


Madam Chairperson,

Thank you very much for giving me the floor to address this gathering,.
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election. I wish to assure you of Zambia's continued support.

Zambia aligns itself with the statement read by Fiji on behalf of the Group of
77 and China.

Madam Chairperson,

Zambia wishes to stress the important role that freedom of expression, speech
and the media play in consolidating social and economic development as well
as promotion of democracy.

The Government of Zambia remains committed to promoting and protecting
human rights and freedom of expression and speech.

The Government of Zambia remains steadfast in its quest to enhance media
freedom and access to information to ensure many people have timely and
accurate information to enable them make informed decisions for the benefit
of their lives, their communities and the country at large.

It is in this regard, that the Government of Zambia supports state-run media
to operate independently without political interference or any hindrance.

Further, the Government has encouraged the establishment of private media.
This has led to ap increase in the number of privatglv-owmned electranic_orint______1
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To support this move, the country has established a multi-sector National
Task Force on Digital Migration to develop and oversee the national digital
migration process.

The Task Force has made headways in a bid to meet the deadline.

Madam Chairperson,

My delegation is gratified to note that the Committee on Information has
been and continues to be a strong and reliable advocate of fundamental
freedoms of expression, speech and media.

My delegation is appreciative of the pertinent role the UN Department of
Public Information plays in providing up-to-date and accurate information
about the work of the United Nations to Member States and the public at
large.
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