


 

 
- 2 - 

             
PROGRAM 

 
 
 

 

 
08:00 – 08:45 Press Briefing  

 

 
09:00 – 11:00 Opening Plenary – A Bold Ambition to Improve Food Systems 
Venue: Plenary Hall  

  

Laying the foundations and vision of success for the 3-day Pre-Summit with a consolidated overview of the Scientific 
Base, FSS Dialogues, Prioritized Solutions from Action Tracks & Levers; anchored in understanding of Summit process 

to date. 
 

Moderator – Mr. Jeff Koinange, Anchor (3 mins) 
 
Opening – The Foundations of the Food Systems Summit and the Process to Date (10 mins) 

 Food Systems Summit Video (3 mins) 

 Keynote Remarks – H.E. Amina J. Mohammed, Deputy Secretary-General, United Nations 
(7 mins) 

 
Panel Discussion – Getting All the Ingredients on the Table (35 mins) 

 Dialogues – Dr. David Nabarro, Senior Advisor, Food Systems Summit Dialogues  
 Independent Dialogues – Ms. Elizabeth Nsimadala, President, Pan Africa Farmers 

Organization (PAFO) and President, Eastern Africa Farmers Federation (EAFF)  
 Scientific Group – Prof. Joachim von Braun, Chair, Food Systems Summit Scientific Group  
 Action Tracks – Prof. Saleemul Huq, Chair, Action Track on Building Resilience to 

Vulnerabilities, Shocks and Stresses and Director, International Center for Climate Change and 
Development (ICCCAD)  

 Constituencies – Ms. Anne Nuorgam, Chair, Permanent Forum Indigenous Issues  
 Levers of change, Finance - Ms. Mari Pangestu, Managing Director of Development Policy 

and Partnerships, World Bank  
 
Reactions (30 mins) 

 H.E. Ms. Beatriz Argimon, Vice President, Uruguay  
 H.E. Gerd Müller, Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development, Germany  

 Ms. Damilola Ogunbiyi, CEO and Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for 
Sustainable Energy for All (SEforALL) 

 Mr. Peter Bakker, President and CEO, World Business Council for Sustainable Development 
(WBCSD)  

 Ms. Ma. Estrella Penunia, Secretary-General, Asian Farmers’ Association for Sustainable 
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High-level Statements (15 mins) 

  
 H.E. Oumer Hussein Oba, Minister of Agriculture, Ethiopia  
 H.E. Karina Gould, Minister of Development, Canada 
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 Dr. João Campari, Leader of the Global Food Practice for WWF International and Chair of 
Action Track 3  

 
High-level Panels 
 
Panel Discussion 1 – How Can We Make 2021 the Start of a 'Decade of Action' for Food, 
Climate and Biodiversity Goals? (45 mins) 

 
 

 Mr. Nigel Topping, High Level Champion for Climate Change at COP26 and Race to Zero  
 Ms. Elizabeth Mrema, Executive Secretary, Convention on Biological Diversity  
 H.E. Janusz Wojciechowski, Commissioner for Agriculture, European Commission  
 H.E. Lord Zac Goldsmith, Minister for Pacific and the Environment at the Foreign, 

Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) and the Department for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs (Defra), United Kingdom  

 Mr. Sun Tan, Vice President of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences 

 Dr. Andrew Steer, President and CEO, The Bezos Earth Fund  
 Ms. Florence Jeantet, Managing Director, One Planet Business for Biodiversity (OP2B) 

 
 

Pre-recorded video as interval between sessions to hear 'voices from the ground' featuring farmers, 
food producers and other local communities – (5 mins) 

Panel Discussion 2 – Food production that works for nature, climate and people (45 mins) 
 

 Dr. Shakuntala Thilsted, WorldFish, World Food Prize Winner 2021  

 Dr. Rattan Lal, World Food Prize Winner 2020  
 Ms. Melissa Pinfield, Executive Director, Just Rural Transition Secretariat Meridian Institute  
 Ms. Ma. Estrella Penunia, Secretary-General, Asian Farmers’ Association for Sustainable 

Rural Development (AFA)  
 H.E. Moussa Balde, Minister of Agriculture and Rural Equipment, Senegal  
 H.E. Mahendra Reddy, Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Waterways, Fiji  
 Mr. Tom Grasso, Senior Advisor, Environmental Defense Fund (EDF)  
 Ms. Vicky Taulli Corpuz, Tebteba Foundation 

