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Background 



long work hours and hazardous working environments. It was noted that equal access to education, 
training and upgrading of skills of women and girls, as well as knowledge and information, including 
on international standards and information and communication technologies, was crucial to avoid 
exclusion of women from fast-growing sectors. 

Some countries emphasized that poor performance of the national economy was likely to 
affect women more adversely than men, given women’s multiple roles as mothers, wives, food 
providers, care providers, heads of households and workers. Reduced public expenditures in the 
social sector had serious impact on women, who had to assume responsibility of health care and 
education of household dependents. A robust economy could enhance women’s opportunities and 
capacity to effectively participate in and contribute to the national economy and the welfare of 


