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Women’s sexual and reproductive rights are at the heart of ensuring protection 

against this pandemic. Guaranteeing these rights enhances women’s capacity to insist on 

safe sex practices and to make informed choices about prevention and treatment options. 

Comprehensive sex education has been proven to reduce vulnerability to the virus, yet it 

is often denied to girls because of gendered assumptions about sexuality—the view being 

that girls do not need to know about sex because they should not be having sex. 

Reproductive health clinics are a key entry point for providing information and testing 

services to women who may have contracted the virus.  

 

Conclusion 

 

HIV/AIDS is only one example of the gap between the international legal and 
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