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Tenth NPT Review Conference: Youth and the NPT 

Webinar ʹ 16 July 

 

High Representative Nakamitsu 

Mr. Brixey-Williams, Co-Director BASIC 

Distinguished panellists 

Dear representatives of the younger generation 

 

I would like to express my sincere thanks to the United Nations Office for 

Disarmament Affairs and BASIC for organizing today’s event. As the High 

Representative has already noted, these webinars continue to provide a way to 

discuss the major issues surrounding the Tenth NPT Review Conference and to 

maintain momentum during this postponement caused by the COVID-19 

pandemic.  

Today’s event is important for two reasons. The first is that it falls on the seventy-

fifth anniversary of the Trinity Test – the very first test of a nuclear weapon. The 

environmental and human devastation caused by nuclear testing is a driving 

impetus to not only ban all nuclear tests, but to eliminate all nuclear weapons.  

The second reason this event is important is because if the Tenth Review 

Conference is to have a successful conclusion, it must listen to the voices of a 

diverse range of stakeholders.   

That means providing equitable and meaningful participation for women, space 

for civil society to express their views, an opportunity for industry to participate, 

and – why we are here today – for the younger generations to have their say.  

To those of you tuning in to today’s event, I want to also thank you – for your 

interest and for your enthusiasm.  

Listening to young people is vital for several reasons. First, because the world’s 

youth have a long and storied history of pushing boldly and working hard for 

causes that many deem too difficult and, more importantly, achieving great 
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Third, the NPT is near-universal in its membership. One hundred and ninety-one 

countries have joined the Treaty, meaning that its commitments and obligations 

are binding on almost all of the international community.  

Under the auspices of the NPT, 

-




