


Opened for signature in May 2011, the Istanbul Convention is the �rst legally 
binding instrument in Europe to prevent and combat violence against women 
and domestic violence. In terms of scope, it is the most far-reaching international 
treaty to tackle this serious violation of human rights. 

Preventing violence, protecting its victims and prosecuting the perpetrators are 
the cornerstones of the Convention, as is the requirement to co-ordinate any 
such measures through comprehensive and integrated policies. The Convention 
covers victims from any background, regardless of their age, race, religion, 
social origin, migrant status or sexual orientation.

The Istanbul Convention was drafted in Europe, but is not meant for Europe 
only. Any state can accede to it or use it as a model for national and regional 
legislation and policies. 

The Istanbul Convention will enter into force following its rati�cation by 
10 countries. An independent group of experts (GREVIO) will monitor the 
implementation of the Convention.
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