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Mr. President,
Mr. Secretary-General,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am honored to address the 59 th session of the General Assembly on behalf of the



Mr. President,

In this increasingly globalized world, the Marshall Islands faces challenges shared by
many other small island states. Our environment is extremely vulnerable to the effects of
climate change and natural disasters; our small population faces the challenge of
managing high levels of major diseases such as diabetes, and the risk of the rapid spread
of HIV/AIDS and other STDs; and our limited resource base and remoteness restrict our
ability to integrate into the global economy.

With these challenges in mind, the Marshall Islands is particularly concerned about the
following issues.

Firstly, sustainable development.

The Marshall Islands has developed a national sustainable development strategy, and we
are in the process of establishing a taskforce to ensure that the Millennium Development
Goals are fully integrated into our national strategy. In striving to achieve the
internationally agreed development goals, we are severely constrained by our lack of



non-proliferation measures. We look forward to next year's Review Conference of the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, and we hope that the Conference
will produce substantial progress on the Thirteen Steps towards complete nuclear
disarmament.

Mr. President,

I wish to reiterate our critical concern regarding climate change. Along with other low-
lying island nations, we are most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. We are
already experiencing these dramatic effects – sea levels are rising, weather patterns are
changing, and coral reef systems are being harmed. Urgent action is needed at the global
level to halt and ultimately reverse the devastating impacts of climate change. Without
such global action, our national efforts at sustainable development will ultimately be
rendered meaningless.

While we are committed to playing our part, strong leadership is required by the major
industrialized countries. We renew our support for the Framework Convention on
Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol, and we call upon all States that have not yet
done so - in particular the major emitters - to ratify the Protocol without further delay.
We also call upon the international community to assist SIDS in developing and
implementing comprehensive adaptation strategies.

Mr. President,

As a nation whose livelihood depends on the resources of the sea, we are becoming
increasingly concerned about the state of the world's oceans and fish stocks.

At the regional level, we cooperate closely with other members of the Pacific Islands
Forum to ensure that the oceans and marine resources in our region are managed in a
responsible and sustainable manner. The Pacific Islands Regional Oceans Policy, adopted
in 2002, will be implemented throughout the region under a recently developed
Framework for Integrated Strategic Action. Another notable achievement in the region is
the entry into force of the Convention on the Conservation and Management of Highly
Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean.

While such developments are encouraging, we reiterate our concerns regarding the
prevalence of Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing. Like many SIDS, we rely on
fisheries resources as a primary means of survival, yet we lack the capacity to adequately
monitor our exclusive economic zone. Regional and international cooperation must focus
on addressing the problem of IUU fishing, and assisting SIDS by building capacity for
monitoring and surveillance.

Mr. President,

I have briefly mentioned a few of the major priorities for the Marshall Islands. There are,
of course, many other important issues to be addressed during the upcoming session.

4




