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sustainable environment and economy. Only with commitment from policy makers, industries and citizens, can 
public transport and its workers, continue to bring cities to life,” he added. 
 
Marc Guigon, Director of passenger Department at the International Union of railways, presented the ‘new normal’ 
study for global railways, setting out a series of practical recommendations for railway stakeholders to make the 
most of a changing mobility context.  “We must reflect upon the consequences of the evolution of mobility after 
the pandemic, there is only a short window of opportunity for rail to invest by 2030”. 
 
The session also brought together a diverse panel from local governments and rail/public transport authorities, 
operators and renowned international organisations.  Speakers highlighted how cities, regions and public 
authorities have been hit hard by COVID-19 but remain at the forefront of tackling the health and the climate 
emergency as well as implementing the SDG11.2.  
 
Noel Hechanova, representing the ICLEI Member Ilo Ilo City, Philippines, highlighted the city's strategies and 
actions to reduce car dependency and enhance accessibility. With an urban population of around 500,000 
inhabitants, this rapidly growing city is experiencing increasing traffic congestion and air pollution. Data shows 
that private car and motorcycle sales are increasing rapidly. Therefore, the city has shared how they are planning 
to reduce car dependency by improving public transport through optimization of the routes and regulating para-




