


The Angolan delegation hopes that the dpi restructuring will consider expanding the 
broadcasting staff by including the position of producer/assistant in the united nations 
Portuguese-language radio broadcasting service. This would allow the CPLP countries to 
participate directly with their own production of regional programming and broadcasting of 
information and world news. 

The United Nations Portuguese-language radio broadcasting service which is an extremely 
important part of the DPI, is operated by one single producer. It covers the different regions: 



In Angola, freedom of speech and freedom of the press are rights granted by our 
constitutional law and in other laws. Although we have experienced one of the most ravaging 
armed conflicts ever seen in history, which could justify the adoption of exceptional measures 
during a state of siege or emergency, we are instead determined to build a democratic state 
under the rule of law. 

Today, in my country, we are at a stage where the answer to the question about what kind of 
press law we should have is found by polling the country’s population. 

With that philosophy in mind, our Head of State, President José Eduardo dos Santos, 
presented to the country a new press law bill and invited everyone especially the members of 
the press to discuss that bill in a democratic and open way with an overwhelming response 
from the Angolan people. 

The Angolan government is aware that there is still a lot to be done with regard to freedom of 
speech and freedom of press. However, the United Nations secretary-general, Mr. Kofi 
Annan, in his latest report on Angola recognized that in spite of the climate of instability 
created by the ongoing war, the opposition parties and the media have more space with 
respect to political debate and the flow of information. 

Mr. Chairman, 
Distinguished delegates, 

To conclude, the Angolan delegation appeals to this committee for the need to increase its 
efforts to help developing countries in order to improve their existing infrastructures and their 
information and communication technological capabilities in this third millennium. 

The new information and communication technologies led to globalization and also offer many 
opportunities for human progress, in addition to driving the goals of economic, political, social, 
cultural development as well as the preservation of the environment. 

Thank you. 
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