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Letter of transmittal

20 April 1999

Sir,

I have the honour to refer to article 21 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women, according to which the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women, established pursuant to the Convention, “shall, through the
Economic and Social Council, report annually to the General Assembly of the United Nations
on its activities”.

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women held its twentieth
session from 19 January to 5 February 1999 at United Nations Headquarters. It adopted its
report on the session at its 424th meeting, on 5 February1999. The report of the Committee
is herewith submitted to you for transmission to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth
session.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed)Aida Gonzalez
Chairperson

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

His Excellency Mr. Kofi Annan
Secretary-General of the United Nations
New York
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38. The chairpersons had stressed the importance of 43. The representative noted that Algeria’s second
publicity for the work of the human rights treaty bodies, and Constitution of1976, proclaimed 13 years after
emphasized that concluding comments and observations and independence, guaranteed for the first time equality before
general recommendations, as well as other outputs of the the law. The Constitution of1989, revised in 1996, reinforced
treaty bodies, should be made widely known at the national, principles of universal human rights, such as freedom of
regional and subregional levels by the United Nations speech and free elections. Article 123 also confirmed the
information offices. In addition, they stressed that regional primacy of all international treaties ratified by Algeria over
human rights commissions should also be made aware of the national law, a decision confirmed by the Constitutional
work of treaty bodies. Council on 20 August1998. All civil, penal, administrative

Chapter IV
Consideration of reports submitted
by States parties under article 18 of
the Convention

A. Introduction

39. At its twentieth session, the Committee considered the
reports of seven States parties submitted under article 18 of
the Convention: three initial reports; two combined second
and third periodic reports; one third and fourth periodic
reports; and one fourth periodic report.

40. As decided at its thirteenth session, in 1994, the
Committee prepared concluding comments on each report
considered. The Committee’s concluding comments on the
reports of States parties, as prepared by the members of the
Committee, and a summary of the introductory presentation
by the representatives of the States parties are provided
below.

B. Consideration of reports of States parties

1. Initial reports

Algeria

41. The Committee considered the initial report of Algeria
(CEDAW/C/DZA/1 and Corr.1 and Add.1) at its 406th,407th
and 412th meetings, on 21 and 26 January1999 (see
CEDAW/C/SR.406, 407 and 412).

Introduction by the State party

42. In introducing the report, the representative of Algeria
underlined that his country had submitted its initial report
only two years after its accession to the Convention, despite
the current difficult situation it was facing. That was an
indication of the sincere commitment of the Government to
human rights and to the advancement of women.

and commercial codes conformed to the Constitution and the
principles of equality between men and women. However,
despite the rapid progress with regard tode jureequality, de
facto equality had not been achieved because of stereotypical
attitudes that existed in society.

44. A number of measures had been taken by public
authorities as part of the overall policy on women, in
particular after the Fourth World Conference on Women
(Beijing, 1995). A permanent committee had been established
under the auspices of the Ministry of National Solidarity and
Family; and to strengthen the national mechanisms for the
advancement of women, a secretariat of State upgraded to a
Ministry and headed by a woman Minister acted as a focal
point for the advancement of women. The Council for the
Preservation and Promotion of the Family and the National
Women’s Council were created in1996 and 1997
respectively, to ensure the coherence of all policies for the
advancement of women. As part of the implementation of the
Beijing Platform for Action, Algeria had adopted a national
action plan and recently presented a report on the many
actions undertaken since the Fourth World Conference on
Women.

45. The representative recalled that Algerian women had
already played an active role in the struggle for independence,
but stereotypical attitudes, exacerbated by illiteracy, were
obstacles to achievement of equality with men. A great
number of political parties and non-governmental
organizations had emerged since the introduction of a
pluralist democracy in 1984, but fundamentalist movements
and terrorism threatened advances made, particularly where
women were concerned.

46. The representative pointed out that education, which
was free, had been decisive in women’s emancipation,
providing access to employment, medical and social services
and breaking down stereotypical attitudes and social
obstacles. Certain sectors of employment were now
dominated by women, including the magistrature, education
and health.

