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communities had become eligible for primary health-care services. Efforts of the 
Government had resulted in the decline of maternal mortality rates from 1,050 to 
730 per 100,
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women and men in society, which are discriminatory of women. The Committee is 
concerned that the persistence of such discriminatory cultural practices and 
traditional attitudes perpetuates women’s subordination in the family and society 
and produces serious obstacles to women’s enjoyment of their human rights. The 
Committee regrets that no systematic action has been taken by the State party to 
modify or eliminate negative harmful cultural practices and stereotypes that 
discriminate against women. 

22. The Committee urges the State party to view culture as a dynamic aspect 
of the country’s social fabric and life, and subject, therefore, to change. It urges 
the State party to introduce measures without delay to modify or eliminate 
negative harmful cultural practices and stereotypes that discriminate against 
women, in conformity with articles 2 (f) and 5 (a) of the Convention. It urges 
the State party to undertake such efforts in collaboration with civil society 
organizations, women’s groups and community leaders, as well as teachers and 
the media. It invites the Stat
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26. The Committee urges the State party to adopt and adequately implement 
legislation prohibiting female genital mutilation, and to ensure that offenders 
are adequately prosecuted and punished. It also recommends that the State 
party develop a plan of action, including public awareness-raising campaigns, 
targeted at both women and men, with the support of civil society, to eliminate 
the practice of female genital mutilation. 

27. The Committee expresses concern at the limited information provided in the 
report on the sexual exploitation and trafficking of women and girls in the Gambia, 
and on measures taken to effectively combat these phenomena. The Committee is 
particularly concerned about the phenomenon of sex tourism in the country. 
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Goals. It calls for the integration of a gender perspective and the explicit 
reflection of the provisions of the Convention in all efforts aimed at the 
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, and requests the State 
party to include information thereon in its next periodic report. 

48. The Committee notes that States’ adherence to the seven major 
international human rights instruments1 enhances the enjoyment by women of 
their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. Therefore, 
the Committee encourages the Government of the Gambia to consider ratifying 
the treaties to which it is not yet a party, namely, the Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, 
and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant 
Workers and Members of Their Families. 


