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1. The following agreed conclusions adopted by the Commission are transmitted 
to the Economic and Social Council, in accordance with the Council resolution 
2008/29 of 24 July 2008, as an input into the annual ministerial review and the 
development cooperation forum. 
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 1. The Commission on the Status of Women reaffirms the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action, the outcome documents of the twenty-
third special session of the General Assembly, and the declarations adopted by 
the Commission on the occasion of the tenth and fifteenth anniversaries of the 
Fourth World Conference on Women. 

 2. The Commission also reaffirms the international commitments made at 
relevant United Nations summits and conferences in the area of gender 
equality and the empowerment of women, including in the Programme of 
Action at the International Conference on Population and Development and the 
key actions for its further implementation. 

 3. The Commission reaffirms that the Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the Rights of 
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 7. The Commission reaffirms the commitment to the full and effective 
implementation of and follow-up to all relevant resolutions of the General 
Assembly, in particular the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against 
Women, and the Economic and Social Council and its subsidiary bodies on the 
elimination and prevention of all forms of violence against women and girls. It 
also reaffirms its previous agreed conclusions on violence against women 
(1998) and on elimination of discrimination and violence against the girl child 
(2007).  

 8. The Commission recalls Security Council resolutions 1325 (2000) of 
31 October 2000, 1820 (2008) of 19 June 2008, 1888 (2009) of 30 September 
2009, 1889 (2009) of 5 October 2009 and 1960 (2010) of 16 December 2010 
on women and peace and security and all relevant Security Council resolutions 
on children and armed conflict, including resolutions 1882 (2009) of 4 August 
2009 and 1998 (2011) of 12 July 2011 on armed conflict and post-conflict 
situations.  

 9. The Commission also recalls Human Rights Council resolutions 17/11 of 
17 June 2011 on accelerating efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against 
women: ensuring due diligence in protection, 20/6 of 5 July 2012 on the 
elimination of discrimination against women and 20/12 of 5 July 2012 on 
accelerating efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women: remedies 
for women who have been subjected to violence. 

 10. The Commission affirms that violence against women and girls is rooted 
in historical and structural inequality in power relations between women and 
men, and persists in every country in the world as a pervasive violation of the 
enjoyment of human rights. Gender-based violence is a form of discrimination 
that seriously violates and impairs or nullifies the enjoyment by women and 
girls of all human rights and fundamental freedoms. Violence against women 
and girls is characterized by the use and abuse of power and control in public 
and private spheres, and is intrinsically linked with gender stereotypes that 
underlie and perpetuate such violence, as well as other factors that can 
increase women’s and girls’ vulnerability to such violence.  

 11. The Commission stresses that “violence against women” means any act 
of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, 
sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women and girls, including 
threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether 
occurring in public or in private life. The Commission also notes the economic 
and social harm caused by such violence.  

 12. The Commission strongly condemns all forms of violence against women 
and girls. It recognizes their different forms and manifestations, in different 
contexts, settings, circumstances and relationships, and that domestic violence 
remains the most prevalent form that affects women of all social strata across 
the world. It also notes that women and girls who face multiple forms of 
discrimination are exposed to increased risk of violence. 

 13. The Commission urges States to strongly condemn violence against 
women and girls committed in armed conflict and post-conflict situations, and 
recognizes that sexual and gender-based violence affects victims and 
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survivors, families, communities and societies, and calls for effective measures 
of accountability and redress as well as effective remedies.  

 14. The Commission urges States to strongly condemn all forms of violence 
against women and girls and to refrain from invoking any custom, tradition or 
religious consideration to avoid their obligations with respect to its elimination 
as set out in the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women.  

 15. The Commission recognizes that all human rights are universal, 
indivisible and interdependent and interrelated and that the international 
community must treat human rights globally in a fair and equal manner, on the 
same footing and with the same emphasis, and stresses that, while the 
significance of national and regional particularities and various historical, 
cultural and religious backgrounds must be borne in mind, it is the duty of 
States regardless of their political, economic and cultural systems to promote 
and protect all human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

 16. The Commission stresses that all States have the obligation, at all levels, 
to use all appropriate means of a legislative, political, economic, social and 
administrative nature in order to promote and protect all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms of women and girls, and must exercise due diligence to 
prevent, investigate, prosecute and punish the perpetrators of violence against 
women and girls and end impunity, and to provide protection as well as access 
to appropriate remedies for victims and survivors.  

