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1. 
Regional Confercnce on Women (Beijing+lO), in Addis Ababa, October 2004 to review the 
status of implementation of the Dakar and Beijing Platforms for Action. They reaffirmed and 
renewed their commitment to gender equality, equity and women’s empowerment as stated in the 
Dakar and Beijing Platforms for Action, the International Conference on Population and 
Development (ICPD) held im9



Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), known as the women’s international bill of 







the last decade in Africa are being reversed due to HIV/AIDS, high levels of maternal and 
neonatal mortality, the resurgence of malaria and STDs, TB in more virulent forms and all forms 
of cancer that affect women. 
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HIV/AIDS 

22. 
advocacy by governments, parliaments, public sector, development partners and civil society 
organizations. The threat posed by HIVlAlDS and related diseases such as malaria and TB, is 
now widely acknowledged at the policy level throughout Africa. Every country has established a 
National AIDS Commission. Some countries have succeeded in reducing infection rates while a 
few others have succeeded in keeping infection rates relatively low. Several African countries 
have approved codes and declarations on non-discrimination against people living with 
IIIV/AIDS (PLWA). Incrcasing attention is bcing paid to the IIIV/ALDS pandemic’s link with 
poverty and sustainable development. 

23. African women are the most affected by HIVIAIDS. Almost 70 per cent ofith 

affected with in 



opportunities for decent jobs and working conditions for women and men must be developed and 
implemented. 

Poverty 

26. 
gcndcr analysis of macrocconornic policics. This 



Africa. women’s organizations should be encouraged and supported. The Pan-African Women’s 
Organization should also be reorganized and revitalized. 

Media 

30. Given the importance of communication and the speed with which information and 
communication technology (ICT) evolves, it is important that the region adopts and implements 
gender-aware media policies. There is also a need to: improve women’s access to media and new 
ICTs; support women’s press and communication initiatives; and, encourage the use of media 
and ncw ICTs to promotc womcn’s activities, projcct positive imngcs and fight against 
stereotypes and discrimination. In this regard, there is a need to stress the importance of the 
World Summit on the Information Society that will be held in November 2005 and we call upon 
itic: irit~rnational coniiriunity t o  actively paticipate i n  thr: work ruor this surnrnit, with a view to 
reducing the current digital divide. 

Human Rights of Women 

3 1. 
implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of PRSPs, MDGs, national priorities, annual plans 
and expenditure frameworks. Harmful andor discriminatory practices that sustain gender 
inequality and inequity must be eliminated, and social, cultural, traditional and religious norms 
and values that sustain equality, equity and justice must be promoted. Partnership between 
women and men in addressing practices which have a negative impact on gender equality should 
be developed. The Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights 
of Women should be signed and ratified by all States in Africa, preferably by the end of 2005. 
Governments should domesticate and implement all the international and regional instruments on 
women’s rights and gender equality and equity which they have ratified, and to ensure their 
implementation. 

A gender-sensitive and human rights-based approach should inform planning, 

Conflict Prevention, Peace Building and Reconstruction 

32. 
reconstruction phases should be upheld and mechanisms for their implementation and 
monitoring should be strengthened at regional and international levels. The trauma of rejection of 
female refugees on account of the consequences of rape and other forms of gender based 
violence must be addressed. Support to women ln political processes in countries emerging from 
conflict must be increased so they can influence conflict prevention, peace building and 
reconstruction. UNSC Resolution 1325 and the AU Protocol on Women’s Rights must be fully 
implemented. Advocacy and punitive action against impunity must be steppcd up. The principle 
of denying to warlords and perpetrators of violence against women and girls, positions of 
leadership in post conflict reconstruction should be adopted as an international norm. 
Governments must put in place functional mechanisms and intervention programmes for the 
protection of women and girls in refugee and IDP camps against violence and all forms of sexual 
abuse. Humanitarian interventions must pay attention to the health needs, especially reproductive 
and sexual health, of women and girls in conflict, refugee, and IDP situations. 

