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THE AFRICAN LEADERS NAIROBI DECLARATION ON CLIMATE 

CHANGE AND CALL TO ACTION 

PREAMBLE  

We, the African Heads of State and Government, gathered for the 

inaugural Africa Climate Summit (ACS) in Nairobi, Kenya, from 4
th
 to 6

th
 

September 2023; in the presence of other global leaders, 

intergovernmental organizations, Regional Economic Communities, 

United Nations Agencies, private sector, civil society organizations, 

indigenous peoples, local communities, farmer organizations, children, 

youth, women and academia, hereby: 

 

1.  Recall the Assembly Decisions (AU/Dec.723(XXXII), AU/Dec.764 

(XXXIII) and AU/Dec.855(XXXVI)) requesting the African Union 

Commission to organize an African Climate Summit and endorsing the 

offer by the Republic of Kenya to host the Summit; 

 

2. Commend H.E Dr. William Samoei Ruto, President of the Republic of 

Kenya, and Chair of the Committee of African Heads of State and 

Government on Climate Change (CAHOSCC) for providing the political 

leadership of an African vision that 
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5. Acknowledge that climate change is the single greatest challenge facing 

humanity and the single biggest threat to all life on Earth, demanding 

urgent and concerted action from all nations to lower emissions and 

reduce the concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere; 

 

6. Take Note 
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resulting in about 400 million people in Africa having no access to clean 

drinking water and 700 million without good sanitation; 

 

13. Further recognise that African cities and urban centres are growing 

rapidly, and by 2050 would be home to over 1.0 billion people. 

Cognisant of the fact that rapid urbanization, poverty, and inequality 

limit planning capacities and other urban dynamics which increase 

people’s exposure and vulnerability to hazards and have thus turned 

cities into disaster hotspots across the continent; 

 

14. Concerned that despite Africa having an estimated 40 percent of the 

world’s renewable energy resources, only $60 billion or two percent of 

US$3 trillion renewable energy investments in the last decade have 

come to Africa; 

 

15. Reiterate Africa’s readiness to create an enabling environment, enact 

policies and facilitate investments necessary to unlock resources to meet 
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industrial hub with the capacity to support other regions in achieving 

their net zero ambitions; 

 

Now hereby identify the following to be critical agendas for urgent 

collective action at the continental and global level: 

19. We call upon the global community to act with urgency in reducing 

emissions, fulfilling its obligations, honouring past promises, and 

supporting the continent in addressing climate change, specifically to:  

 

i) Accelerate all efforts to reduce emissions to align with goals of the 

Paris Agreement  

 

ii) Honour the commitment to provide $100 billion in annual 

climate finance, as promised in 2009 at the UNFCCC COP15 in 

Copenhagen, Denmark 

 

iii) Uphold commitments to a fair and accelerated process of phasing 

down unabated coal power and phase out of inefficient fossil fuel 

subsidies while providing targeted support to the poorest and 

most vulnerable in line with national circumstances and 

recognizing the need for support towards a just transition. 

 

20. We call for climate-positive investments that catalyse a growth 

trajectory anchored in the industries poised to transform our planet and 

enable African countries to achieve stable middle-income status by 

2050.  

 

21. We urge global leaders to join us in seizing this unprecedented 

opportunity to accelerate global decarbonization, while pursuing 

equality and shared prosperity. 

 

22. We call for the operationalization of the Loss & Damage fund as agreed 

at COP27 and resolve for a measurable Global Goal on Adaptation 

(GGA) with indicators and targets to enable assessment of progress 

against negative impacts of climate change. 
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In recognition of the scale, urgency and importance of these collective 

actions, 
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30. Promote investments in reskilling to unlock the human capital 

that will power for Africa’s inclusive green transition; 

 

31. Redouble our efforts to boost agricultural yields through sustainable 

agricultural practices, to enhance food security whil 
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40. Build effective partnerships between Africa and other regions, to 

meet the needs for financial, technical and technological support, and 

knowledge sharing for climate change adaptation; 

 

41. Promote investments in urban infrastructure including through 

upgrading informal settlements and slum areas to build climate resilient 

cities and urban centres; 

 

42. Strengthen early warning systems and climate information 

services
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utilization of Africa’s natural assets for low carbon development that 

contributes to global decarbonization. 

 

49. To accomplish this vision of economic transformation in 

harmony with our climate needs, we further call upon the international 

community to contribute to the following: 

 

i) Increase Africa’s renewable generation capacity from 56 Giga 

Watts (GW) in 2022 to at least 300 GW by 2030, both to address 

energy poverty and to bolster the global supply of cost-effective 

clean energy for industry. 

 

ii) Shift exports of energy intensive primary processing of Africa’s raw 

material back to the continent, to serve as an anchor demand for 

our renewable energy and a means of rapidly reducing global 

emissions.  

 

iii) Access to, and transfer of environmentally sound technologies, 

including technologies to support Africa’s green industrialisation 

and transition.  

 

iv) Designe global and regional trade mechanisms in a manner that 

enables products from Africa to compete on fair and equitable 

terms. 

 

v) Request that trade-related environmental tariffs and non-
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50. Reiterate the decision 1/COP27 that states that global 

transformation to a low-carbon economy is expected to require 

investment of at least USD 4 - 6 trillion per year and delivering such 

funding in turn requires a transformation of the financial system and its 

structures and processes, engaging governments, central banks, 

commercial banks, institutional investors and other financial actors. 

 

51. We call for collective global action to mobilise the necessary capital for 

both development and climate action, echoing the statement of the 

Paris Pact for People and the Planet, that no country should ever have 

to choose between development aspirations and climate action.  

 

52. Call for concrete, time-bound action on the proposals to reform 

the multilateral financial system currently under discussion specifically 

to:  

i. Build resilience to climate shocks, including better 

deployment of the Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) liquidity 

mechanism and disaster suspension clauses.  

ii. Re-channeling of at least $100billion of  

SDRs to Africa, including through institutions such as the 



 

10 
 

corporate tax revenue through profit shifting, by at least 
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partners to support Africa especially in the areas of renewable energy 

and adaptation. 

 

65. Appreciate the efforts of the United Arab Emirates as the COP28 

President-Designate in the preparation of COP28 and 