 17. The Commission stresses that the right to education is a human right, and 
that eliminating illiteracy, ensuring equal access to education, in particular in 
rural and remote areas, and closing the gender gap at all levels of education 
empowers women and girls and thereby contributes to the elimination of all 
forms of discrimination and violence against women and girls.  

 18. The Commission reaffirms that women and men have the right to enjoy, 
on an equal basis, all their human rights and fundamental freedoms. It urges 
States to prevent all violations of all human rights and fundamental freedoms 
of women and girls and to devote particular attention to abolishing practices 
and legislation that discriminate against women and girls, or perpetuate and 
condone violence against them.  

 19. The Commission stresses that the realization of gender equality and the 
empowerment of women, including women’s economic empowerment and full 
and equal access to resources, and their full integration into the formal 
economy, in particular in economic decision-making, as well as their full and 
equal participation in public and political life, is essential for addressing the 
structural and underlying causes of violence against women and girls.  

 20. The Commission also recognizes the persistence of obstacles that remain 
for the prevention and elimination of all forms of violence against women and 
girls, and that the prevention of and response to such violence require States to 
act, at all levels, at each and every opportunity in a comprehensive and holistic 
manner that recognizes the linkages between violence against women and girls 
and other issues, such as education, health, HIV and AIDS, poverty 
eradication, food security, peace and security, humanitarian assistance and 
crime prevention.  
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to enable them to function effectively. The Commission also acknowledges the 
contribution of national human rights institutions where they exist.  

 30. The Commission recognizes the important role of the United Nations 
system, in particular of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), in addressing discrimination and 
violence against women and girls at the global, regional and national levels 
and in assisting States, upon their request, in their efforts to eliminate and 
prevent all forms of violence against women and girls.  

 31. The Commission stresses the importance of data collection on the 
prevention and elimination of violence against women and girls, and in that 
regard takes note of the work of the Statistical Commission towards a set of 
indicators on violence against women.  

 32. The Commission welcomes the progress made in addressing violence 
against women and girls such as the adoption of relevant laws and policies, the 
implementation of preventive measures, the establishment of protection and 
appropriate support services for victims and survivors and improvement in 
data collection, analysis and research. In this regard, the Commission 
welcomes the contributions and participation of governments, at all levels, and 
all relevant stakeholders in efforts to address violence against women and girls 
in a holistic manner.  

 33. The Commission recognizes that despite progress made, significant gaps 
and challenges remain in fulfilling commitments and bridging the 
implementation gap in addressing the scourge of violence against women and 
girls. The Commission is in particular concerned about: insufficient gender-
sensitive policies; inadequate implementation of legal and policy frameworks; 
inadequate collection of data, analysis and research; lack of financial and 
human resources and insufficient allocation of such resources; and existing 
efforts not always being comprehensive, coordinated, consistent, sustained, 
transparent and adequately monitored and evaluated.  

 34. The Commission urges governments, at all levels, and as appropriate, 
with the relevant entities of the United Nations system, international and 
regional organizations, within their respective mandates and bearing in mind 
national priorities, and invites national human rights institutions where they 
exist, civil society, including non-governmental organizations, the private 
sector, employer organizations, trade unions, media and other relevant actors, 
as applicable, to take the following actions: 
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  (a)  Consider ratifying or acceding to, as a particular matter of priority, 
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women and the Convention on the Rights of the Child and their respective 
Optional Protocols, limit the extent of any reservations, formulate any such 
reservations as precisely and as narrowly as possible in order to ensure that no 
reservations are incompatible with the object and purpose of the Conventions, 
review their reservations regularly with a view to withdrawing them and 
withdraw reservations that are contrary to the object and purpose of the 
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children, particularly girls, have equal access to, and complete, free and 
compulsory primary education of good quality, and renew their efforts to 
improve and expand girls’ education at all levels, including the secondary and 
higher levels, in all academic areas; and increase the ability of girls to attend 
school and extracurricular activities by investing in public infrastructure 
projects and accessible quality public services and providing a safe 
environment;  

