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I. Introduction 
 

In accordance with the methods of work of the Commission on the Status of Women 
(ECOSOC resolution 2006/9), UN-Women organizes a panel event in the margins of each 
annual session to enable a preliminary discussion on the priority theme of the subsequent 
session. During the fifty-sixth session of the Commission, a panel discussion on “Elimination 
and prevention of all forms of violence against women and girls” will be organized in 
preparation for the Commission’s fifty-seventh session in 2013. 

 
II.  Background 
 
Violence against women and girls is rooted in gender inequality. It is one of the most 
pervasive human rights violations in the world. Over the past three decades, through the 
sustained and dedicated advocacy efforts of the women’s movement, the issue has been 
positioned as a priority in national, regional and international policy agendas. The Beijing 
Platform for Action, adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995, identified 
violence against women as one of the 12 critical areas of concern that required urgent action 
to achieve the goals of equality, development and peace, and during its five-year review, the 
call for such action was re-iterated.1  
 
The international community has further committed itself to eliminate such violence, and 
States’ obligations are elaborated in international
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violence.  A growing number of States are intensifying their efforts to prevent and address 
violence against women. 
 
It is now clearly recognized that a systematic, comprehensive, multi-sectoral and sustained 
approach is necessary to address all forms of violence against women and girls. Such an 
approach should include legislative and policy measures, protection, services and access to 
justice for victims, prosecution and punishment of offenders, prevention, educational and 
awareness-raising measures, training and advocacy, and data collection and research.  
 
Much work has been done in these areas.  In order to facilitate a focused and targeted 
approach to the priority theme of the Commission in 2013, emphasis will be placed on 
victims/survivors’ access to support services and primary prevention, that is preventing 
violence from occurring in the first place.7 Such a focused approach is expected to enable a 
thorough consideration of remaining gaps and to accelerate progress in these two key areas. 
 
The need for support services is stressed in global and regional legal and policy documents.8 
These services are crucial as they can protect victims/survivors and contribute to preventing 
violence from recurring. They also demonstrate to the public that such violence is not to be 
tolerated. Efforts have been made to expand availability of and access to services, including 
safe shelter, medical, psychological, legal and social services.  
 
Primary prevention on the other hand, is an area where much work remains to be done, where 
there are few and limited initiatives and less clarity about good practices.9 Intergovernmental 
bodies have recently placed an increasing focus on primary prevention of violence against 
women. The General Assembly has called States to increase their focus on prevention.10 The 
Human Rights Council stressed the significant role of primary prevention.11 
 
The Commission on the Status of Women considered the question of violence against women 
and girls in its agreed conclusions of 1998 on violence against women,12 and its agreed 
conclusions of 2007 on the elimination of all forms of discrimination and violence against the 
girl child,13 addressing the need for both support services to victims/survivors and prevention 
initiatives. 
 
III.  Critical issues 
 
Country data reveals that as many as seven in ten women in the world report experiencing 
physical and/or sexual violence at some point in their lifetime.14 Violence against women has 
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7 The World Health Organization’s World Report on Violence and Health (2002), considers, apart from primary prevention, secondary: an 
immediate response after violence has occurred to limit its extent and consequences; and tertiary: longer-term care and support for those who 
have suffered violence.��
8 See, for example, General Assembly resolutions 61/143, 62/133, 63/155. 64/137, 65/187; and Human Rights Council resolution A/RES/14/12 
9 See footnote no.6. 
10 See General Assembly resolution 65/187.  
11 A/HRC/14/12 on accelerating efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women: ensuring due diligence in prevention.��
12 E/1998/27-E/CN.6/1998/12. 
13 E/2007/27-E/CN.6/2007/9. 
14 National surveys on prevalence of violence against women reveal that 15 to 76 percent of women in the world report experiencing physical 
and/or sexual violence at some point in their lifetime, UN-Women, Fact sheet: Violence against Women and the Millennium Development Goals 
(2010).  






