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Mr. Chairman, 
Distinguished delegates, 

I would like to start by thanking you for affording me the opportunity to address the Committee 
as you conclude your general debate for this 34th session. I thank all the delegations for their 
kind words addressed to me and for commending the work of the Department of Public 
Information and its staff. I have great appreciation for the support that you have provided to 
me as the Acting Head of the Department. 

I also take this opportunity to thank all those delegates who have expressed their gratitude for 
the work of Mr. Kiyo Akasaka, the outgoing Under-Secretary-General for Communications 
and Public Information. In the preceding five years, Mr. Akasaka oversaw DPI’s 
transformation into a modern communications outfit, capable of confronting new and evolving 
communications challenges. Please be assured that your kind words and best wishes 
addressed to Mr. Akasaka will be conveyed to him as soon as possible. 

I would now like to respond to some of the specific questions and comments that have been 
raised over the course of the Committee’s general debate. 

Mr. Chairman, 

On behalf of the United Nations Department of Public Information and all my colleagues, I 
would like to thank the many delegates — including the distinguished representative of 



We also welcome the interest in the Reham Al-Farra Memorial Journalists Fellowship 
Programme and are pleased to acknowledge the appreciation expressed by delegates about 
the programme and the desire to see it expanded. Any expansion of the programme — either 
in terms of its duration or increase in the number of participants — will obviously have 
budgetary implications. Since 1981, DPI has sponsored this annual fellowship programme for 
junior and mid-level broadcasters and journalists from developing countries and countries with 
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