Input from the Government of the Republic of Poland the Global Digital Compact

Introduction

The Government of the Republic of Poland expee#is deepest appreciation to thenited Nations

SecretaryGeneral~hE ~'eU X X DEX VvOrvplE e EB®BP SZ ~[e E %}ES cKp
P v Tbks document presents a set of guiding recommendations to develop the joint programme

and respond to current and future challeng@&fie Polish Government is fully conti@dl to continuing

our active involvement in the UN Internet Governaf@gumandother relatedinitiatives.

The visible aspect oV } o verjgagement in this process is the-@aanization of the firstully virtual

IGF in 2020 and the hosting of thiNIGF 2021 in Katowicgv & $Z }A & E Z]vP §Z u c/v:
hv]s _U Z o o<} (}@n &fdllyljlsEdmodd ihis evenheldbetween 6 and 10 December
2021 gatherednore than 10000 people from 175 countries worldwigdeith almost 200 ministers and
other highlevel guestsFor 5 days, we talked about the most important issues in the digital space:
from the regulation of platforms,he role of digitization in a pandemiand the impact on global
economic development, to cyber security and users' rights onliff@oughout the entire week

i & u}¥ o} o Zp * (E}u }uvsE] « E \R]DEMmoCEticURefLblic of ChRGEE U
Bolivia, Colombia, Haitand Venezuela to Malaysia and India participatdtk also had a very good
outreach, including 50,000 social interactions with the hashtag #IGF2021 aedch of 5 million
people, and more than@®000 views of online sessions.

Yd the most tangible output ishe KatowicelGFMessagesa 7*pager document that summarises
conclusions from over 300 sessions, presenting a positive vision for the future of the Internet, which
combines fundamental values such as human rightgess and openness, as ell as economic
considerations.

Based on thimutcome paperand on actions already undertaken by the Polish Government, please
find below W } 0 \input to theGlobal Digital Compa¢GDC)On a general groundgye have aunique

chance to change the old paradigm of information society as a set of users being sources of data in
favour of a new paradigm of knowledge society as interactive actors having the ability to empower
their creativity,possibility tocommercialise the resudtof their work.T

kills, and onnecting all people to the Internet, including all schools

The current state of play:

By buildingthe digital competence®f citizens and thus bridging the digital divide and other digital
inequalities every country is contributing to the delopment of digital democracy, as well te
digital economy. Thereforghe Polish Government focuses its actions oreéhmain pillars: 1digital






microcontrollers, mdern recording studios and technical equipment of all kirideom
September 2022, these schools are being visited by teams of Mobile Future Laboratories
to support the process of usirtgese solutions in each region.

2. Connecting all households with higpeed internett since 2015 the population coverage of
services of at least 30 Mb/s has grown from 53 to 76%, especially thanks to public interventions
which consider up to 2.2 million households.

3. Supporting the elderhand persons with disabilities examples: las part of the& ®u E|[ -
t]A o[ <<} ] Pr9oramme, we have donated computer equipment, workshogsd
training to improve the digital competences of more than 180 Eu E [« t]A o[ ¢} ] §]}ve
across Poland®. The Digital Senior Clultsiimed at equippingvith workstations to improve
the digital competences of seniors; We have adopted an amendment to the law web
accessibility of websiteand mobile applicationto ensure that websites and applicationg o
public institutions could also be usetbre effectivelyby people with disabilities.

2. AvoidInternet fragmentation

The current state of play:

Poland strongly advocates for apen, undivided,free, global secure andresilient Internet. As the

host country of the UN IGF 2021, we chasévs Ev $ hyv itS overafglihg themdt reflects the
positive vision of the Internet as a meeting point, a modern virtual agora, where people can exchange
their views and experieze. We also very much support the Internetadigital spacethat enables
aglobalonline debate which can be describdal the IGF model asmultistakeholder, collaborative,
equitable and inclusiveTo sum upPolandoptsfor an inclusive and affordable Internet for all, where
everyone is welcome and nobody is excludgldreover, unrestrictedaccess to the open Internet is

key for bridging the digital divide, as well as fostering democracy and human @gtgsnust also ot

forget that the Internet is a place where generations meet and exchange their valuable knowledge and
expertise. Young people have a special role to play.here

Key commitments and pledges:

A dedicated youth traclproposed by Poland for the UN IGF 2024s very successful and delivered
interesting outcomesWe strongly believéhat voicesoriginatingfrom the community of young users

are crucial in every debate dnternet-related issues, especiallyternet goverrance.As presentsers

of this ecosystenthey willsoonbecome leaders taking responsibility for the digital environment and
shaping its future frameworks. Therefore, we underline the importance of initiatives involving young
people, especially through éhYouth IGFs. Moreover, we highlight the necessity to bring young
representatives to the table, for instance lgstablisling a global network of Youth Digital
Ombudspersons, as stated in the Katowitld|GF2021 Messages.