  (dd) Promote women’s full participation in the formal economy, in 
particular in economic decision-making, and their equal access to full 
employment and decent work; empower women in the informal sector; and 
ensure that women and men enjoy equal treatment in the workplace, as well as 
equal pay for equal work or work of equal value, and equal access to power 
and decision-making, and promote sharing of paid and unpaid work; 

  (ee) Accelerate efforts to develop, review and strengthen policies, and 
allocate adequate financial and human resources, in order to address the 
structural and underlying causes of violence against women and girls, 
including gender discrimination, inequality, unequal power relations between 
women and men, gender stereotypes, poverty as well as their lack of 
empowerment, in particular in the context of the economic and financial crisis; 
and accelerate efforts to eradicate poverty and persistent legal, social and 
economic inequalities, including by strengthening the economic participation, 
empowerment and inclusion of women and girls, in order to decrease their risk 
of violence; 

  (ff) Refrain from promulgating and applying any unilateral economic, 
financial or trade measures not in accordance with international law and the 
Charter of the United Nations that impede the full achievement of economic 
and social development, particularly in developing countries;  

  (gg) Take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social, educational 
and other measures to protect and promote the rights of women and girls with 
disabilities as they are more vulnerable to all forms of exploitation, violence 
and abuse, including in the workplace, educational institutions, the home and 
other settings;  

  (hh) Undertake legislative, administrative, financial and other measures 
to give women full and equal access to economic resources, including the right 
to inheritance and to ownership of land and other property, credit, natural 
resources and appropriate technologies, inter alia, by means of international 
cooperation; prioritize and intensify initiatives towards the economic 
empowerment of women at the grass-roots level, including through 
entrepreneurship education and business incubators, as a way of uplifting their 
status, thereby reducing their vulnerability to violence;  

  (ii) Refrain from using social justifications for denying women their 
freedom of movement, the right to own property and the right to equal 
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to men and boys or as having stereotyped roles that perpetuate practices 
involving violence or coercion;  

  (kk) Develop and implement educational programmes and teaching 
materials, including comprehensive evidence-based education for human 
sexuality, based on full and accurate information, for all adolescents and 
youth, in a manner consistent with their evolving capacities, with the 
appropriate direction and guidance from parents and legal guardians, with the 
involvement of children, adolescents, youth and communities, and in 
coordination with women’s, youth and specialized non-governmental 
organizations, in order to modify the social and cultural patterns of conduct of 
men and women of all ages, to eliminate prejudices and to promote and build 
informed decision-making, communication and risk reduction skills for the 
development of respectful relationships and based on gender equality and 
human rights, as well as teacher education and training programmes for both 
formal and non-formal education; 

  (ll) Carry out awareness-raising and education campaigns, in cooperation 
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programmes in a gender-responsive manner with the meaningful participation 
of young people, civil society and women’s and youth organizations, and 
educational and health institutions;  

  (vv) Recognize the important role the media can play in the elimination 
of gender stereotypes, including those perpetuated by commercial 
advertisements, and in promoting non-discriminatory and gender-sensitive 
reporting, including by preserving the confidentiality of the identity of victims 
and survivors where appropriate; and, to the extent consistent with freedom of 
expression, encourage the media to improve public awareness on violence 
against women and girls, to train those who work in the media and to develop 
and strengthen self-regulatory mechanisms to promote balanced and 
non-stereotypical portrayals of women, with a view to eliminating 
discrimination against and the exploitation of women and girls and to 
refraining from presenting them as inferior beings and to exploiting them as 
sexual objects and commodities, and instead present women and girls as 
creative human beings, key actors and contributors to and beneficiaries of the 
process of development;  

