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UN Climate Change (UNFCCC Secretariat) contribution for the preparation of the Secretary 
General’s background note for the preparator meeting of the 2020 United Nations Conference to 

Support the Implementation of Skground note for the 

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
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The Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) under the UNFCCC has 
identified the 

https://gcos.wmo.int/en/global-climate-indicators
https://www.ipcc.ch/event/second-joint-session-of-ipcc-working-groups-i-and-ii-and-ipcc-51/
https://unfccc.int/event/sbsta-51
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 Urgent carbon dioxide emission reduction by Parties under the Paris Agreement would 
ameliorate further ocean acidification (indicator14.3); 

 Marine protected areas and sustainable fishing must take into account climate change and 
be climate smart (indicator 14.5, 14.7)  

Furthermore, the importance of scientific knowledge on the ocean as highlighted under SDG 14 
(indicator 14.A) is reflected in the recognition of the importance of the same knowledge by the 
SBSTA. 

Climate action focusing on ocean ecosystems presents an opportunity for action for mitigation and 
adaptation to build resilience and generate co-benefits, including: 

 for governments, communities and stakeholders living with the ocean every day and living with 
the increasing risks in the next decades as identified in the SROCC; 

 NDCs (including adaptation and mitigation) and NAPs should ensure appropriate focus on 
oceans, including increasing ambition on oceans in the 2020 revised/updated NDCs; 

 Action at the climate/ocean nexus can include: 

1. Adaptation actions, such as relevant nature-based solutions, climate-proofed marine 
protected areas, ecosystem approaches to fisheries management, and resilient 
development for coastal communities; 

2. Mitigation actions, such as renewable blue energy, reduction in emissions from 
maritime transport, and reporting using the IPCC 2013 Wetlands Supplement to the 
2006 IPCC reporting guidelines for GHG inventories  

3. Synergistic actions, such as protection and restoration of blue-
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level events and through UNDESA and UNFCCC active collaboration on climate action and SDG 
synergies. The work on the UNFCCC Nairobi work programme, although in early stages, has brought 
together an expert group to scope knowledge gaps and work together on specific issues and themes 
to subsequently build partnerships and co-design actions. A focal point forum at COP 25 will help 
advance this work which will by reported back to SBSTA 52 (2020).  

 

Suggestions for possible themes for the interactive dialogues 

 Science for ocean resilience - Operationalising the IPCC Special Report on the Ocean and 
Cryosphere in a Changing Climate (SROCC), including through NDCs and NAPs under the 
Paris Agreement and SDGs 13 and 14 – and opportunities under the UN Decade for ocean 
science for sustainable development; 

 Enhancing synergies for climate action in ocean ecosystems – linking the outcomes of the 
Secretary General’s 2019 Climate Summit and COP 25 to the 2020 United Nations 
Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14; 

 Measuring collective progress of climate action focusing on ocean ecosystems under the 
Paris Agreement and 2030 Agenda. 


