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Dear Delegates,  
 
Whenever I speak about the importance of education, I remember the well-known saying that 
“Education is what remains after one has forgotten what one has learned in school.” 
 
I would say that this is especially relevant today, as UN Secretary General Guterres consistently 
underscored that the outcome of good education in the XXI century means: learning to learn; 
learning to live together, learning to do, and learning to be. I do concur and support such 
education outcomes.  
 
I truly believe that education is not just what you are taught in lessons at school, but what are 
the values a young student is instilled with. I will be first to acknowledge that in my country, 
North Macedonia, we still have a long way to reach the level of education quality that I would 
be happy with. Indeed, the true transformation of my country into a formal European member 
lies first and foremost with our ability to look very hard at ourselves, understand our 
shortcomings, and getting into the mindset that our future depends on us, on what we do, on 
what we can accomplish with our own two hands. This being said, we are committed to create 
conditions and environment that will enable students to thrive and and fulfill their potentials.  
 
Learning to learn means acquiring literacy, but also developing critical thinking and  skills to 
analyse, research, make decision, thus developing potentials of our future doctors, scientists, 
builders, future leaders, upon whom our world will rely.  
 



people at universities. In addition, each year scholarships are provided for secondary school 
and university students, awarded on a number of grounds, such as income or academic success. 
  
• We are working to advance secondary vocational education in order that students who 
do not intend to continue with university education could acquire the necessary qualifications. 
This is our contribution to the goal of learning to do. Guided by the principle of lifelong learning, 
designing various programs we have facilitated requalification and completion of qualifications, 



 
As these efforts are our long-term commitment, at this point, I believe that it is of utmost 
importance to draw your attention to one great challenge standing before all of us this winter, 
that is rather immediate. The energy crisis, that North Macedonia, Europe and the world is 
dealing with poses a real threat to the educational process. To reach the long-term goals, firstly 
we have to ensure that we have enough resources to secure elementary working and living 
conditions, such as warm and lit classrooms and warm and lit homes so our students can have 
uninterrupted, quality education this winter. This is priority no. 1, today, tomorrow and in the 
upcoming long winter months.  
 
The answer to these challenges, is only through mutual international and inter-regional 
cooperation. But most of all – through solidarity. If we want our students to grow up with good 
education, we must show them first how we the adults can solve problems together. 
Otherwise, no education model or development strategy will make a difference or mean 
anything to them.  
 
Knowledge is the key to overcoming challenges current times bring. And the challenges, as we 
see, are enormous.  
 
Making concerted efforts, as we are doing at this Summit and also by working together, we will 
find solutions to what stands before us and achieve progress. 


