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Headsof StateandGovernment,
Your Excellencies,

Ladiesandgentlemen,

Let mebegin by thankingthe SecretaryGenerafor conveningthis High-level Dia-

logueon Energy.

| amparticularlypleasedhatmy Office wasaskedo jointly leadtheworking

groupon EnergyAccesswith our friendsat UNDP andthe World Bank

As we know, EnergyAccesss integralto achievng the 2030Agendaandthegoal
of netzeroemissiondy 205Q For astrongeconomy pettereducationhealthcare
andyes- environmentaprogress- increasinghe paceof electrificationandex-

pansionof cleancookingsolutionsis anurgentmatter.

Excellencies,

Formanyof us,in differentways,Covid-19 hasbeena difficult experienceanda

wake-up call.

Imaginefor amomenttraversingthesdast18 monthswithout accesdo energy.
Thepandemidashighlightedtheimportanceof reliable,affordableandsustaina-
ble energysystemsdo deliver public servicesandthe ability to respondesiliently

to socialand economicchallenges.
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While majoreconomiesresetfor extendederiodsof very low borrowingcosts,
for LDCS, LLDCs andSIDSthestoryis very different. Theyarelikely to seetheir

alreadylimited fiscal spaceevenfurtherconstrained.

Limited aacesso financefor energyinvestmentsn thesecountrieshreatengo

slow-downor evenreverseprogressnadetowardsSDG?.

Excellencies,

Two-thirds of theglobal populationwithout accesgo energylive in the LDCs.

It is imperative therefore for LDCsto accelerateheir paceof electrificationin the
comingdecadesto achievethe goalof universalaccessTo accomplishthis, 63
million newcustomersill needto havebeenconnecteackachyear betweer?2019-
2030 comparedwvith thehistoric paceof 23 million connectionsnadebetween
2000-2018.

Againstthis challengingoackdrop clearly our approacho ensuringuniversalac-

cesso energyrequiresfreshthinking andfreshimpetus.

Therecommendationsom our Working Groupestimateshatenergyaccessn-

vestmens









