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30. We further welcome and re-emphasize the role of international development 

cooperation, particularly North-South cooperation, which remains a fundamental 

catalyst for sustainable development, in mutually agreed areas of cooperation within 

the framework of South-South and triangular cooperation, which is an important 

complement to, and not a substitute for, North-South cooperation.  

31.  We note the importance of economic, political and cultural ties at various levels 

as contributors to long-term regional prosperity, stability and peace.  

32. We recognize that people, especially the large proportion of youth and working-

age population in landlocked developing countries, are critical assets for their 

development. It is estimated that, between 2024 and 2034, the population in the 

landlocked developing countries will increase by 135 million, to 726 million people. 

Young people constitute a tremendous and essential asset worth investing in, opening 

the door to an unparalleled multiplier effect.  

33. We affirm that Governments play a very important role in articulating and 

implementing the policies and programmes that will support a sustainable future that 

leaves no one behind. National parliaments have a great role to play in enacting 

legislation and allocating funds that serve all in order to leave no one behind.  

34. The present Programme of Action will have five priority areas for action, as 

follows:  

 Priority area 1: Structural transformation and science, technology and innovation  

 Priority area 2: Trade, trade facilitation and regional integration  

 Priority area 3: Transit, transport and connectivity  

 Priority area 4: Enhancing adaptive capacity, strengthening resilience and 

reducing vulnerability to climate change and disasters  

 Priority area 5: Means of implementation.  

35. The fulfilment of commitments in these areas will be supported through 

additional dedicated actions on implementation, follow-up and monitoring.  

 

  Priority area 1: Structural transformation and science, technology and innovation 
 

36. We recognize that the landlocked developing countries face major structural 

impediments to their sustainable development, including weak productive and supply 

capacities and lack of advancement in science, technology and innovation.  

37. We are concerned that many landlocked developing countries have achieved 

limited economic diversification, remained dependent on a few commodities, and 

continued to be positioned at the lower ends of regional and global value chains.  

38. We note with concern that the landlocked developing countries have been 

among the worst affected by multiple and interlinked global crises, including the 

COVID-19 pandemic and its lingering effects, climate change, and geopolitical 

tensions and conflic
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between start-ups, micro-, small and medium-sized enterprises and larger enterprises 

to foster national and regional value chains, strengthen domestic supply capacities 

and open up more opportunities for start-ups and micro-, small and medium-sized 

enterprises.  

74. We commit to supporting a multi-stakeholder approach for private sector 

development in landlocked developing countries, including by establishing measures 

to enhance cooperation between government, the private sector and academic 

institutions and research centres.  

75. 
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  Priority area 2: Trade, trade facilitation and regional integration 
 

 I. International trade  
 

104. We recognize that international trade offers extraordinary opportunities for 

achieving economic growth, job creation and sustainable development. However, 

landlocked developing countries are not able to harness their potential of international 

trade owing in particular to a lack of territorial access to the sea, remoteness from 

world markets and high transit costs and risks. These factors have severely 

constrained the ability of landlocked developing countries to benefit from the gains 

of trade to enhance their socioeconomic development.  

105. We recognize that international trade is critically important for the landlocked 

developing countries, accounting for a higher share of their gross domestic product 

than the world average. We therefore seek to seize the transformative potential of 

trade for sustainable economic growth by significantly increasing the participation of 

landlocked developing countries in global trade.  

106. We are concerned that the landlocked developing countries’ share in global 

merchandise exports was just 1.1 per cent of global trade in 2022, despite the 

landlocked developing countries representing 7 per cent of the world’s population.  

107. We are concerned that the export structure of many landlocked developing 

countries is characterized by a limited number of products, which often have low 

value addition and are greatly affected by external shocks and hazards, noting that 

primary commodities accounted for 83 per cent of the exports of the landlocked 

developing countries in 2022.  

108. We recognize that trade in services, digital trade and e-commerce have great 

potential for overcoming the geographical constraints to trade in landlocked 

developing countries. We are therefore concerned that the landlocked developing 

countries’ share of global exports of services reached only 0.7 per cent in 2022, while 

their share of digitally deliverable services reached only 0.3 per cent in 2022.  

109. We recognize that continued support from the international community is 

critical to assist the efforts of the landlocked developing countries to extract, add 

value to and export their abundant resources of critical minerals.  

110. We acknowledge a need for trade capacity-building for landlocked developing 

countries, including in the areas of trade policy formulation and trade negotiation 

skills.  

111. We underline the importance of the promotion of a rules-based, non-

discriminatory, open, fair, inclusive, equitable and transparent multilateral trading 

system for landlocked developing countries, with the World Trade Organization at its 

core, as well as meaningful trade liberalization.  

