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https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/strategic-preparedness-and-response-plan-for-the-new-coronavirus
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/strategic-preparedness-and-response-plan-for-the-new-coronavirus
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator
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https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Global-Humanitarian-Response-Plan-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Global-Humanitarian-Response-Plan-COVID-19.pdf
/en/coronavirus/un-secretary-general
/en/coronavirus/information-un-system
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
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1 - HEALTH: COVID-19 STRATEGIC PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE PLAN (SPRP)

2 - HUMANITARIAN: GLOBAL HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE PLAN (GHRP)

3 - DEVELOPMENT: UN SOCIO-ECONOMIC RESPONSE FRAMEWORK

Strategic objectives Partners

Funding requirements

Funding requirements

Funding requirements

Partners

Partners

Strategic objectives

Strategic objectives

Rapidly establishing international 
coordination & operations support

200+
governments, international and 
non-governmental organizations, 
research institutes and businesses

$1,740m
required of which $1,022m (59%) 
received or pledged as of June 24

$7,320m
required of which $1,440m (19.7%) 
received or pledged as of June 24

$1,000m
required for the first 9 months of 
the response of which $49m (5%) 
secured

60+
international and non-governmental 
organizations

165+
national institutions in countries  
and territories with UN Country 
Teams

Contain the spread of the COVID-19 
pandemic and decrease morbidity 
and mortality

Scaling up country preparedness 
and response operations

Decrease the deterioration of 
human assets and rights, social 
cohesion and livelihoods

Accelerating priority research  
and innovation

Protecting health services and 
systems during the crisis

Protecting people: Social protection 
and basic service

Protecting jobs, small and medium- 
sized enterprises, informal sector

Facilitating macroeconomic re-
sponse & multilateral collaboration

Supporting social cohesion and 
community resilience
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of the virus, particularly among especially 
vulnerable populations, including in camps, 
prisons and detention centres; disseminate 
information widely about prevention and 
containment measures; and support national 
response planning and decision-making; 

• The Secretary-General is using his convening 
power and advocacy to mobilize world lead-
ers on critical issues such as cooperation on 
a vaccine, financing and debt relief – includ-
ing the 28 May largest gathering of world 
leaders since the beginning of the pandemic; 

• Peacekeeping missions are putting in 
place a series of mitigation measures to 
continue helping to protect vulnerable 
communities while promoting the safety, 
security and health of all UN personnel  and 
maintaining continuity of operations;

• Humanitarian agencies already support 
more than 100 million people around the 
world and are placing high priority on con-
tinuing to provide life-saving help for those 
people, while also supporting the wider 
UN system’s response to the pandemic;

• UN development system framework: The 
UN system is assisting countries in five 
main areas: health services; social protec-
tion; jobs; fiscal and financial stimulus; and 
social cohesion and community resilience.  
Environmental sustainability is a thread 
running through these workstreams.

• 

/en/coronavirus/financing-development
/en/coronavirus/financing-development
/en/coronavirus/financing-development
https://peacekeeping.un.org/en
https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/impact-of-covid-19-un-peacekeeping
https://www.unocha.org/covid19
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/UN-framework-for-the-immediate-socio-economic-response-to-COVID-19.pdf
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/03/1059972
/en/un-coronavirus-communications-team/make-prevention-and-redress-violence-against-women-key-part
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/covid-19
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/coronavirus.html
https://en.unesco.org/covid19
https://www.wfp.org/emergencies/covid-19-pandemic
http://www.fao.org/2019-ncov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.unenvironment.org/covid-19-updates
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/covid-19.html
https://www.unfpa.org/covid19
https://unhabitat.org/un-habitat-covid-19-response-plan
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/in-focus-gender-equality-in-covid-19-response
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/coronavirus-covid-19.html
https://www.iom.int/covid19
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/Pages/covid-19.aspx
https://www.ifad.org/en/covid19
https://www.unido.org/unidos-comprehensive-response-covid-19
https://www.unwto.org/tourism-covid-19
http://www.upu.int/en/activities/upu-action-on-network-disruptions-caused-by-covid-19/about-upu-action-on-network-disruptions-caused-by-covid-19.html
https://www.wipo.int/covid-19/en/
https://www.unaids.org/en/covid19
https://unitar.org/unitars-response-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.unrwa.org/covid_19
https://www.iaea.org/covid-19
https://www.icao.int/Security/COVID-19/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.worldbank.org/en/who-we-are/news/coronavirus-covid19
https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19
https://www.unops.org
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“Verified” campaign on misinformation: 
Alongside the pandemic, the world is experienc-
ing an infodemic of misinformation – a war on 
science, a surge of stigma, a tsunami of hate, 
and ramped-up efforts to exploit young people 
spending more time online.  The new United 
Nations “Verified” initiative aims to share clear, 
compelling content, and fight lies with fact-
based advice and solutions. EPI-WIN, WHO’s 
Information Network for Epidemics, provides 

