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The	  Chairperson,	  Excellencies,	  Distinguished	  delegates,	  Ladies	  and	  gentlemen!	  

On	   behalf	   of	   the	   people	   of	   Afghanistan,	   it	   is	   a	   privilege	   and	   great	   pleasure	   to	  
convey	   our	   warm	   greetings	   and	   best	   wishes,	   to	   all	   distinguished	   delegates	  
attending	  the	  Fifty-‐Seventh	  Session	  of	  the	  Commission	  on	  the	  Status	  of	  Women.	  I	  
also	  thank	  you	  for	  the	  invaluable	  opportunity	  to	  address	  this	  esteemed	  session.	  	  	  
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I	   begin	   by	   re-‐affirming	   my	   Government’s	   commitment	   to	   the	   achievement	   of	  
gender	  equality	  and	   the	  empowerment	  of	  all	  Afghan	  women.	   	  The	  Government	  
considers	  the	  role	  and	  participation	  of	  women	  in	  the	  economic	  and	  social	  growth	  
of	  the	  country	  as	  essential.	  	  At	  national	  planning	  level,	  the	  ANDS	  gender	  strategy	  
was	   formulated	   alongside	   the	   Afghanistan	   Development	   Strategy	   (ANDS),	  
spanning	   our	   national	   priority	   programs,	   especially	   those	   relating	   to	   human-‐
centered	  development.	  	  	  The	  three	  pillars	  of	  the	  National	  Action	  Plan	  on	  Women	  
in	   Afghanistan	   (NAPWA),	   namely	   security;	   governance,	   rule	   of	   law	   and	   human	  
rights;	  and	  economic	  and	  social	  development	  form	  the	  foundation	  upon	  which	  we	  
are	  advancing	  the	  gender	  equality	  agenda	  in	  my	  country’s	  Transformation	  Decade	  
(2015	   –	   2024).	   	   The	   Government	   is	   committed	   to	   implementing	   UN	   Security	  
Council	   Resolution	   1325,	   and	   to	   ensure	   that	   Afghan	   women	   are	   meaningfully	  
represented	  in	  all	  stages	  of	  the	  reconciliation	  and	  transition	  process.	  Protection	  of	  
rights	  of	  women	  and	  girls	  remains	  high	  on	  the	  Government’s	  agenda.	  	  This	  is	  well	  
demonstrated	  by	  the	  Outcome	  Document	  of	  the	  Tokyo	  Conference	  of	  July	  2012,	  
when	   the	   Government	   committed	   to	   implementing	   the	   Law	   on	   Elimination	   of	  
Violence	  against	  Women	  (2009)	  and	  the	  National	  Action	  Plan	  for	  Women.	  	  	  

In	  the	  last	  decade,	  Afghanistan	  has	  made	  good	  progress	  in	  social,	  economical	  and	  
political	   arenas	   that	   will	   ultimately	   result	   to	   the	   elimination	   of	   all	   forms	   of	  
violence	   against	   women.	   In	   line	   with	   the	   Afghanistan’s	   National	   Development	  
Strategy,	   programs	   have	   been	   implemented	   to	   address	   root	   causes	   of	   violence	  
against	  women	  through	  programs	  in	  rural	  and	  remote	  areas,	  campaigned	  by	  the	  
Ministries	   of	   Agriculture	   and	   Livelihood,	   Rural	   Development,	   Education,	   Higher	  





1. The	  three	  and	  half	  decades	  of	  imposed	  wars	  and	  insecurity	  intensified	  the	  
morale	  of	  violence.	  Therefore,	  the	  government	  of	  Afghanistan	  is	  seriously	  
working	  on	  the	  national	  peace	  and	  reconciliation	  programs	  with	  the	  