112. We note that 26 out of 32 landlocked developing countries are World Trade 

Organization members. Meanwhile, six landlocked developing countries are at 

different stages of the accession process.  

113. We acknowledge the importance of dedicated sessions on transit at the 

Committee on Trade Facilitation. We welcome that the Thirteenth Ministerial 

Conference of the World Trade Organization instructed the Committee on Trade and 

Development to hold focused sessions, to assess trade-related challenges identified 

for the fuller integration of landlocked developing countries into the multilateral 

trading system.  

114. We recognize that landlocked developing countries need assistance from 

development partners to further scale up their legal and technical capacity to comply 
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with sanitary and phytosanitary measures and technical barriers to trade, including 

for goods in transit. 

 

  Targets:  
 

 • Support landlocked developing countries to significantly increase participation 

in world trade with a view to at least doubling their global merchandise exports 

by 2034.  

 • Support landlocked developing countries to substantially diversify trade by 
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120. We encourage development partners and all other relevant stakeholders to work 

with landlocked developing countries to further facilitate trade in services in those 

sectors of interest to the landlocked developing countries.  

121. We commit to supporting favourable conditions for the development of digital 

trade and e-commerce in landlocked developing countries by addressing the 

fundamental challenges of inadequate digital infrastructures, underdeveloped legal 

and regulatory frameworks and limited digital skills, by considering the specific 

needs and challenges of landlocked developing countries in relevant international 

trade negotiations and by improving their capacity to effectively participate in 

negotiations in these areas.  

122. We commit to export-led growth in the developing countries through, inter alia, 

preferential trade access for developing countries, targeted special and differential 

treatment that responds to the development needs of individual countries, in particul ar 

least developed countries, and the elimination of trade barriers that are inconsistent 

with World Trade Organization agreements.  

123. We will address non-tariff measures and reduce or eliminate arbitrary or 

unjustified non-tariff barriers, that is, those that are not in conformity with the rules 
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149. We therefore seek to harness regional integration as one of the principal tools 

for increasing the participation of the landlocked developing countries in international 

trade.  

150. We recognize the significant potential of regional economic integration and 

interconnectivity to promote inclusive growth and sustainable development in 

landlocked developing countries and reiterate our commitment to strengthening 

regional cooperation and regional trade agreements.  

151. We welcome the considerable progress made in the negotiation and 

implementation of regional and subregional trade agreements since the Vienna 

Programme of Action, including the African Continental Free Trade Area, the 

Eurasian Economic Union and the Regional and Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership, as well as initiatives such as the Single African Air Transport Market and 

the Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade in Asia 

and the Pacific. We recognize such initiatives as vehicles for integrating landlocked 

developing countries into regional and global value chains.  

152. We emphasize the need for regional integration to encompass cooperation 

among countries in a broader range of areas than just trade and trade facilitation, to 

include investment, research and development, and policies aimed at accelerating 

regional industrial development and inclusive, equitable and affordable regional 

connectivity.  

 

  Targets:  
 

 • Increase regional and subregional trade with a view to seizing regional 

integration as a tool for addressing the challenges of being landlocked and 

unlocking trade potentials of landlocked developing countries.  

 • Substantially increase the share of landlocked developing countries in 

intraregional trade. 

 • Create provisions on transit trade within regional trade agreements.  

 • Support the exchange of best practices and knowledge between regional and 

subregional trade agreements with the participation of landlocked developing 

countries, with a view to deepening regional integration processes and 

accelerating integration of landlocked developing countries into the global 

economy.  

 

  We commit to taking the following actions:  
 

153. 
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national regulations, and note the need for coordination between landlocked 

developing countries and transit countries.  

167. We underline that transit corridors should be considered as economic 

development corridors and as an important means for expediting the movement of 

goods and people across international borders by connecting key freight transport 

points in landlocked developing countries and transit countries, as well as other 

countries in the region.  

168. We recognize that transit transport corridors link hard infrastructure, including 

roads, rails, waterways, ports, airports and border posts, and soft infrastructure, such 

as institutional, legal and regulatory frameworks, standards, operational and lo gistics 

services and the use of technology, to improve connectivity for landlocked developing 

countries. We note with concern that some landlocked developing countries have 

transit corridors that lack established corridor management institutions and the 

necessary legal frameworks to address institutional arrangements and implement 

harmonized and simplified procedures. 

169. We recognize the importance of transport and transit corridors in promoting 

urban-rural, intra- and inter-country connectivity in order to boost economic growth 

at the local and regional levels, promote interconnections between cities, peoples and 

resources and facilitate intraregional and interregional trade.  

170. We notB
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support to landlocked developing countries to facilitate the growth of ancillary 

industries and small businesses around the corridors.  

