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Ambassador Peter Thomson Video Message for 
Keeping the Momentum for Ocean Action 

Webinars – Asia Pacific (UNDESA/ESCAP), 3 June 
2020  

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

All courtesies observed and greetings to you all as 
we gather here in cyberspace. I hope that whatever 
your circumstance, that you and your families are 
safe and well. And I trust that everyone is finding it 
in their hearts to exercise the best of human traits: 
of sharing, of empathy and of kindness to our 
fellows and those who are suffering the most in our 
communities as a consequence of this pandemic. 
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the beautiful harbor city of Lisbon, Portugal; and 
the co-hosts, Portugal and Kenya, are resolute in 
their determination to host a vibrant conference 
that will break new ground for the innovation and 
science required to successfully implement SDG14. 

 

So here we are, Ladies and Gentlemen, gathered in 
virtual proximity to discuss how we can best 
maintain the momentum for Ocean Action. 
Welcome everyone to this webinar and I trust you 
will find it to be a useful part of your working week.  
 

We will be delving in particular into two issues that 
are critical for the well-being of the Ocean in our 
Asia-Pacific region, namely marine plastic pollution 
and ocean-climate synergies. It is only right that we 
should address the marine plastic pollution issue, 
for in this regard South East Asia and East Asia have 
been identified as the worst-affected regions on the 
planet. 
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When it comes to the Ocean-Climate nexus, again 
we find ourselves at the frontlines. For the great 
majority of the world’s coral is found in Asia-Pacific 
and many of our Member States are either low-
lying island countries or have long stretches of low-
lying arable and residential coastal lands. One of the 
chief effects of global warming and climate change 
is the warming of the Ocean; and the warming of 
the Ocean leads inexorably to the death of coral 
and rising sea levels. 

 
Covering 70% of the earth’s surface, absorbing 25% 
of all CO2 emissions and 90% of the heat generated 
by our greenhouse gas emissions, the Ocean is the 
planet's largest biosphere and climate regulator. Yet 
the Ocean’s intricate link with climate change and 
biodiversity loss, as well as its central role in 
providing food, energy, jobs and pharmaceuticals, is 
still not sufficiently recognized.  
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Ladies and gentlemen, we all know that 
Governments and corporations are facing very 
difficult decisions at this time of planning and 
managing the economic recovery from the 
coronavirus pandemic. We must face the fact that 
prolonged global economic slowdown runs the 
associated risk of reducing commitment to climate 
action, and this cannot be allowed to happen. I’ve 
already provided two examples, the death of coral 
and rising sea levels, as to why that should not be 
countenanced. 
 

So while we are still in the grip of this paralysing 
pandemic, we should all be examining with great 
care the routes of economic recovery upon which 
we will soon be embarking. I firmly believe it is at 
this time that our voices should be heard in favour 
of the high road to a clean, green transition, a road I 
call the Blue-Green Recovery Road.  
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funds into a future of sustainable projects that help 
the environment and the climate.  

 
Ladies and gentlemen, we have always known that 
humans and nature are part of one connected 
system; with nature providing us our water, air, 
medicine, food and so many other benefits. Lately 
we have been riding 
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unprecedented reductions in anthropogenic 
greenhouse gas emissions around the world shape 
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take urgent actions for the conservation and 
sustainable use of the Ocean. That call included the 
encouragement at the regional level of policies to 
reduce marine pollution, to strengthen cooperation 
and policy coherence, and to promote synergy 
between Goal 13 on Climate action and Goal 14 on 
Ocean action. To bring positive action to fine words, 
I 
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Ladies and gentlemen, to conclude my remarks, I 
recall that the last time I was in Bangkok was to 
speak at the Asia-
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And I fully expect to work further with you in 
preparations for the UN Decade of Ocean Science 
for Sustainable Development. And of course, I look 
forward to convening with you both in person and 
virtually at the UN Ocean Conference in Lisbon.  

 

The challenge to faithfully implement the targets of 
SDG14 is a global one, but Asia-Pacific has a huge 
role to play in meeting it. As we say in Fiji, “tabu 
soro”, no surrender!  

 
I thank you for your attention. 

 


