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 III. General Committee  
 

 

  Rule 11  

  Composition  
 

 The two Presidents, the Vice-Presidents, the Rapporteur-General and the Chair of 

the Main Committee shall constitute the General Committee. One of the two Presidents,  

as agreed between them, or, in their absence, one of the Vice-Presidents designated 

by them, shall serve as Chair of the General Committee. The Chair of the Credentials 

Committee and other committees established by the Conference in accordance with 

rule 48 may participate, without the right to vote, in the General Committee.  

 

  Rule 12 

  Substitute members  
 

 If a President or a Vice-President of the Conference is to be absent during a 

meeting of the General Committee, she or he may designate a member of her or his 

delegation to sit and vote in the Committee. In case of absence, the Chair of the Main 

Committee shall designate the Vice-Chair of that Committee as her or his substitute. 

When serving on the General Committee, a Vice-Chair of the Main Committee shall 

not have the right to vote if she or he is a member of the same delegation as another 

member of the General Committee.  

 

  Rule 13 

  Functions  
 

 The General Committee shall assist both Presidents in the general conduct of 

the business of the Conference and, subject to the decisions of the Conference, shall 

ensure the coordination of the work of the Conference.  

 

 

 IV. Secretariat of the Conference  
 

 

  Rule 14 

  Duties of the Secretary-General of the United Nations  
 

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations or a designated representative shall 
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motion shall be accorded to only two representatives opposing the closure, after 

which the motion shall, subject to rule 28, be immediately put to the vote.  

 

  Rule 27  

  Suspension or adjournment of the meeting  
 

 Subject to rule 38, a representative of any State participating in the Conference 

may at any time move the suspension or the adjournment of the meeting. No 

discussion on such motions shall be permitted and they shall, subject to rule 28, be 

immediately put to the vote. 

 

  Rule 28 

  Order of motions  
 

 The motions indicated below shall have precedence in the following order over 

all proposals or other motions before the meeting:  

 (a) To suspend the meeting; 

 (b) To adjourn the meeting; 

 (c) To adjourn the debate on the question under discussion;  

 (d) To close the debate on the question under discussion.  

 

  Rule 29 

  Submission of proposals and substantive amendments  
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  Rule 38 

  Conduct during voting  
 

 After the presiding President has announced the commencement of  voting, no 

representative shall interrupt the voting, except on a point of order in connection with 

the actual conduct of the voting.  

 

  Rule 39 

  Explanation of vote  
 

1. Representatives may make brief statements, consisting solely of explanations of 
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  Rule 55 
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  Rule 61 

  Associate members of regional commissions3 
 

 Representatives designated by the associate members of regional commissions 

listed in the footnote below may participate as observers, without the right to vote, in 

the deliberations of the Conference, the Main Committee and, as appropriate, any 

other committee or working group.  

 

  Rule 62 

  Representatives of the specialized agencies and related organizations4  
 

 Representatives designated by the specialized agencies and related 

organizations may participate as observers, without the right to vote, in the 

deliberations of the Conference, the Main Committee and, as appropriate, any other 

committee or working group on questions within the scope of their activities.  

 

  Rule 63  
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2. Upon the invitation of the presiding officer of the Conference and subject to the 

approval of the Conference, such observers may make oral statements on questions 

in which they have special competence. If the number of requests to speak is too large, 

the non-governmental organizations shall be requested to form themselves into 

constituencies, such constituencies to speak through spokespersons.  

 

  Rule 66 

  Written statements  
 

 Written statements submitted by the designated representatives referred to in 

rules 60 to 65 shall be circulated by the secretariat to all delegations in the quantities 

and the languages in which the statements are made available to it at the site of the 

Conference, provided that a statement submitted on behalf of a non-governmental 

organization must be related to the work of the Conference and be on a subject in 

which the organization has a special competence. Written statements shall not be 

made available at United Nations eoe̾