3. Protect data

The current state oplay:

The databased economy is changing the existing development principles. This is a great opportunity
for many companies and the economy, as these new solutions and services are being developed and
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the Internet, and takes positive action gertain circumstances to ensure effective realisation and
protection of human rights on the Internet.

5. Accountability for discrimination and misleading content

The current state of play:

Poland emphasésissues related to ensuring cybersecurity and combatting cybercrime. Particularly,
we focus orincreasing general public knowledge and awarerné#se scopeof cybersecurity. Another
important area is protecting children onlinBoland is actively involdein negotiations on the CSAM
Regulation Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down rules
to prevent and combat child sexual abuse alsoset up a variety of public initiatives, aimed at
increasinghe digital safety of pupils,enhancingesponsible pupil activity in the digital environment,

and promoting principles of digital hygiene arle safe use of digital technologies.






build new Al solutions; improving the use ofb&ised solutins by central and local government),
6.international cooperation (strengthening cooperation on global and European levels; attracting
international talent and innovative companies to invest in Polantis Strategy perfectly
complements Al initiatives dhe international levelt the European Union, the OEQDNESCQr the
Council of EuropeéMoreover, in cooperation with selected universities, we are implementipgpgect

t Academy for Innovative Applications of Digital Technologies (Al Tealjsto create anodel for

the systemic education of higlvel specialists in Al, machine learniagd cybersecurity.

7. Digital commons as a global public good

The current state of play:

Poland fully supports and contributes to the creation of digital public commons. We believe that open
data is a source of rebknefitand time saving$or citizens andhe administration Citizens, including
entrepreneurs, can use public data resoes to pursue their own goals ataldevelop their businesses

or research. Our continuous actions towards the further opening of public data have resulted in making
visible progress in the European data opening ranking. In Z8dlandwasranked 23rd in &ope.

Now, wecame 3rd.Poland also supports the preservation of cultural heritage throughmaking

digital copies and digithl remastering cultural media.

Key commitments and pledges:

The Polish Government is currently implementing the Data opguriogramfor the years 20212027.

It covers key issues in data sharing and its management. Apart from public institutions, it can also be
addressed to other entities, particularly local government units or private entities. The implementation
of the Programme will contribute, inter aliag tan increase in the supply and improvement in the
quality of data available in thelane.gov.pl portal, which are necessary fbe development of
innovative services, applicationand other products, including those for new technologies. We are
increasimgly talking about opening up data in the media, on the Open Data Facebook ,paotleat
numerous eventdncluding the annual international conference] § o Thgfutidre is data]

Moreover,the Polish Government is currently working towards adoptingohcl? on open access to
publicly funded research dat&hese efforts are accompanied by extensive mappirigeoPolish open
science ecosystem ambnsultationswith leading expertén this field.

8. Other
Development of eservices for the benefit o§ociety:.

The current state of play:

Poland has been working aeverale-government projects to simplify the contact of citizens and
companies with public administrationh& biggest challenge is to design public servicesamayathat

is as intuitive as possible and that everyone, regardless of their level of digital compstende
disabilityrelated barrierswill be able to usat. We have been working on allowing all traditional
personaldocuments such as plastic ID carddyidg licenses, and school and student cards to be
respected in Poland on an equal level with documents being availahlesipplication. The successful
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development of these digital solutions will allow citizens to save time and access public administration
services without any limitationd4oreover, digital services have facilitated the process of granting the
Polishpersonalidentification number (PESEL)dmund 1,5million Ukrainiancitizens who arrivedn

Poland because of the waallowing them to accommodate more easily in Poland to communicate
with our public administration.



access to the Internetor purposes of restalishing IT capacities, Poland has provided Ukraine with
the donaion of Data Centres equipmentVe believe such efforts a® strong signal of solidarity with
the Ukrainian citizens. They also help theernational community to prioritise underserved regs,
countries and populations, including those affected by aggressive and hostile actions.



