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Heads of State and Government, 

Your Excellencies, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Let me begin by thanking the Secretary-General for convening this High-level Dia-

logue on Energy. 

 

I am particularly pleased that my Office was asked to jointly lead the working 

group on Energy Access with our friends at UNDP and the World Bank.  

 

As we know, Energy Access is integral to achieving the 2030 Agenda and the goal 

of net-zero emissions by 2050. For a strong economy, better education, healthcare 

and yes – environmental progress – increasing the pace of electrification and ex-

pansion of clean cooking solutions is an urgent matter.  

 

Excellencies, 

 

For many of us, in different ways, Covid-19 has been a difficult  experience and a 

wake-up call. 

 

Imagine for a moment traversing these last 18 months without access to energy.  

The pandemic has highlighted the importance of reliable, affordable and sustaina-

ble energy systems to deliver public services and the ability to respond resiliently 

to social and economic challenges.   
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While major economies are set for extended periods of very low borrowing costs, 

for LDCS, LLDCs and SIDS the story is very different. They are likely to see their 

already limited fiscal space even further constrained.  

 

Limited access to finance for energy investments in these countries threatens to 

slow-down or even reverse progress made towards SDG7..  

 

Excellencies,  

 

Two-thirds of the global population without access to energy live in the LDCs.  

It is imperative, therefore, for LDCs to accelerate their pace of electrification in the 

coming decades, to achieve the goal of universal access. To accomplish this,  63 

million new customers will  need to have been connected each year  between 2019–

2030, compared with the historic pace of 23 million connections made between  

2000–2018.  

 

Against this challenging backdrop, clearly our approach to ensuring universal ac-

cess to energy requires fresh thinking and fresh impetus.  

 

The recommendations from our Working Group estimates that energy access in-

vestments

energy

 

access

 






