


Excellencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,







Good practlces also 1ncluded efforts to promote women’ s self-employment and

development of micro-credit schemes, women’s business centres and meeting the needs of
groups of women who face particular disadvantages in the labour market, including indigenous
women. These initiatives play a role in empowering women to support themselves economically
as well as contributing to their participation in the political and social spheres. Strengthening
these types of initiatives, was considered particularly important for some sub-regions, such as
South Eastern Europe, Central Asia and the South Caucasus.

To better recognize the importance of care giving and to support the reconciliation of
work and family responsibilities, member States initiated innovative pilot studies, experiments
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businesses in care for children and for the elderly and designing more comprehensive approaches
to early learning and care in the context of family, education and labour market policy.









However, promoting gender mainstreaming into ECE activities is facing resources’
constraints which constitutes a limiting factor to our continued efforts in this direction. It has also
to be noted that mainstreaming gender into ECE activities is a long-term process as it involves
cultural changes which have to take place in all the sectoral areas covered by the UNECE.
Importance of regional and inter-regional cooperation

In concluding let me stress the importance of regional cooperation in efficiently
assisting member countries in the implementation of the Beijing commitments. Such cooperation
has been proven 1n our reglonal Beljmg process and should be strengthened. It is also crucial for
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