
	

	

 
United Nations to strengthen national academies of science in 

Asia and the Pacific 
 
Press Release 
 
3 February 2020, Bangkok – Science, technology and innovation play a vital role in ensuring 
sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific, especially for low-income countries. In support 
of this, a two-day consultation on strengthening national academies of science in the region 
concluded in Bangkok, Thailand today.  
 
The event, organized by the United Nations Technology Bank for Least Developed Countries and 
the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), brings 
together policymakers, representatives of existing national academies of science, scientists and 
researchers to exchange experiences and identify pilot countries for the establishment and 
support of national academies of science.   
 
“As we unlock the potential of innovation to help accelerate the delivery of the Sustainable 
Development Goals, new challenges are emerging that need collective and proactive action. That 
is why ESCAP is joining forces with the UN Technology Bank and our member States to develop 
regulatory frameworks for fast moving technologies and incentives and disincentives that will help 
align technology investments with the SDGs,” said Mr. Kaveh Zahedi, Deputy Executive Secretary 
of ESCAP. 
 
The consultation will outline a roadmap for capacity development and cooperation, regionally 
and nationally, to boost national science academies. 
 
“The world’s least developed countries stand to benefit enormously from national academies of 
science. The expert support and guidance that these institutions can offer national governments 
has the potential to greatly increase partnerships, encourage interaction and guide effective 
policy,” said Mr. Joshua Setipa, Managing Director of the United Nations Technology Bank for 
Least Developed Countries. 
 
‘This consultation is a key moment for the Asia and Pacific region to bring together stakeholders 
involved with national academies of s



	

	

A number of high-level delegates participated in the consultation. These include