47. The representative noted that domestic violence against
women was considered a severe crime by the Constitution and























A/54/38 (Part I)

25

191. The Committee is concerned that the revision of the200. The Committee urges the Government to adopt
laws on rape has not led to the recognition of rape as a serious innovative measures to raise the percentage of women in all
infringement of a woman’s human right to personal security. public bodies, including in the legislature, the executive and

192. The Committee recommends that the law on rape,
including marital rape, be reformed, and that forensic
investigation be introduced in the light of general
recommendation 19, the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women and recent developments in the laws201. The Committee is concerned that there is a relatively
of other European countries that face similar problems of high level of functional illiteracy in Greece, in particular
violence against women. among elderly and rural women.

193. The Committee notes with concern that, following a202. The Government is urged to intensify its efforts to
number of recent court cases, the legality of affirmative action prevent and to remedy functionalilliteracy among women.
and temporary special measures in accordance with article The Government should also conduct a comprehensive review
4.1 of the Convention is unclear. of all educational curricula at the primary, secondary and

194. The Committee recommends that the Government
clarify the compatibility of its legislative provisions with
article 4.1 of the Convention to ensure its implementation.

195. The Committee notes with concern that,
notwithstanding the availability of legal remedies to seek
redress for discrimination and the fact that some court cases
have been filed to challenge discrimination, very few women
avail themselves of this right and are often reluctant to do so.

196. The Committee recommends that the Government
develop programmes to raise awareness of the constitutional
remedy among women and women’s groups so that individual
acts of discrimination will be consistently challenged and so
that the Constitution will have an impact on government
action and policy and on the private sector.

197. While noting positively the fact that prostitution is
decriminalized and instead is dealt with in a regulatory
manner, the Committee is concerned that inadequate
structures exist to ensure compliance with the regulatory
framework. The Committee is also concerned about the
increase in trafficking in women. In this regard it notes that
insufficient attention is given to possible links between lack
of enforcement and trafficking in and migration of women.

198. The Committee recommends that compliance with the
regulations governing prostitution be monitored effectively
and adequate measures to address trafficking in women be
introduced.

199. Noting the already low level of participation of women
in political and public life, the Committee voices its concern
at the apparent decrease in the percentage of women in
elected office. It points to the consequences of this situation
for the adoption of gender-sensitive legislative and policy
measures.

the judiciary. Efforts should also be made to encourage other
entities, such as political parties and the private sector, to
increase the number of women at senior and decision-making
levels.

tertiary levels with a view to eliminating remaining
discriminatory aspects, remedying the stereotypical portrayal
of women and girls and creating an educational environment
that is conducive to girls’ and women’s education and
learning. The Government should include the achievement
of equality between women and men and between girls and
boys as a societal goal in its educational policy. The
Committee urges the Government to establish degree-granting
women’s studies programmes to provide academic support
to political and practical changes aimed at creating a
non-patriarchal society.

203. Noting that there are positive trends in the employment
situation of women, the Committee remains concerned about
the situation of women in the formal and informal labour
market, including the high percentage of unemployed women
and the continuing pay gap between women and men. It is also
concerned that many of the new jobs occupied by women
might provide only low pay and limited career prospects. The
Committee is further concerned that the employment
prospects for women in rural areas, for women who are
migrating from the agricultural sector into other employment
areas and for immigrant women remain precarious, especially
for those with low skills or who are functionally illiterate.

204. The Committee urges the Government to assess, in a
comprehensive manner, the changing realities of women’s
work and to develop policies that aim at structural and
long-term improvements in the employment situation of
women. Particular attention should be paid to supporting
women who work without pay in family enterprises and on
family farms. It also urges the Government to address the
issue of women migrant workers.

205. The Committee is concerned that insufficient attention
is given to gender-specific causes and consequences of illness
and disease and that, consequently, the country’s health policy










































