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Youth Declaration on Transforming Education

20. We urge decision-makers to invest in the digital infrastructure of education and 
affordable, dignified, safe, and stable access to digital connectivity for all, to aid learning 
and close the digital divide;

21. We demand decision-makers to ensure sustainable, flexible, accessible, equitable, 
efficient, and data-driven sources of funding to effectively and strategically finance 
education transformation in a universal, fair, just, resilient, safe, and democratic manner 
for all learners, especially girls and young women, young persons with disabilities, young 
refugees, indigenous youth, and more;

22. We demand decision-makers, particularly the Member States, to protect and increase 
international and national education financing by protecting education budgets, 
increasing accountable resources of public funding to reach the most vulnerable and 
marginalized children and youth, effectively collaborating across sectors and ministries, 
and ultimately reaching the benchmark of 20% of government budgets for education; 

23. We also urge decision-makers, and particularly the Member States, to support, fully fund, 
and establish multistakeholder and public-private partnerships to ensure dedicated 
funding to transform education and close the gap in quality of education between and 
within regions, public and private institutions, urban and rural areas, and more; 

24. We particularly call upon decision-makers to increase funding for education during 
and after emergencies in the adversely affected regions and territories through official 
development assistance, humanitarian aid, public financing, and others until all children 
and youth have equitable access to quality education, particularly girls and young 
women, refugees, and displaced persons;

25. We demand the decision-makers to establish robust and democratic measures and 
procedures for transparent, accountable, and effective implementation of the above 
recommendations, ensuring especially that the youth can directly and through 
substantive representation, redress, and hold accountable the actions of decision-makers;

Guided by the above principles, purposes, and demands, we – the youth of the world - are 
committed to:

1. Continue to stand in solidarity with every young person worldwide and in all our diversity, 
particularly young women and girls, LGBTIQ+ youth, young persons with disabilities, 
young refugees and migrants, indigenous youth, and other vulnerable and marginalized 
groups, towards transforming education; 

2. Continue advocating for transforming education individually and collectively through 
social movements, civil society organizations, youth-led solutions, and more;



6

3. Continue to hold decision-makers, especially the Member States, accountable during 
the entire process of design, execution, delivery, monitoring, and evaluation of the 
aforementioned demands while ensuring that our accountability frameworks are gender-
transformative;

4. Launch an action plan coordinated by the SDG4 Youth Network to take the 
aforementioned demands forward beyond the Summit, mobilize stakeholders to 
continue growing a global movement for education transformation, and equip young 
people with the necessary skills to advocate for quality education at both local and global 
levels;

5. Promote intergenerational, intercultural, and interreligious dialogue and cooperation in 
education systems across all communities, countries, and regions to create a better world 