180. We further call upon the international community to support measures to 

improve air transport connectivity in landlocked developing countries, including for 

boosting trade, tourism industry and job creation.  

181. We request the International Civil Aviation Organization to build on its existing 

technical support and capacity-building programmes as well as financial assistance, 

as appropriate, to help landlocked developing countries to meet their identified 

aviation needs.  

182. We commit to assisting landlocked developing countries to develop and 

maintain railway networks, especially those landlocked developing countries that do 

not have any railway infrastructure.  

183. We commit to supporting the development and strengthening of the necessary 

institutional and legal frameworks for the establishment, management and 

maintenance of transport corridors, including harmonized and seamless logistics as 

well as standardizing vehicle loading, pavements design, signage and regulations 

across corridor members.  

184. We encourage landlocked developing countries to develop and maintain 

sustainable revenue generation mechanisms, including adopting toll systems, to raise 

revenue for the maintenance of infrastructure and services along corridors.  

185. We encourage landlocked developing countries and their development partners 

to promote increased participation of the private sector to enhance the prospects of 

creating more efficient, quality, resilient, reliable and sustainable transit transport 

infrastructure.  

186. We commit to supporting landlocked developing countries in strengthening their 

infrastructure financing capacity, including through development banks, development 

finance institutions and tools and mechanisms such as public-private partnerships and 

blended finance.  

187. We also commit to strengthening the capacity of landlocked developing 

countries and transit countries to develop bankable transit and transport projects that 

are financially viable, environmentally friendly and accepted by the local 

communities, utilizing, among others, regional integration and approaches to attract 

funding and enhance project viability and the existing multilateral mechanisms.  

188. We commit to promoting the transfer of knowledge on infrastructure finance, 

project preparation and implementation support, in the form of regional platforms, 

and open dialogues with project-related organizations and other stakeholders on how 

to develop bankable infrastructure projects and access innovative financing 

mechanisms. 

189. We encourage landlocked developing countries and transit countries to develop 

multimodal transport networks in order to ease logistical challenges and reduce their 

overreliance on roads.  

190. We note that cross-country and transboundary pipelines can be an energy-

efficient and economical way to transport energy, including hydrocarbons and 

sustainable forms of energy, over long distances. We commit to continued 

international cooperation in promoting reliable and stable energy connectivity at the 

national, regional and global levels to advance economic integration and sustainable 

development in landlocked developing countries, in particular, to achieve Sustainable 

Development Goal 7, on ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and 
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communications technology, including by utilizing programmes such as 

Partner2Connect.  

198. We commit to strengthening regulatory harmonization and the implementation 

and coordination of regional agreements to establish fair interconnection and 

termination arrangements between countries and the implementation of standardized 

connectivity systems.  

199. We urge development partners to support landlocked developing countries, 

including through financial and technical assistance, in their efforts towards achieving 

universal access to the Internet, leveraging all available and cost-effective means, 

including through submarine cables and satellite-based Internet connectivity.  

200. We commit to enhancing the capacity of landlocked developing countries to 

mitigate threats and to ensure enhanced protection of their national critical 

infrastructure, including critical information and communications technology 

infrastructure, thereby increasing its resilience and making it more secure, including 

for women and children, so that it can serve national priorities and maximize 

socioeconomic benefits. We underline that the human rights that people have offline 

must be protected online.  

201. We commit to supporting landlocked developing countries to increase 

investments in digital infrastructure and the expansion of their data centre capacity, 

including through innovative and emerging technologies, such as satellite 

technologies, as well as innovative approaches such as community networks to 

ensuring meaningful connectivity.  

 

 III. Energy 
 

202. We recognize that affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy 

infrastructure, including cross-border infrastructure as well as energy transit and 

connectivity infrastructure, is vital for achieving structural transformation and 

building the productive capacities of landlocked developing countries and welcome 

the progress made by landlocked developing countries towards increased access to 

affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy in recent years.  

203. We recognize that the transitions to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern 

energy for all should be just, inclusive, equitable and secure, in line with national 

circumstances.  

204. We recognize the role that natural gas can play in supporting transitions towards 

lower-emission energy systems and call upon Governments to enhance and 

collaborate on energy security, including through the sharing of best practices and 

knowledge for the security of gas supply and demand, in the broader context of the 

transition towards lower-emission energy systems.  

205. We note that, while progress has been made towards access to affordable, 

reliable, sustainable and modern energy in recent years, 215 million people in 

landlocked developing countries still live without reliable energy, equivalent to about 

40 per cent of the population. The share of modern renewables in total final energy 

consumption in the landlocked developing countries has progressed slowly and stood 

at 12 per cent in 2021.  

