Statement by H.E. Ambassador Oscar Leon Gonzalez, Deputy Permanent
Representative of Cuba to the United Nations (24 April 2012)

Mr. Chairman,



by disseminating objective, true and impartial news, as well as by promoting the use of
traditional mass media, especially the radio, among the thousands of poor and illiterate
people lacking other ways to access information.

Mr. Chairman,

Once more, Cuba denounces in this Forum the daily radio and television aggression by the
US Government against our country, in open violation of the rules of International Law,
especially the norms and regulations of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), to
which the United States is signatory.

Just a few weeks ago, the World Radiocommunication Conference entrusted the Director of
the ITU’s Radiocommunication Bureau with the mandate to follow up on and report to the next
Conference, to be held in 2015, about the interferences caused by the US Government to the
Cuban radio and television services, as part of their actions of radio aggression.

That same body of the ITU concluded in 2007 that, and | quote: a broadcasting station
operating on board an aircraft and transmitting solely to the territory of another administration
without its agreement cannot be considered in conformity with the Radio Regulations. End of
quote.

In its recent meeting, the World Radiocommunication Conference also stated that despite
numerous calls by the ITU’s Radiocommunication Bureau, the US Administration has not
stopped the harmful interference caused by its illegal transmissions to Cuban radio services.

Far from seeking to inform our people, those illegal radio and television transmissions against
Cuba seek to distort the Cuban history and existing reality, encourage illegal emigration and
violence, change the constitutional order of our country, and incite people to carry out terrorist
actions.



Several of these stations belong or render services to organizations linked to known terrorist
individuals who live in and take actions against Cuba from the US territory, with the full
consent of the Federal Administration of the United States. Those transmissions also include
innovative methods like the use of military Commando Solo and other aircrafts, with an
annual cost of 5 million dollars.

Each year, the US Congress allocates more than 30 million dollars to fund these actions; so,
in less than two decades the US Government has spent some 600 million dollars to that end.
Those data and figures are alarming for a world currently facing the worst financial crisis.

The illegal radio and television transmissions aimed at the Cuban territory cause a severe
harmful interference to the Cuban radio services, in violation of the exercise of the right to
self-determination of its people.

Cuba condemns and rejects this aggression, by reiterating that our people should be the ones
to fully decide, in a sovereign manner, the type of information they should and wish to receive;
not those in the US Administration who squander the contributions of taxpayers and conspire
with terrorists in their plans against the Cuban Revolution.

Each State has the right to manage with sovereignty its radio frequencies and space, and to
decide, within its borders, how its radio and television transmissions should be broadcast and
scheduled.

Cuba denounces again these illegal actions in this Forum, and demands their imnmediate end.
We are prepared to face any kind of aggression, and will take whatever measure in our power
to continue exercising our sovereignty and independence.

Thank you.
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