


women and girls, and to ensure their safety. This is done through establishing and constantly
improving policy framework, legislation, institutional framework, programmes and other
measures.

Madam Chair,

5.	The Malaysian Government is serious in overcoming violence against women. It is so
resolute in this that it has made violence against women one of the 13 key sectors under the
Plan of Action on the Advancement of Women.

6.	Malaysia's seriousness is also evident with the number of amendments made to
broaden the priorities and rights of the victims of violence. Among them are the amendments
to the Penal Code, where wider definition of rape and stiffer penalties are given to those found
guilty; amendment to the Employment Act, which now addresses sexual harassment at the
workplace; and, amendments to the Domestic Violence Act with wider definition on domestic
violence, which include emotional, mental and psychological abuse in addition to physical
abuse.

Madam Chair,

7.	To ensure that the victims of violence receive holistic support and assistance, in 1996,
the Malaysian Government established One-Stop Crises Centres (OSCC) in all general and
government hospitals nationwide. The purpose of these centres is to enable survivors of
violence, including domestic violence and sexual assault, to have access to comprehensive
treatment and services at one centralised location. The centre provides examination, evidence
management diagnosis, definitive care, appropriate referral, documentation and medical
reporting, with priority given to female doctors to attend to women victims. It is an integrated
and coordinated teamwork of multi-sectoral and inter-agency network for the management of
domestic violence, rape, sexual abuse, child abuse and sodomy.

8.	In our prevention efforts, the Government of Malaysia created a system known as
"Talian Nur 15999", a 24-hour-a-day helpline established to enable early intervention for
victims of domestic violence, child abuse and natural disasters, as well as social woes and
criminal activities.

9.	Awareness programmes remain the main initiative with continuous legal literacy
programmes held around the country to provide knowledge and awareness to the community,
especially women, on their rights in cases related to marital problems, divorce, alimony, sexual
harassment, rape, outrages on decency, exploitation by drug trafficking syndicates and fraud



a number of women friendly programmes namely, assigning special train coaches for women
passengers, employing women taxi drivers to cater for women passengers and allotting
women-friendly parking spots at shopping malls.

Madam Chair,

10.	On the draft agreed conclusions, Malaysia is hopeful that we can all come to a
compromise, in which the document would be acceptable to all. We believe that no country
should impose their values on others, but to respect the sovereign rights of States to
implement programs which are consistent with their national laws, cultural and religious beliefs.
My delegation calls on Member States to focus on the important issue of violence against


