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I. Abstract 

Almost the entire global population (99%) breathes air that exceeds WHO PM2.5 air quality standards, with low- and middle-
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{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ώ¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎϐ /ƭŜŀƴ !ƛǊ CǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ tƻƭƛŎȅ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣ нлннΣ ά{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ Dƭƻōŀƭ CǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ƛǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ нлннΦέ  

In 2015, China revised the AtƳƻǎǇƘŜǊƛŎ tƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ [ŀǿ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ άŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊƛŎ 

Ǉƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ ƎŀǎέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƛǘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлму ¢ƘǊŜŜ-Year Action Plan for Winning the Blue Sky Defence 

Battle and the amendment to the Pƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ [ŀǿΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦȅ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǎƘƛŦǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘŀŎƪƭƛƴƎ ŀƛǊ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ 

and greenhouse gases in tandem at the highest level. The 2020 Policies and Actions for Addressing Climate Change stated that 

the country would aim to achieve industry transformation, improvement of enterprise efficiency and energy structure, and 

reduction of carbon emission. China has also launched various industry specific policies, highlighting the need for data collection 

and capacity building. In 2017, a new policy guideline was issued to stipulate the emission standard for both air pollutants and 

greenhouse gases for industrial enterprises, including power generation, metallurgy, glass production, etc. The guideline stated 

the methodology on how enterpriseǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƛǊ ǇƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘǎΩ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ 

potential. Other similar policies were released on the control of volatile organic compounds (VoCs) as well.  

IV. Recommendations for action: means of implementation and  

      partnerships to accelerate progress 

The moment to act is now. For over two years, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, public health has been the key driver of 

government policies worldwide. 2022, therefore, represents a critical juncture for leveraging that momentum to put an end to 

our global air quality crisis, ensuring a healthy future for people and the planet alike. 

The clean air financing agenda: 

Case study 

Chile: Integrating clean air into Nationally Determined Contributions 

Chile is particularly vulnerable to climate change and is already experiencing its impacts, manifestly through the enduring 

drought in the central and southern part of the country which began in 2010 (CCAC, 2020). At the same time, Chile is home 

to 11 of the top 15 most polluted cities in Latin America & the Caribbean with air pollution costing the Chilean health sector 

approximately USD 670 million every year, associated with 4,000 premature deaths (IQAir, 2021).  
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https://www.cleanairfund.org/resource/the-state-of-global-air-quality-funding-2021/
https://www.cleanairfund.org/resource/joined-up-action-on-air-pollution-and-climate-change/
https://www.ccacoalition.org/en/news/chile-increases-climate-change-ambition-targets-simultaneously-improve-air-quality-and-health
https://earthzine.org/study-shows-overall-air-quality-to-worsen-by-2050/
https://www.iqair.com/blog/press-releases/WAQR_2021_PR
https://www.iqair.com/blog/press-releases/WAQR_2021_PR
https://www.who.int/news/item/04-04-2022-billions-of-people-still-breathe-unhealthy-air-new-who-data
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For further information, please contact:  

Secretariat of the Climate and SDGs Synergies Conference 

Email: climate-sdgs-synergies@un.org 

Website: https://www.un.org/en/climate-sdgs-conference-2022 