 

 
Closing Remarks (10 mins) 

 Mr. Lavetanalagi Seru, Action Track Vice Chair, UN Food Systems Summit 2021  
 Dr. Ibrahim Thiaw, Executive Secretary, United Nations Convention to Combat 

Desertification (UNCCD)  
 

 

 
12:00 – 
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 Ms. Magdalena Skipper, Editor in Chief, Nature 
 

Block 1: Bio-Science, Digital Sciences and Agronomy Innovations  
 Prof. Louise O. Fresco, Vice Chair of the Food Systems Summit Scientific Group, President of 

the Executive Board, Wageningen University & Research  
 Prof. Elizabeth Hodson de Jaramillo, Professor Emeritus School of Sciences of the Pontificia 

Universidad Javeriana, and member of Inter American Network of Academies of Sciences (IANAS) 

 Dr. Lee Recht, Head of Sustainability, Aleph Farms 
 Dr. Manuel Otero, Director-General, Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture 

(IICA) 
 
Block 2: Science Serving End Hunger and Safe and Nutritious Food for All 

 Dr. Kaosar Afsana, Vice Chair of the Food Systems Summit Scientific Group, Professor Public 
Health, BRAC University 

 Dr. Claudia Sadoff, Managing Director, Research Delivery and Impact of the CGIAR System 
Organization (CGIAR) 

 Dr. Godfrey Bahiigwa, Director, Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture, African Union 
Commission  

 Ms. Rita Teresa Terlaje Barcinas, Program Coordinator, Beginning Farmer & Rancher 
Development Program (BFRDP), University of Guam  

 Mr. Paul van de Logt, Head, Food and Nutrition Security, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Netherlands 

 
Block 3: Science and Institutional Innovations for Food Systems Sustainability  

 Prof. Mohamed Hassan, Vice Chair of the Food Systems Summit Scientific Group, President of 

The World Academy of Sciences for the advancement of science in developing countries (TWAS) 
 Prof. Thomas W. Hertel, Professor of Agricultural Economics at Purdue University and 

Executive Director of the Global Trade Analysis Project (GTAP) 
 Ms. Geraldine Matchett, Co-CEO and CFO, Royal DSM  
 Ms. Su Kahumbu Stephanou, Founder and CEO, iCow 
 Mr. Patrick Caron, International Director, Montpellier’s University 

 
 

12:30 – 13:30 Ministerial Statements  
Venue: Yellow room  
 
13:30 – 14:20 Agroecology for Food Systems Transformation 
Venue: Yellow room 

 
Speakers 

 H.E. Moussa Balde, Minister of Agriculture & Rural Development, Senegal 
 H.E. Julien Denormandie, Minister of Agriculture and Food, France 
 Mr. Papa Abdoulaye Seck, Ambassador, Permanent Representative to FAO, IFAD and WFP, 

Senegal  
 Ms. Rachel Bezner Kerr, Professor of Global Development, Cornell University 
 Mr. Vijay Kumar, Vice-Chair on Producers, UNFSS Champions Network  
 H.E. António Francisco de Assis, Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Angola   
 H.E. Dr. Miguel J. Garcia-Winder, Ambassador, Mexico 
 H.E. Mahindananda Althugamage, Minister of Agriculture, Sri Lanka 
 Ms. Ma. Estrella Penunia, Secretary-General, Asian Farmers’ Association for Sustainable Rural 

Development (AFA) 
 Ms. Musonda Mumba, Chief of the Terrestrial Ecosystems, UNEP 
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13:30 – 14:20 Lunch and Affiliated Sessions 

 
 

15:00 – 17:00 Official Ceremony and Global Town Hall: Rising Up to the Future We Want  
Venue: Plenary Hall  

 
As the pinnacle moment in the Pre-Summit and in the entire Food Systems Summit process to date, this session with 
the UN Secretary-General and Heads of State and Government will lay out how transforming food systems around the 

world can help deliver on all shared goals for people, planet, and prosperity. It will set a bold tone of leadership as 
Member States step forward with their visions and top priorities for national and regional pathways for food systems 
transformation to achieve the SDGs by 2030. As a People’s Summit, it will also feature a global town hall segment that 
engages countries, national dialogue convenors, and constituencies all around the world to draw out the most critical 

transitions needed to support these visions on the ground and at the front lines of food systems.  
 

