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The Security Council,

Reaffirming its primary responsibility under the Charter of the United Nations
for the maintenance of international peace and security,

Recalling its resolutions 2151 (2014) on security sector reform and 2282 (2016)
on the review of the United Nations peacebuilding architecture, and the statements by
its President of 21 February 2007 (S/PRST/2007/3), 12 May 2008 (S/PRST/2008/14)
and 12 October 2011 (S/PRST/2011/19),

Recalling its resolution 2282 (2016) which recalled General Assembly
resolution A/RES/70/1, entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development”, which adopted a comprehensive, far-reaching and people-
centred set of universal and transformative Sustainable Development Goals and
targets,

Recognizing that development, peace and security and human rights are
interlinked and mutually reinforcing,

Stressing that reforming the security sector in post-conflict environments is
critical to the consolidation of peace and stability, promoting poverty reduction, rule
of law and good governance, extending legitimate State authority, and preventing
countries from relapsing into conflict, and further stressing that, in this regard, a
professional, effective, and accountable security sector and accessible and impartial
law-enforcement and justice sectors are equally necessary to laying the foundations
for peace and sustainable development,

Reiterating the need for a comprehensive approach to peacebuilding and
sustaining peace as well as gender mainstreaming measures including through
security sector reform in the broader framework of the rule of law,

Recalling the sovereign right and the primary responsibility of the country
concerned to determine the national approach and priorities of security sector reform
and recognizing that it should be a nationally owned process that is rooted in the
particular needs and conditions of, and at the request and in close consultation with
the country in question and encouraging the involvement of all relevant stakeholders
in security sector reform and the development of expertise in the field of security
sector reform at the national and local level,
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5. Reaffirms that the promotion of women’s full, equal and meaningful
participation in the security sector makes an important contribution to building
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20. Resolves
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(i) Continue to incorporate security sector governance and reform into
strategic partnerships such as with the African Union and through existing partnership
mechanisms as relevant to strengthen the United Nations comprehensive approach to
security sector reform and foster strategic coherence of efforts, including by
formalizing partnerships, defining a distribution of responsibilities and integrating
security sector reform objectives in mission planning and transitions;

() Strengthen the capacity of senior leadership of United Nations Country
Teams to absorb relevant peacebuilding functions, including any activities related to
security sector reform following the drawdown and exit of Security Council-
mandated missions;

(k) Ensure that assistance related to security sector reform takes into account
the operation of Security Council-mandated arms embargoes, where applicable,
including the availability of exemptions to such embargoes specifically intended to
support security sector reform;

21. Underlines the importance of partnerships and cooperation with regional
and subregional arrangements and organizations, in accordance with Chapter VI1II of
the United Nations Charter, and in supporting security sector reform, as well as
fostering greater regional engagement;

22. Encourages the Secretary-General to continue to promote cooperation
between the United Nations and the African Union, consistent with the Joint UN-AU
Framework for Enhanced Partnership in Peace and Security (2017) and the AU-UN
Framework for the Implementation of Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development (2018) in order to strengthen the implementation of its
continent-wide policy framework for security sector reform, informed by and in
support of the African Peace and Security Architecture, and further encourages all
partners to continue to assist the African Union in building its capacities in this regard
and recognizing the efforts of all international partners in supporting Member States,
as appropriate, to implement their commitments stemming from regional policies;

23. Reiterates the importance of sharing experiences, best practises and
lessons learned, knowledge and expertise on security sector reform among Members
States, and regional and subregional organizations, expert institutions including

20-16352



