
United Nations Nations Unies 

 



 2 

 
 
Before the Millennium Summit in 2000 nearly every country had made a commitment to 
equal rights for women and girls by ratifying the Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child (CRC).1 Signatories are legally obligated to meet the commitments they 
specify.  Often described as the international bill of rights for women, CEDAW provides 
for women’s equal enjoyment with men of civil, cultural, economic, political, and social 
rights. It is unique in establishing legal obligations for state parties to ensure that 
discrimination against women does not occur in the public sphere or the private sphere.      
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(5) Eliminate gender inequalities in employment by 
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 The time burden on women and girls can be dramatically reduced with the 
appropriate infrastructure: efficient energy sources, accessible and affordable 
transportation, and water and sanitation systems.  Cooking fuels such as kerosene and 
LPG are recognized as good substitutes for traditional biofuels because of their higher 
thermal efficiency and relative lack of pollutants. Feeder and main roads can greatly 
expand women’s opportunities, especially when combined with accessible and affordable 
modes of transportation.  Finally, increasing women’s participation in the design and 
implementation of infrastructure projects can help to overcome obstacles to access and 
affordability. 
 
 In Mali, the U.N. Industrial Development Organization and the International Fund 
for Agriculture worked with communities and women’s groups to design and create 
platforms with a 10-horsepower diesel engine that supplies power for various activities, 
including agricultural milling and de-husking, lighting, welding and pumping water. 
Between 1999 and 2004, some 400 platforms were installed across the country, reaching 
8,000 women. A study of the impact in twelve villages found several beneficial impacts. 
Women were able to save time and labor and shift into income-generating activities, 
leading to an average daily increase of $0.47.   More girls also stayed in school until 
grade 5, and women’s health improved because they were able to visit local clinics more 
often. 

 

Guarantee Property and Inheritance Rights 

 
 People who own and control assets such as land and housing have more economic 
security, are more likely to take economic risks that lead to growth, and receive important 
economic returns including income. Yet women in many countries are far less likely than 
men to own or control assets. Ensuring women’s property and inheritance rights is a 
crucial step in empowering women. 
 
 Since 1995, there has been growing awareness and policy attention to this issue. 
But there is no easy fix. Interventions must be con



 6 

rights. This significantly changed the former polic



 7 

Combat Violence against Women 
 
 Violence against women occurs in epidemic proportions in many countries around 
the world. Surveys in various countries have found that between 10 percent and 69 
percent of women report having experienced domestic violence. Though no single 
intervention will eliminate violence against women, a combination of infrastructural, 
legal, judicial, enforcement, health, and other service-related actions can significantly 
reduce it and its consequences. First and foremost, however, violence against women 
must be viewed as unacceptable. The Task Force recommends that the UN Secretary 
General, alongside heads of state, spearhead a global campaign establishing this norm 
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evaluate programs and policies for gender equality and women’s empowerment; 
and 

• Accountability and Monitoring – Governments, international institutional and 
civil society organizations need systems and best practices to ensure that 
fundamental change is broad-based and lasting. 

 
 Moreover, cost does not have to be a barrier. The Task Force collaborated with 
the U.N. Millennium Project to create a needs assessment methodology to help countries 
and organizations calculate the costs for fulfillin