206. We are further concerned by the large gap in access to electricity between urban 

areas and rural areas in landlocked developing countries, with 88 per cent and 46 per 

cent having access to electricity in 2020, respectively.  
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256. We commit further to developing regionally integrated, sustainable, climate - 

and disaster-resilient transport, energy and information and communications 

technology infrastructure. We encourage development partners, including multilateral 

development banks, to provide resources to landlocked developing countries for 

building and maintaining climate- and disaster-resilient infrastructure, which is 

increasingly vulnerable to the consequences of climate change.  

 

 V. Loss and damage  
 

257. 
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267. We therefore recognize that it is essential that landlocked developing countries, 

transit countries and their partners take transformative action to realize the full 

implementation of the Programme of Action, including through substantially 

increasing resources from all sources.  

 

 I. Domestic resource mobilization  
 

268. We recognize that domestic resource mobilization is a critical aspect of 

economic development for all countries, including landlocked developing countries. 

A number of factors, such as narrow economic base, subsistence economies, 

inadequate tax administration and collection facilities, tax avoidance and evasion are 

constraining the mobilization of domestic resources in landlocked developing 

countries. An efficient and effective tax administration and strengthened institutional 

capacity of the landlocked developing countries can contribute to increasing their 

domestic resource mobilization.  

269. Gross domestic savings as a share of gross domestic product in landlocked 

developing countries reached 24.1 per cent in 2021. However, this figure was much 

lower than the world average of 28 per cent, suggesting persistent development 

finance deficits in landlocked developing countries.  

 

  Targets:  
 

 • Progressively increase tax revenue as a proportion of gross domestic product in 

all landlocked developing countries as appropriate.  

 • Enhance international cooperation for the recovery of stolen assets and their 

return to their countries of origin, in accordance with the United Nations 

Convention against Corruption18 and other applicable instruments.  

 • 
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direct investment, domestic investment promotion, investment facilitation, tourism 

promotion, export promotion, and micro-, small and medium-sized enterprise 

development, and to enable them to attract foreign direct investment.  

 

 IV. Remittances  
 

298. We recognize that remittances are crucial for landlocked developing countries’ 

economic growth and social development as a private flow that complements other 

sources of income and note that remittances also have the potential to spur 

entrepreneurship.  

299. We underline the crucial role of remittances, to fight poverty and inequalities 

and achieve gender equality, considering their countercyclical role in times of crisis.  

300. We recognize the crucial role of implementing innovative ways to take 

advantage of technological breakthroughs, including digital solutions, that improve 

access to and the use and quality of financial services to promote faster, safer and 

cheaper remittances.  

301. We note that remittances can help to start or grow small firms, boosting the 

small and medium-sized enterprise sector, and recognize that this entrepreneurial 

effort boosts grass-roots economic development, job creation and revenue.  

302. We recognize that remittance flows to landlocked developing countries 

increased by 43 per cent between 2014 and 2022 but note that the distribution of 

remittances across those countries is uneven.  

 

  Targets:  
 

 • By 2030, reduce to less than 3 per cent the transaction costs of migrants’ 

remittances.  

 • Eliminate remittance corridors with costs higher than 5 per cent.  

 • Ensure that financial services related to remittances are equally accessible for 

both women and men.  

 

  We commit to taking the following actions:  
 

303. We commit to working to improve access to and the use and quality of financial 

services to lower the cost of remittances to landlocked developing countries and 

welcome international action, such as the Global Forum on Remittances, Investment 

and Development led by the International Fund for Agricultural Development, and 

the Global Partnership for Financial Inclusion, with the objective of improving the 

flow and reducing the cost of remittances.  

304. We encourage landlocked developing countries to foster the investment of 

remittances in education and health care, leading to human capital development and 

better employment prospects for recipients.  

305. We call upon the relevant stakeholders to address the issue of high transaction 

fee costs on remittances due to geographical factors and limited access to financial 

services.  

306. We commit to expanding financial inclusion and improving access to banking 

services, particularly for women, to help to lower remittance costs and encourage 

more people to use formal channels for sending and receiving remittances.  

307. We invite the International Think Tank for Landlocked Developing Countries to 

assist in improving the collection and analysis of data on remittances to understand 

their economic impact and to formulate appropriate policies and strategies.  
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to discussion of the sustainable development challenges facing the landlocked 

developing countries in order to enhance engagement and implement commitments.  

336. We invite the governing bodies of the United Nations funds and programmes 



A/CONF.225/2024/4 
 

 

24-10570 46/48 

 

stakeholders, with a view to ensuring that the commitments in favour of landlocked 

developing countries lead to concrete deliverables that would facilitate 

implementation of the Programme of Action and help landlocked developing 






