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The 2021 triennial review of the list of LDCs *




A. Introduction

The identification of least developed countries —
defined as low-income countries suffering from severe
structural impediments to sustainable development —is
based on three criteria: (a) per capita gross national
income; (b) the human assets index; and (c) the
economic and environmental vulnerability index.

Graduation from least developed country status is
undertaken in accordance with the procedures specified
in General Assembly resolution 59/209 and the
guidelines adopted by the Committee for Development
Policy in 2007 (see E/2007/33) and endorsed by the
Council.

The latest refinements of the criteria for identifying
least developed countries and the procedures for their

B. Criteria in the 2021 triennial review

Table 1 shows the criteria values of least developed
countries in the 2021 triennial review. Data for all States
Members of the United Nations in developing regions

application, including thresholds!, were adopted in
2020 (see E/2020/33). In preparation for the triennial
review, a preliminary review of the list of least
developed countries was conducted by an expert group
in January 2021. The Committee also consulted with
country representatives on their views regarding
graduation. In addition to the documents listed in the
relevant resolutions, guidelines and procedures,
including the new set of supplementary graduation
indicators,  the = Committee  considered its
comprehensive study on the impact of COVID-19 on the
least developed countries (see chapter Ill), in line with
Council resolution 2020/10.

are available from the Committee’s website
(https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/least-
developed-country-category/ldc-data-retrieval.html).

! Available at https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/least-developed-country-category/Idc-criteria.ntml..



Table 1



C. Eligibility for inclusion and graduation
1. Countries considered for inclusion

No country met all three criteria for inclusion in the list
of least developed countries.

2. Countries considered for graduation

Owing to the ongoing health and socioeconomic crises,
the Committee views three elements as essential for a
smooth transition of countries recommended for
graduation in these circumstances: (a) an extended
preparatory period of five years to address the impacts
of the ongoing global health and economic crises on
planning processes; (b) a careful review of impacts of the
pandemic during annual monitoring and the 2024
triennial review, including whether a further three-year
extension of the transition period would be necessary;
and (c) additional international support, including
through the extension of relevant existing support
measures, provision of specific support to address the