https://shareverified.com/en
https://www.who.int/teams/risk-communication
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/strategic-preparedness-and-response-plan-for-the-new-coronavirus
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/donate
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Global-Humanitarian-Response-Plan-COVID-19.pdf
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/952/summary
http://mptf.undp.org/factsheet/fund/COV00
http://mptf.undp.org/factsheet/fund/COV00
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FACTS ON UN FAMILY SUPPORT ON THE GROUND

as of early June

MEDICAL COORDINATION

134 countries
coordinating with WHO on strategic 
preparedness and response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic

nKuneKune



https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://covid19.who.int/
/en/un-coronavirus-communications-team/all-hands-deck-fight-once-lifetime-pandemic
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
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Control the pandemic, 
contain the virus

The first aim is to suppress transmission of 
the virus to control the pandemic. Most people 
infected with COVID-19 will experience mild 
to moderate respiratory illness and recover 
without requiring special treatment.  Some 
people, particularly older people and those with 
underlying medical conditions are more likely to 
develop serious illness. Until specific vaccines 
or treatments for COVID-19 become available, 
the only effective response, according to WHO 
guidelines, is a comprehensive approach that 
actively detects, tests, isolates and cares for 
every case, and to trace and quarantine every 
contact. This will require physical distancing 
measures, fact-and science-based public infor-
mation, expanded testing, increasing capacity 
of healthcare facilities, supporting healthcare 
workers, and ensuring adequate supplies. 

To slow down transmission, countries have 
implemented a number of public health meas-
ures, including restrictions on movement, 
public gatherings, and economic activity. As 
they consider lifting or adjusting these meas-
ures, they need to take into account six criteria 
in order to minimize the risk of resurgence: 
1) Disease transmission is under control; 2) 
Health systems are able to detect, test, isolate 
and treat every case and trace every contact; 

3) Outbreak risks are minimized in vulnerable 
places, such as nursing homes and health 
facilities; 4) Schools, workplaces and other 
essential places have established preventive 
measures; 5) The risk of importing new cases 
can be managed; 6) Communities are fully 
educated, engaged and empowered to live 
under a new normal. Every person has a role 
to play to protect lives and stop the virus. 

Some countries can achieve these conditions 
with their own resources but developing coun-
tries need support. The United Nations system 
has mobilized fully to assist governments, 
partners, and communities, including through:

• Delivering medical supplies: The United 
Nations has mobilized its extensive procure-
ment and logistics capacities and network of 
supply chains, especially WHO procurement 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/covid-19-operations
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/covid-19-operations
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/04/1061662


https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-situational-update-5---12-june-2020
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail-redirect/weekly-update-on-covid-19---12-june-2020
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/strategies-and-plans
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/strategies-and-plans
ttps://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/UNICEF_Global_COVID19_Situation_Report_No_6__15_28_May_2020.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/strategic-preparedness-and-response-plan-for-the-new-coronavirus
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/strategic-preparedness-and-response-plan-for-the-new-coronavirus
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/strategies-and-plans
http://www.shareverified.com/
https://www.who.int/teams/risk-communication
/en/coronavirus/covid-19-awareness-strikes-perfect-note
/en/coronavirus/covid-19-awareness-strikes-perfect-note
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https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/UNICEF_Global_COVID19_Situation_Report_No_6__15_28_May_2020.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Novel Coronavirus_sitreps.html
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Novel Coronavirus_sitreps.html
https://unic.un.org/
https://unic.un.org/
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Global-Humanitarian-Response-Plan-COVID-19.pdf
/en/coronavirus/un-secretary-general
/en/coronavirus/un-secretary-general
/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2020-04-24/secretary-generals-remarks-the-launch-of-the-statement-of-commitment-and-call-for-support-for-the-global-collaboration-accelerate-the-development-production-and
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/274)
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov/covid-19-technology-access-pool/solidarity-call-to-action
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov/covid-19-technology-access-pool
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov/covid-19-technology-access-pool
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Preparedness