Measures that affirm the role and rights of women during the negotiation, transition and 
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Environment 

33. 
and measures on environment. Women should play a prominent role in the design and 
implementation of policies and programmes on water, energy, sanitation, land and forestry 
conservation and management, as well as in rural and urban planning. Rural women and their 
concerns must bc iiitcgratcd into the planning and managcmcnt of cco-systcms, cco-tourism and 
biodiversity. The achievement of MDG 7 with respect to ensuring environmental sustainability 
must be engendered. 

African governments should adopt gender-responsive policies, programmes, strategies 

The girl-child 

34. 
malnutrition, stereotyping, violence, including genital mutilation, early and forced marriage and 
exploitation through domestic work and trafficking. Successful strategies for improving girls’ 
access to and retention in education should be scaled-up. The content and culture of schooling 
should be free from bias, discrimination and violence against girls. These would require 
curriculum reform, gender training for teachers and others working in education, as well as for 
boys and girls, together with continuous advocacy with parents, traditional and religious leaders, 
parliamentarians and other stakeholders. Access to professional and technical education for girls 
should be facilitated and there should be gender-focussed programmes for boys and girls. 
Furthermore, the main financial partners should reflect greater commitment to women and girls. 

HIV/AIDS 

Specific efforts must be made to protect the girl-child against discrimination, ill-health, 

35. There is an urgent need for government to address gender power relations in order to 
protect women and girls from all forms of violence and enable women to negotiate safe sex, 
through legislation, law enforcement, advocacy and sensitization. In particular, governments 
must establish, enforce and monitor strict legal frameworks to address the vulnerability of 
women and girls, and halt exploitation of orphans, especially girls. A fund should be established 
to ensure women’s access to post-exposure prophylaxes, anti-retroviral treatment, mother-to- 
child transmission prevention treatment (before and after delivery), as well as support for 
homecare services. Resources 

protrces sure that methods that are controlled by women are. available and accessible. Governments should monitor the 
newly emerging types of violence and human rights abuses within the context of the HIV/AIDS. 
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enforce accountability in the use of resources. 
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in behaviours, 



Capacity-building 

41. 
structures dealing with gender issues. To ensure that more gender specific data become available, 
national statistical offices should be supported to strengthen gender data collection and 
dissemination. In addition, data users need to be trained in thc analysis and utilization of thcsc 
data for planning, monitoring and evaluation. National capacity must also be built in the civil 
service, universities, and think-tanks to undertake gendered research and gender sensitive 
programmes. 

Governments should provide adequate human and financial resources to national 

Coordination 

42. The lack of effective coordination mechanisms within gender structures, and between 
these structures and all levels of other institutions, impedes gender mainstreaming. Therefore, 
institutions must develop effective coordination mechanisms with clear lines of communication, 
roles, responsibilities, accountability and levels of authority. Coordination frameworks must 
define specific terms for collaboration and partnership between the public sector, development 
partners and the private sector (including NGOs), for the effective coordination of gender 
mainstreaming at all levels. 

Advocacy 

43. 
on gender equality and women’s human rights and empowerment. In the coming decade, 
governments and regional institutions must build on this and strengthen their advocacy, and 
develop partnership with civil society organizations, in conducting education and information 
campaigns aimed at mainstreaming gender concerns. This advocacy work should be linked to 
policies and to programmes so as to enhance collective responsibility for mainstreaming and 
accountability. 

Tn the first post-Heijing decade, civil society organizations featured highly in advocacy 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

44. 
monitoring implementation of these rencwed commitments. Instruments of accountability of the 



Other Decisions by the Conference 

45. 
following decisions: 

The Seventh African Regional Conference on Women on Beijing + 10 also made the 

a. The African wnmen should organize a Dialogue with women from the north, in New 
York during the Global review of Beijing + 10, to look for a sustainable solution to the 
perpetual problem of conflict in Africa 

b. The Outcome and the Wuy Forward document adopted by the Seventh African Regional 
Conference on Women is Africa’s contribution to the global review process on Beijing + 
10 

c .  The recoiiiiiiciidatioiis uT (tic 12 Thematic Sessions constitute a working document tor 
African countries and other stakeholders 

d. The participation of Africa at the 491h Session of the Commission on the Slatus of 
Women will be coordinated by the African Union 
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