention.  