The third aim is to strengthen pandemic pre-
paredness, management and response glob-
ally. The costs of COVID-19 already outweigh 
those of all previous epidemics combined and 
there are growing risks of other epidemics 
that spread rapidly and are difficult to contain. 
COVID-19 has exposed dangerous gaps in pre-
paredness and health coverage and access. 
Only one third of countries have put in place 
the capacities required under International 
Health Regulations (2005). Pandemic prepar-
edness and response require a standardized 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/global-research-on-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov/covid-19-technology-access-pool


/sg/en/content/sg/press-encounter/2020-03-19/secretary-general-virtual-press-encounter-covid-19-crisis
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/33748
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/33748
/sg/en/content/sg/note-correspondents/2020-03-24/note-correspondents-letter-the-secretary-general-g-20-members
/sg/en/content/sg/note-correspondents/2020-03-24/note-correspondents-letter-the-secretary-general-g-20-members
/en/coronavirus/un-secretary-general
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/UNICEF_Global_COVID19_Situation_Report_No_6__15_28_May_2020.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/UNICEF_Global_COVID19_Situation_Report_No_6__15_28_May_2020.pdf
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https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/UNICEF_Global_COVID19_Situation_Report_No_6__15_28_May_2020.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Global-Humanitarian-Response-Plan-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Global-Humanitarian-Response-Plan-COVID-19.pdf
/sg/en/content/sg/note-correspondents/2020-03-24/note-correspondents-letter-the-secretary-general-g-20-members
/sg/en/content/sg/note-correspondents/2020-03-24/note-correspondents-letter-the-secretary-general-g-20-members
/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_report_socio-economic_impact_of_covid19.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_report_socio-economic_impact_of_covid19.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_report_socio-economic_impact_of_covid19.pdf
/en/coronavirus/financing-development
/en/coronavirus/financing-development
/sites/un2.un.org/files/discussion_note_1-global_liquidity_and_financial_stability_-_hle_ffd_covid-5-25-20.pdf
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financial stability to safeguard development 
gains and strengthen the recovery for the 
benefit of current and future generations. 

• Debt: So as to prevent debt crises in all 
countries at risk, including middle income 
countries, since such crises risk undermining 

/sites/un2.un.org/files/discussion_note_2-debt_vulnerabity-_hle_ffd_covid-5-25-20.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/discussion_note_3-private_sector_creditors-_hle_ffd_covid-5-25-20.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/discussion_note_4-external_finance_for_inclusive_growth-_hle_ffd_covid-5-25-20.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/discussion_note_4-external_finance_for_inclusive_growth-_hle_ffd_covid-5-25-20.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/discussion_note_5-illicit_financial_flows-_hle_ffd_covid-5-25-20.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/discussion_note_5-illicit_financial_flows-_hle_ffd_covid-5-25-20.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/discussion_note_6-recovering_better_for_sustainability-_hle_ffd_covid-5-25-20.pdf
/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_report_socio-economic_impact_of_covid19.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_report_socio-economic_impact_of_covid19.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/resources/un-framework-immediate-socio-economic-response-covid-19
https://unsdg.un.org/resources/un-framework-immediate-socio-economic-response-covid-19
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weaknesses in the delivery of public services 
and structural inequalities that impede access to 
them.  The policy brief underscores how govern-
ments and others can ensure better outcomes 
for everyone by keeping human rights consider-
ations to the fore in their responses. This holds 
both for the public health emergency and the 
broader impact on people’s lives and livelihoods. 

/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief_on_human_rights_and_covid_23_april_2020.pdf
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/02/1057961
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/02/1057961
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/COVID19Guidance.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/COVID19Guidance.aspx
/en/un-coronavirus-communications-team/fury-virus-illustrates-folly-war
/sites/un2.un.org/files/update_on_sg_appeal_for_ceasefire_april_2020.pdf
https://dppa.un.org/en/current-presences
https://dppa.un.org/en/current-presences
https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/where-we-operate
https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/where-we-operate


UNITED NATIONS COMPREHENSIVE RESPONSE TO COVID-19    18    

Ending violence everywhere 
– including in the home

The Secretary-General has also urged all gov-
ernments to make the prevention and redress 
of violence against women a key part of their 
national response plans. On 5 April, he issued a 
global call emphasizing the need for an end to all 
violence against women everywhere, including in 
the home. There is increased demand on domes-
tic violence helplines and emergency shelters. 
Nearly one in five women worldwide has expe-
rienced violence in the past year. Many are now 
trapped at home with their abusers. The human-
itarian access for sexual and gender-based vio-
lence service providers has been also restricted. 
Over 140 governments have supported this call. 
At country-level, the United Nations, with UN 
Women in the lead, is undertaking rapid assess-
ments of violence against women and girls as 
well as strengthening access to essential and 
quality services for women survivors of violence. 

