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I am honored to address the 53" Commission on the Status of Women on behalf
of my country Kiribati.

2. We support and align ourselves to the statement of the Pacific Islands Forum
members on the equal sharing of responsibilities between women and men including
in the context of HIV/AIDS.

3. Women continue to be the major providers of care in Kiribati society, this is
partly because of our culture that women are the main nurturers in family units. Over
time this role has become an expectation. Whilst there are men in our society that are
willing to undertake the responsibility of care in the family, it is a fact that women
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Affairs, Office of the President responsible for Civil Servants and the Ministry of
Lands and Environment.

8. We acknowledge that there is still much Kiribati needs to do to support equal
decision making at all levels, and we look forward to working in collaboration with
regional and international organisations to advance these initiatives. However, we
affirm that these initiatives must be carried out in consultation to ensure ownership at
the national level.

9. Furthermore, through funding and technical assistance from Australia AID
through the Secretariat of the Pacific Community and UNFPA, Kiribati (amongst two
other selected islands) recently conducted a Survey on Gender Base Violence Against
. Women and Children (GBVAC). The findings of this survey is being finalised at both
the national and regional level and we hope to use this findings to inform government
policies. Accurate and dependable statistics is important for our work in eliminating
violence against women and children.

10. I am also please to announce that in December 2008, the Government of
Kiribati recruited a CEDAW Advisor with funding and technical assistance from
UNIFEM. Both the Survey on Gender Base Violence Against Women and Children
and the recruitment of a CEDAW Advisor was a strongly supported, national driven
initiative by the Government of Kiribati.

11. With respect to the emerging financial crisis, Kiribati has taken the
initiative to develop agricultural schemes to promote self reliance and cease
dependence on imported foods. There will be implications for both men and women
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