 
Moderator – Ms. Monica Maggjoni, Journalist  
 

Sequence 1: High Level Leaders Segment – Framing the Future We Want (30 mins)  
Welcome Remarks  

 H.E. QU Dongyu, Director-General, Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO)  
 

Remarks on The Future We Want  
 H.E. Antonio Guterres, Secretary-General, United Nations 

 
Head of State Remarks –  

 H.E. Mario Draghi, Prime Minister of Italy 
 H.E. Paul Kagame, President, Rwanda and Chair, African Union Development Agency  
 H.E. Archbishop Paul Gallagher, Secretary for Relations with States, Vatican and 

Representative of H.H. Pope Francis 
 

Sequence 2: Global Town Hall with the UN Deputy Secretary-General, Amina Mohammed – 
Accelerating the Critical Transitions Required (90 mins)  

 
Building on the leadership and commitments of the high-level segment, the session will explore 

how the global community - including more than 140 national conveners - is doing in 
navigating many of the critical transitions that will be required to achieve the 2030 Agenda 

through food systems.  
The session seeks to boost ambition, share experiences and lessons, and inspire others to 
do more in developing pathways and coalitions towards the Summit in September.  

 
 

 
17:00 – 17:30 Coffee Break 

 
 
17:30 – 18:20 Transforming Food Systems Together-Youth Actions for our Present and Future   
Venue: Green room  

For more than a year now, young people have played a central role in global deliberations and actions towards 

equitable and just food systems in preparation for the United Nations Food System Summit (UNFSS). In an inspiring 
and powerful session, global youth will propose commitments and actions towards a better future for our food system.  

 







http://about:blank/
http://about:blank/
http://about:blank/
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Welcome and Introduction by the Moderator 
  
Framing Remarks  

 Mr. Thanawat Tiensin, CFS Chairperson and Permanent Representative of Thailand to FAO, 
IFAD and WFP   

 Prof. Martin Cole, Chairperson, High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition 

(HLPE) of the UN Committee on World Food Security (CFS) 
Keynote Remarks:  

 H.E. Gotabaya Rajapakse, President, Sri Lanka  
  
Panel Discussion 

 H.E. Ambassador Hans Hoogeveen, Independent Chair of the FAO Council 
 H.E. Gabriel Bairobe, Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Cameroon 
 Dr. Naoko Yamamoto, Chairperson, UN Nutrition  
 Mr. Michael Fakhri, Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food  

 Mr. Rick White, Chair, International Agri-Food Network and Representative of CFS Private 
Sector Mechanism (PSM) 

 
Closing Remarks by the Moderator  

 
 

18:30 – 19:20 Demand, Innovate and Scale: Partnership and Research to Deliver the 2030 
Agenda (virtual only) 
Venue: Virtual only  

 
This session will highlight the role of Research and Innovation (R&I) in achieving sustainable and resilient food 
systems. A keynote speaker will set the stage, highlighting the current state of agricultural research and how it can 
help transform food systems, from production to consumption. A moderated discussion will bring together 

representatives from different stages of research delivery: demand, innovation, and scaling. They will explore the 
Research and Innovation priorities across different countries, regions and sectors, present actionable solutions to food 
systems challenges, and discuss opportunities for upscaling existing initiatives to achieve better nutrition for all, within 

planetary boundaries.   

 
Moderator: Mr. Juan Lucas Restrepo, Global Director of Partnership and Advocacy, CGIAR  

 
Framing Remarks 

 H.E. Minister, Australia 
 
Moderated Panel Discussion  

 H.E. Minister, UK 
 H.E. Dr. Jewel H. Bronaugh, USA Deputy Secretary of Agriculture  
 Dr. Martin Fregene, Director, Department of Agriculture and Agro-Industry, AfDB  
 Prof. Johan Swinnen, Global Science Director, System Transformation 11(t)9
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19:30 – 20:20 Affiliated Sessions 

 
 

21:00 – 22:00 Pre-Summit Televised Event with Andrea Bocelli  
Venue: Live from the Teatro del Opera stage in Circo Massimo and Webcast on the Plenary Hall 

 

Special televised program with Mr. Andrea Bocelli and heroes working at the forefront of the world’s food systems.  
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11:00 – 11:30 Coffee Break 

 
 

11:30 – 13:30 Unleashing the Power of the Plate – for the Health of People and Planet 
Venue: Plenary Hall   

 
Unhealthy diets have become a leading cause of ill-health and premature deaths around the world and contribute 
significantly to global environmental degradation. In addition, one third of the food we produce is lost or wasted. A 

different world is possible, one where we unleash the power of food to heal people, animals, and the planet. This 
event aims to showcase the essential actions for a healthy and sustainable future and propositions for change which 
have been developed and sourced during the Food System Summit Dialogues and the work of the Action Track 
2. During this session, key stakeholders will reflect on a menu of propositions and bring these to life with concrete 

examples. The event will explore opportunities for key actors to come together to shift towards healthy and 
sustainable consumption patterns to deliver on the SDGs and Paris Agreement.    