/en/un-coronavirus-communications-team/make-prevention-and-redress-violence-against-women-key-part
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/in-focus-gender-equality-in-covid-19-response/un-women-response-to-covid-19-crisis#violence
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/in-focus-gender-equality-in-covid-19-response/un-women-response-to-covid-19-crisis#violence
/en/coronavirus/we-must-act-now-strengthen-immunity-our-societies-against-virus-hate
/en/genocideprevention/hate-speech-strategy.shtml
/en/genocideprevention/hate-speech-strategy.shtml
/en/un-coronavirus-communications-team/time-science-and-solidarity
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/un-egypt-aims-curb-online-rumours
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/un-egypt-aims-curb-online-rumours
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/zimbabwean-journalists-get-story-straight-covid-19
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiFte6Gw4vqAhVjZTUKHdHvCpAQFjAAegQIBRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wfp.org%2Fnews%2Fwfp-chief-warns-hunger-pandemic-covid-19-spreads-statement-un-security-council&usg=AOvVaw10PaYgJfZUIEYHtEl8Cqp6
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/33748
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/33748


/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_covid_impact_on_food_security.pdf
https://www.wfp.org/emergencies/covid-19-pandemic
https://www.wfp.org/emergencies/covid-19-pandemic
https://www.wfp.org/emergencies/covid-19-pandemic
http://www.fao.org/2019-ncov/en/
http://www.fao.org/2019-ncov/en/
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/lang--en/index.htm
/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_covid_world_of_work_and_covid-19_june_2020.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/employment/Informationresources/covid-19/other/WCMS_748323?lang=en


https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/05/01/future-of-cities-urban-life-after-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/05/01/future-of-cities-urban-life-after-coronavirus-pandemic/


/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_covid-19_impact_on_africa_may_2020.pdf
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disaster. The policy brief details how this impact 
presents itself as three interlocking crises: a 
health crisis whereby people on the move may 
lack the tools to protect themselves against 
the virus; a socio-economic crisis exacerbating 

/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_people_on_the_move.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/policy_brief_on_covid_impact_on_women_9_apr_2020_updated.pdf


https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/in-focus-gender-equality-in-covid-19-response/un-women-response-to-covid-19-crisis#social
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/in-focus-gender-equality-in-covid-19-response/un-women-response-to-covid-19-crisis#social
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/strategies-and-plans
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/strategies-and-plans
/sites/un2.un.org/files/policy_brief_on_covid_impact_on_children_16_april_2020.pdf
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else. They may face great suffering and isola-
tion under lockdowns and restrictions. We must 
not treat older people as invisible or powerless. 
Many older people depend on an income and are 
fully engaged in work, in family life, in teaching 
and learning, and in looking after others. Their 
voices and leadership count. They contribute 
immeasurably to their families and communities 
in various roles, and commonly sacrifice their 
own well-being as care workers or in helping chil-
dren and grandchildren.  This is especially true of 
older women. The policy brief calls for tackling 
the threat to their lives and health without dis-
crimination on the basis of their age; strengthen-

/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief_on_covid-19_and_older_persons_1_may_2020.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_persons_with_disabilities_final.pdf
/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief-covid_and_mental_health_final.pdf
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As we recover, we must shift more services to 
the community, and make sure mental health 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/06/1066262
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– the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. We 
must keep our promises for people and planet.

Recovery must go hand-in-
hand with climate action

Recovery needs to go hand-in-hand with climate 
action. We cannot postpone climate action 
because climate change is not on hold. 2020 
remains critical for making progress on the 
climate emergency: we need to decarbonize 
the transport, buildings and energy sectors; 
transition away from fossil fuels and clear the 
air we breathe by stopping coal; ensure that 
vulnerable populations are protected from the 
impacts of extreme climate events; and create 
the jobs needed to build resilient and sustainable 
infrastructures. And we have to halt biodiver-
sity loss. The better we manage the health of 
our ecosystems, the better we manage human 

/sg/en/content/sg/articles/2020-04-28/time-save-the-sick-and-rescue-the-planet
/sg/en/content/sg/articles/2020-04-28/time-save-the-sick-and-rescue-the-planet
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There are three main avenues for 
which the UN is seeking specific fund-

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/strategic-preparedness-and-response-plan-for-the-new-coronavirus
https://cerf.un.org/
https://cerf.un.org/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/donate
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/donate


https://fts.unocha.org/
http://mptf.undp.org/factsheet/fund/COV00
http://mptf.undp.org/factsheet/fund/COV00

