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Thank you Madam Chair,

Let me join other speakers to congratulate you and the Members of the Bureau on your election to the 57th

session of the Commission on the Status of Women.

The delegation of Sri Lanka associates itself with the statement made by Fiji on behalf of the G77 and

China.

While we celebrate the many accomplishments of women, we are also constantly reminded of the

pervasive reality of gender based violence. Its prevalence is universal. The theme of the fifty-seventh

session of the CSW - "Elimination and prevention of all forms of violence against women and girls" - is

therefore timely.

Madam Chair,

Sri Lanka's women have been politically empowered since 1931 - enjoying universal adult suffrage. It

was therefore not so surprising for Sri Lanka to have produced the first democratically elected woman

Prime Minister in the world in 1960.

Sri Lanka has, historically, recognized that civil and political rights are interlinked with social, cultural

and economic rights. Therefore, our macro policies have ensured transformational change in the lives of

its women. With Constitutional guarantees for gender equahty, Sri Lanka exploited synergistic

interactions of health care with basic education, improved water and sanitation, malaria control, and

integrated rural development - including building rural roads. The adult literacy rate in Sri Lanka for

females is 97%. Among youth (15-24 years) the literacy rate is 99%. According to the latest statistics,

women enjoy a longer life expectancy (80 years) than men (76 years). The contribution of women,

especially rural women, in facilitating Sri Lanka's successful achievement of most of the Millennium

Development Goals is significant. Traditional knowledge of mothers on maternal health coupled with

their high levels of education has contributed significantly to reducing the child mortality rate (8.9 per

thousand) and the maternal mortality rate (39 per 100,000 live births).

Women also comprise the majority in the medical, teaching and the nursing professions, serving in the

rural schools and hospitals. Rural women's functional literacy and numeracy skills have also enabled

them to avail fully of the financial services including micro-credit facilities which are heavily

concentrated in the rural sector. The government provides tangible incentives for private investors to
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We are hopeful that Sri Lanka's proactive efforts at the legal and policy implementation levels

complemented by multi-sectoral services and responses will converge to dramatically reduce the

incidence of gender based violence. We will also invest greater efforts and resources in identifying the

underlying causes of gender based violence and addressing the causal factors. Sri Lanka is also aware of

its international obligations having ratified the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) in 1981 and become party to the Optional Protocol in 2002.

With our focus also on the post 2015 Development Agenda, we welcome the theme of the 58th session,

"Challenges and achievements in implementing the MDGS for women and girls." We also hope that the

normative role spearheaded by the CSW and operational activities of UN Women will continue to expand

the social, political, economic and cultural space for achieving gender equality across nations and

societies.

I thank you. Madam Chair.
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