 
Moderator 

 Ms. Lana Weidgenant, Vice-Chair of Shifting to Sustainable Consumption Patterns, UN Food 
Systems Summit  

 
Opening Remarks: 

 Dr. Gunhild Stordalen, Founder & Executive Chair, EAT Foundation  
 
Framing Remarks - 
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Panel Discussion 2 - What are examples of concrete solutions and actions that will unleash the 
“power of the plate” on the road to 2030 and beyond? Examples of action through policies, the right 
business practices, the right shifts in behavior. 
 
Moderator 
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Fireside Chat (20 min) 
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High-Level Panel – Country Insights and Perspectives on Food Systems Resilience  

 H.E. Sadhan Chandra Majumder, Minister of Food, Bangladesh  
 H.E. Mamadou Tangara, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Gambia  
 H.E. Gabriel Ferrero, Ambassador at large for Food Systems, Spain   
 H.E. Damien O’Connor, Minister of Agriculture, for Biosecurity, and for Rural Communities, 

New Zealand  

 

Panel Discussion - Unpacking Resilience Through Inspirational Messages & Science 
Messages with Key Resilience Champions. Showcase of Areas of Collective Action for Resilience 

 

Speakers 
 Dr. Naoko Yamamoto, Assistant Director-
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partners committed to deliver on food security priorities by enhancing efforts in ensuring safe and adequate 
nutrition for all, ending all forms of malnutrition, preserving agrobiodiversity, as well as relying on science, 
innovation, advanced business practices and responsible behaviour complementing traditional knowledge, local 

food culture and best practices in order to achieve SDG 2 targets.  
 
Based on G20 previous commitments, the Matera Declaration has prioritized a number of priority areas of work 
for the countries to advance on, with focus on; implementing effective actions for the empowerment of women 

and youth in the rural-urban continuum; social protection measures; catalytic investment; adapting agri-food 
systems to climate change; keeping international food trade open and One Health approach.   
  

The G20 Ministerial Meetings have paved the way and created an excellent opportunity towards The United 
Nations Food Systems Summit (September 2021), where political commitments will be translated to Actions on 
the ground.  

 
Opening Remarks – H.E. QU Dongyu, Director-General, Food and Agricultural Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO) 

 
Keynote Remarks  

 H.E. Luigi Di Maio, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Italy  
 

Framing Remarks – From G20 Matera Declaration to UN Food Systems Summit  
 Dr. Máximo Torero, Chief Economist, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)  

 
High-Level Round Table Discussion 
 

Chair – H.E. Marina Sereni, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Italy  

Speakers:   
 H.E. Josefa Sacko, Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture of the African Union 

Commission  
 H.E. Dr. Syahrul Yasin Limpo, Minister of Agriculture of Indonesia, next Presidency of G20 
 H.E. Gerd Müller, 
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Wrap up remarks by Moderator  

 
 

M

mailto:rsvp_27July21@coldiretti.it
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Insights from Critical Voices – Counter Summit (7 mins) 
 TBC – Representative of the Civil Society Mechanism of the Committee on World Food 

Security  
 
Panel Discussion – Moving Forward (25 mins) 
 Dr. João Campari, Global Leader, Food Practice, WWF International and Chair of Action Track 3  
 Prof. Michael Quinn Patton, Author, Blue Marble Evaluation  

 Dr. Claudia Sadoff, Managing Director, Research Delivery and Impact of the CGIAR System 
Organization (CGIAR)  

 Dr. Jemimah Njuki, Custodian, Gender and Women’s Empowerment Lever of Change and 
Director, Africa, International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)  

 
Closing Remarks by the moderator  
 

 

 
13:30 – 14:20 Lunch and Affiliated Sessions 

 

 

 
14:00 – 15:00 Closing Press Conference  
 

Speakers 
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