


groups, including adolescents. It must be comprehensive in all its aspects, and not exclude, for instance, 
safe and legal abortion as an option for girls and women pregnant as a result of rape.   
 
5. Support and protect women human rights defenders 
Amnesty International is deeply concerned about violence committed against women human rights 
defenders (WHRDs). They are an essential part of any healthy civil society, as they challenge structures, 
norms and traditions that discriminate against and marginalise so many. WHRDs are targeted both 
because of their gender and because of their work defending all human rights, including women’s 
human rights. WHRDs, their colleagues and their families can face violence in their homes, their 
communities and by state and non-state actors. And too often the perpetrators of these violations 
enjoy impunity for their actions. Amnesty International urges all Member States to use this CSW as an 
opportunity to affirm their commitments to support and protect WHRDs, so that they can carry out 
their important work without fear of reprisals, coercion, intimidation or attacks. 
 
 
In closing, we stress that despite the commitments made, progress has been too slow in eradicating 
violence against women and girls. The CSW is an important opportunity for States to show they’re 
ready to redouble their efforts, through clear, practical, concrete, measurable and time-bound 
commitments, as required by their legal obligations. We owe it to women and girls around the world to 
show resolve in ending violence once and for all. 
 
 

***  
 
 