  (ww) Support the development and use of information and 
communications technology and social media as a resource for the 
empowerment of women and girls, including access to information on the 
prevention of and response to violence against women and girls; and develop 
mechanisms to combat the use of information and communications technology 
and social media to perpetrate violence against women and girls, including the 
criminal misuse of information and communications technology for sexual 
harassment, sexual exploitation, child pornography and trafficking in women 
and girls, and emerging forms of violence, such as cyberstalking, 
cyberbullying and privacy violations that compromise the safety of women and 
girls; 

  (xx) Improve the safety of girls at, and on the way to and from, school, 
including by establishing a safe and violence-free environment by improving 
infrastructure such as transportation and providing separate and adequate 
sanitation facilities, improved lighting, playgrounds and safe environments; 
adopting national policies to prohibit, prevent and address violence against 
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  (zz) Increase measures to protect women and girls from violence and 
harassment, including sexual harassment and bullying, in both public and 
private spaces, to address security and safety, through awareness-raising, 
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ensure that such services and responses take into account the best interests of 
the child;  

  (eee) Further take measures to coordinate services through the 
establishment of processes for referral between services of victims and 
survivors while ensuring their confidentiality and safety, establish national 
benchmarks and timelines, and monitor their progress and implementation; as 
well as ensure access to coordinated multisectoral services, programmes and 
responses for all women and girls at risk of or subjected to violence;  

  (fff) Ensure the availability and accessibility for victims and survivors 
and their children of services, programmes and opportunities, for their full 
recovery and reintegration into society, as well as full access to justice, 
including for those subjected to domestic violence and other forms of violence, 
by putting in place measures, and where these exist, expanding such measures; 
and ensure the provision of adequate and timely information on available 
support services and legal measures, when possible in a language that they 
understand and in which they can communicate;  

  (ggg) Create, develop and implement a set of policies, and support the 
establishment of rehabilitative services, in order to encourage and bring 
changes in the attitudes and behaviours of perpetrators of violence against 
women and girls and to reduce the likelihood of reoffending, including in 
cases of domestic violence, rape and harassment, as well as monitor and assess 
their impact and effect;  

  (hhh) Improve access to timely, affordable and quality health systems for 
women and girls, including through gender-sensitive national strategies and 
public-health policies and programmes that are comprehensive, affordable and 
better targeted to addressing their needs and that encourage women’s active 
participation in their design and implementation; and also enhance women’s 
access to affordable, safe, effective and good quality treatment and medicines, 
with a special emphasis on the poor, vulnerable and marginalized segments of 
the population;  

  (iii) Address all health consequences, including the physical, mental and 
sexual and reproductive health consequences, of violence against women and 
girls by providing accessible health-care services that are responsive to trauma 
and include affordable, safe, effective and good-quality medicines, first line 
support, treatment of injuries and psychosocial and mental health support, 
emergency contraception, safe abortion where such services are permitted by 
national law, post-exposure prophylaxis for HIV infection, diagnosis and 
treatment for sexually transmitted infections, training for medical 
professionals to effectively identify and treat women subjected to violence, as 
well as forensic examinations by appropriately trained professionals; 

  (jjj) Accelerate efforts to address the intersection of HIV and AIDS and 
violence against all women and girls, in particular the common risk factors, 
including through strategies to address domestic and sexual violence, and to 
strengthen coordination and integration of policies, programmes and services 
to address the intersection between HIV and violence against women and girls, 
and ensure that responses to HIV and AIDS are leveraged to prevent violence 
against them, while meeting their specific needs for sexual and reproductive 
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health-care services, as well as HIV and AIDS diagnosis, affordable and 
accessible treatment and prevention, including procurement and supply of safe 
and effective prevention commodities, including male and female condoms;  

  (kkk) Eliminate discrimination and violence against women and girls 
living with HIV as well as the caregivers of persons living with HIV, and take 
into account their vulnerability to stigma, discrimination, poverty and 
marginalization from their families and communities when implementing 
programmes and measures which encourage the equal sharing of caring 
responsibilities;  

  (lll) Expand the availability of health-care services, and in particular, 
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 35. The Commission emphasizes that ending violence against women and 
girls is imperative, including for the achievement of the internationally agreed 
development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals, and must 
be a priority for the eradication of poverty, the achievement of inclusive 
sustainable development, peace and security, human rights, health, gender 




