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Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under
article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women

Report of the pre-session working group

1. At its ninth session, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women decided to convene a pre-session working group for five days before
each session of the Committee to prepare lists of issues and questions relating to the
periodic reports that would be considered by the Committee at its next session.

2. At itsthirty-first session, the Committee decided that the pre-session working
group would also prepare lists of issues and questions for initial reports. The
Committee also decided that each list would contain not more than a total of 30
clear and direct questions. In preparing the lists of issues and questions for periodic
reports, particular attention would be paid to States partiesi follow-up to previous
concluding comments, and its previous report would be taken into consideration.
The practice of clustering questions under priority topics rather than addressing
specific articles would continue.

3. At its thirty-second session, the Committee decided that the pre-session
working group for the Committeeis thirty-fourth session would meet from 25 to
29 July 2005 and that the following five members of the Committee, representing
different regions, would participate:

Mary Shanthi Dairiam (Malaysia)
Magalys Arocha Dominguez (Cuba)
Francoise Gaspard (France)
Pramila Patten (Mauritius)
Victoria Popescu (Romania)
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4. The pre-session working group elected Victoria Popescu (Romania) as its
Chairperson.

5. In accordance with the list of States parties selected by the Committee to
present reports at its thirty-f
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